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St Oliver Plunkett

At the end of August, Fr Michael Quaicoe and I spent two
weekends doing supply work on the small island of
Alderney in the Channel Islands. The weather was mixed,
but the welcome was very warm and we were both very
sorry to leave such a happy, friendly and restful spot.  

Alderney is tiny and there is only one small town, 
St Anne’s, and one Catholic church, that of St Anne and 
St Mary Magdalene, which was built in 1958, replacing an
earlier church which was destroyed in the last war. The
foundation stone was laid by Cardinal Bernard Griffin, the
then Archbishop of Westminster. The island has a fascinating
history, being twice turned into a semi-fortress. The first time
was by the British Government in the 1850s, and the second
by the Germans in 1940. If you’ve never been there, and I
suspect most of you haven’t, I can strongly recommend it.

There have been a number of comings and goings Apart
from Fr Kaspar Chatla and Fr Michael Felix, both here as
summer supply priests, we also welcomed Fr Antonio
Marizane from Zimbabwe, who was formerly an assistant
priest in Pimlico. Until Christmas, when he returns home,
we are very pleased to have with us, Fr Clement Mukuka,
the Zambian Chaplain. All these priests have fitted into
Cathedral life amazingly well and each one brings a breath

From the Chairman
of Catholicism from their own
countries and cultures, reminding us
that the Body of Christ is made up of
many diverse parts.

As I wrote last time, we were
very sorry to say goodbye to 
Fr Andrew Connick, who entered
very fully into all aspects of life
here. On a positive note, in
September we were reinforced by
the arrival of Fr Martin Plunkett,
previously at Islington, and Fr Gerard O’Brien, was was at
Welwyn Garden City. We also welcomed Francis Thomas
from Leeds University as our new Sub-Administrator’s Intern
and Alexander Pott, from Christ Church, Oxford, as our new
Organ Scholar. A warm welcome to them all.

With every good wish,

Canon Christopher Tuckwell

Louise Sage

An immense crowd, estimated at more than 100,000, was
present in St Peter’s Square on Sunday 12 October 1975.
They had gathered for the canonisation of the then Blessed
Oliver Plunkett, Primate of All Ireland, martyred for the
Faith at Tyburn in 1681. I was one of that crowd.

I remember we had to be in our seats by 8.00am for the
ceremony, which commenced mid-morning. It was raining
when we arrived and we sat there with umbrellas raised
feeling very sorry for ourselves. Fortunately, the rain had
stopped by 9.00am, although storm clouds raced overhead
and occasional strong winds blew throughout the two-hour
long ceremony, presided over by Blessed Pope Paul VI in an
atmosphere of joyful praise. 

The Irish Government sent a Delegation to the event,
composed of Liam Cosgrave, Taoiseach (Prime Minister),
James Tully, Minister for Local Government and Mark
Clinton, Minister of Agriculture. The first reading at the Mass
was read, in Irish, by the Taoiseach.

Giovanna Martiriggiano, whose miraculous cure in
Naples in April 1958 was attributed to the intercession of
Blessed Oliver, participated in the Offertory Procession.   

After greeting the assembly in Gaelic, the Pope delivered
his homily in English and said that he had previously knelt
in prayer and admiration at the Saint’s shrine in Drogheda,
Ireland. This was when he had privately visited Drogheda in
August 1961 as Cardinal Montini.

St Oliver Plunkett:
The Fortieth Anniversary of his Canonisation

One of the Cathedral’s new Chaplains, Fr Martin Plunkett,
has written below on St Oliver, who lived an extraordinary life
and who died as the last Catholic Martyr to have been
executed at Tyburn on 1 July 1681.
Meeting a living saint

One of my great memories of the day was the fact that I
saw Cardinal Wojtyla (Pope St John Paul II) for the first time
just a few feet in front of me. This came about because seated
in the row in front of me were five nuns from a Polish order,
who ran a children’s home in Manchester, whom I knew
slightly as I was working in Manchester at the time. During the
procession, just before the Canonisation Mass, the Polish nuns
became very excited when they saw Cardinal Wojtyla, whom
they knew and had a brief conversation with. Those who know
me will know that I had to learn all about it, and I have never
forgotten that encounter with the charismatic Cardinal. 

Imagine my astonishment a few days later when I bought a
copy of the L’Osservatore Romano newspaper to find my photo
on the back page included in a cross-section of the crowd. 

Do have a look at the beautiful mosaic panel of 
St Oliver Plunkett in the Cathedral, which features as this
month’s cover image. It is situated on the south aisle wall
outside St Patrick’s Chapel and was designed and produced
by Boris Anrep in 1924. The Cathedral also has a First
Class relic of the Saint – a squarish shard of bone – in its
Treasures Exhibition. This is sealed in a glass vial which is
mounted in a silver and cedar wood box.

Louise Sage is a Cathedral parishioner and volunteers with
the Guild of St John Southworth.

St Oliver Plunkett: His Life & Times
Fr Martin Plunkett

St Oliver was Archbishop of Armagh from 1669 to 1681,
until he was martyred at Tyburn. He was the last of the
105 people to lose their lives for the Catholic faith there,
and the last of the martyrs in these lands. His witness as a
dedicated and sincere pastor of his people convinced
many of his innocence and the reaction to his death
helped to bring about an end to the practice of executing
Catholic priests in England and Wales.

From what is known about Oliver from his many letters
and statements, he was a gracious, dedicated man, who
allowed the harsh circumstances of his destiny to make of
him a saint. His total fidelity to Rome is evident from his
constant correspondence to his superiors there and the
fruitfulness of his short period as Primate of Ireland is well
documented – there were 48,655 confirmations in his first
three years alone. Finally, his approach to his death was
admirable; conducted with serenity and grace, culminating
in his last speech which, while still refuting the charges
against him, asked for mercy for himself and for his
detractors.

Oilibhéar Pluincéid, or Oliver Plunkett was born in
Loughcrew, Co Meath in 1625 and studied at the Irish
College in Rome from 1647. Due to harsh penal laws
concerning the practice of the Catholic faith in Ireland, 
he was asked to remain in Rome and did so until 1669 -
teaching in the Propaganda Fide College. By then, it was
felt that Ireland was in desperate need of a new
Archbishop and Oliver was recommended. 

The ceremony took place in Ghent, Belgium, to minimise
suspicion and then he passed through London on his way
to Dublin. Remarking on his passage via London he wrote:
‘I shall not remain long there, but shall go to my diocese
where until my last breath I shall live in obedience to the
Holy See and the service of souls, even if it should cost
me my life.’ Oliver arrived in Ireland in disguise as
‘Captain Brown’, complete with pistols, in order to pass
unnoticed by officials. 

Legal opposition to Catholicism was strong at this time
in Ireland with the law of Praemunire declaring that any
use of outside authority, especially from the Holy See, was
a treasonable offence. Oliver therefore dedicated himself
entirely to his work as Archbishop and avoided political
issues as much as possible. He himself wrote: ‘As for
temporal affairs, I do not wish to know anything of them,
and to this effect I exhort the others also, and if I am
exiled or I must suffer, it will be for the administration of
the sacraments.’ In these endeavours he showed himself
exemplary conducting extensive visitations and convoking
synods to unify the Irish clergy. He also performed

countless clandestine
confirmation
ceremonies and
established schools and
seminaries which were
sorely lacking, and
which included places
for Protestant children,
thereby establishing him
as the first ecumenist
and seeker of
reconciliation in Ireland.

By 1673, anti-
Catholic persecutions
increased and Irish
bishops were being
forced into exile. The
offer of £10 was made
for information leading
to their capture – a vast
sum at the time. Oliver

refused exile, encouraging other bishops to do the same.
With Bishop John Brennan of Waterford he went into
hiding in South Armagh. Oliver’s remaining years involved
dispensing his duties as best as possible, barely surviving
on oaten bread and milk if it could be found, amid
extreme weather conditions while staying in sheds and
abandoned barns. In 1678, the infamous Titus Oates
promulgated his theory of a ‘popish plot’ by Catholics to
overthrow King Charles II. Many were accused including
Oliver, who was subsequently arrested and brought to
England for trial. After several months in Newgate prison
Oliver was sentenced to death in Westminster Hall on the
evidence of false witnesses. Unfortunately, some witnesses
were clergy whom Oliver had previously reprimanded for
lax behaviour in Ireland. All that then remained was for
Oliver to be dragged on a hurdle over a mile from the
prison on 1 July 1681 to Tyburn, where he made his final
speech and was then hung, drawn and quartered. His
relics are now mainly in Drogheda, Ireland, and Downside
Abbey. In 1997 St Oliver was made patron of Peace and
Reconciliation in Ireland.

Fr Martin Plunkett is a Cathedral ChaplainLouise Sage (circled) at the Canonisation Mass in 1975
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Interview Sir Edward Leigh

Advertisement

A Catholic in Parliament: 
Sir Edward Leigh in Conversation

You had great success with the outcome of the Assisted
Dying Bill on 11 September. Are you relieved about the
result and is the subject going to go away now?

Well, I am relieved at the result because we thought it
would be much closer, when in fact it was a stunning
victory. I think we definitely won the debate, as there were
twice as many speakers against it as for it. I spoke myself
along with others and I think our arguments won the day. 

Will it go away? No. Can they bring it back in this
Parliament successfully? I think not. There were very large
numbers of Labour MPs as well as Conservative MPs who
voted against it. The arguments against the Bill were pretty
strong even from a non-religious point of view. I was one of
only two people who put the religious argument across.
‘The body is the temple of the Holy Spirit’ – the whole
traditional Catholic argument. But even on secular
arguments it doesn’t stack up. The doctors are against it, as it
puts them in an impossible quandary. If the first question
you get asked when you’re terminally ill is ‘Would you want
to end it all?’ [then society] puts a burden on old and sick
people, too. So even from a purely secular point of view, I
think they lost the argument. 

The argument I made was what sort of society do you
want to create? A society where you value the fit, the strong
and the beautiful, or do you want to create a society where
you value the old, the poor, the lame and the very, very
sick? So I think it was game, set and match in terms of the
votes and the arguments.
I was very sorry to hear, when reading the notes from the
debate, about two friends of yours who died after suffering
from terminal illness, Father Philip Bailey and Piers
Merchant. What influence did their stories have on your
argument against the Bill?

There were a lot of personal stories during the debate,
and powerful speeches that were all about dying with
dignity. The point I was trying to make was that we have to
create a ‘dying naturally’ movement. Everyone is going to
die and we don’t want to talk about death, we don’t want to
face it, and [the dying] are often subject to long, painful
medical procedures and medications. I think doctors have to
be honest with people and say, ‘I’m sorry you’re dying. We
can make you comfortable, but is it worth subjecting you to
more painful medical procedures?’ I’m not sure that we are
yet in that space. 

There is a question of cost here as well, and normally
cost wins out in the House of Commons. I’m not saying we
should force people down this route. If you want to have the
most expensive treatment possible to keep you alive for
another two months because you want to go to your

granddaughter’s wedding, you should be allowed to do it. I
think the Catholic Church has to be honest with people. The
standard line [is], ‘I’m sorry your human life is precious and
that’s the end of it,’ but eventually we are going to lose this
[argument] purely on the cost side, because the cost to the
NHS is completely open-ended. I think there is a perfectly
good moral argument that Catholics have traditionally used.
With the subject of giving medication, there is no harm in
giving it to relieve pain, even though that medication – for
example, very large doses of morphine – may actually be
the final cause of death. It is relative. As long as it is to
relieve pain in the last few hours or days of life, and not to
poison you. The trouble with assisted suicide is that you are
giving someone a poison which kills them instantly.
You recently became the President of the Catholic Union.
Can you explain the role of the organisation in terms of
public life and politics?

Well, it is a small organisation which was established in
1870. It has tended to struggle over the years to make its
mark. We haven’t got the resources to have a secretariat and
all the rest of it. In theory, it is meant to be a forum for
Catholic lay people to lobby government and, within our
limited resources, we try and do that.

There is a monthly meeting [in Parliament] of the
Catholic Union and the Parliamentary and Public Affairs
Committee, and I would encourage more to join [this] as we
need more people, frankly – especially younger people. 
Dr Tony Cole chairs it and there are very useful discussions
on all these sorts of issues. To be honest with you, it is not at
the same level as the Board of British Jews, for example,
which is obviously a much more powerful organisation.
Catholics are not very good at organising themselves and, if
I may be controversial, I’m not sure how seriously the
hierarchy takes the Catholic Union. 

Perhaps traditionally in our Church, the hierarchy are
used to running things and we don’t have powerful lay
bodies, like in the Church of England, or even the Jewish
and Muslim populations. We are a small organisation and,
within the limits of our resources, we do try our best to
make our voices heard. 
Should the Church get involved more in politics?

I have always thought that the Bishops’ Conference, to
be controversial again, [is] not strong enough in [its]

lobbying. The amount of briefing that we get from them is
limited [compared to other bodies] – apart, that is, on the
issue of abortion and life.

Also, quite a few Catholic MPs were Glasgow Labour
MPs who lost their seats to the SNP, so it’s hard to find a
common approach on things like the economy, for example.
It’s quite difficult in this respect to organise Catholic MPs,
but I think with life issues, there should be a more effective
stream from the Bishops’ Conference – to be fair they do put
out papers on issues such as gay marriage. So, I’m not
saying they don’t do anything, but [that] they could do a lot
more. 

I suspect in other European countries like France, Italy
and Germany, where the Catholic Church is stronger,
Catholic MPs are much better organised. 
In your political career, do you have a day that stands out
as your most memorable?  

There have certainly been some interesting days, like the
day Mrs Thatcher fell from power. It’s always nice to win a
vote, too, as most Catholics do not get many free votes. I
mean, Friday [11 September – Assisted Dying vote] was
memorable. I joke that the main reason we won it was
because it had nothing to do with sex!

Obviously, from a personal point of view, when I
became Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee and
when I was made a minister, these were quite nice things to
happen. 

But the most memorable, or the most decisive, was the
day that Mrs Thatcher left [Downing Street]. We tried to stop
her standing down, [and] I think the Conservative party

never quite recovered from it, and it was a very unwise
move. Also, when the only Catholic leader we ever had,
Iain Duncan Smith, was deposed. The only two to have
been got rid of by the Parliamentary party were Iain Duncan
Smith and Margaret Thatcher – both sad occasions.
Do you ever get asked about or criticised in your
constituency for your Catholic faith?   

No actually, people have been very good and by now
have worked out that I am a Catholic. There’s a very small
Catholic population in Lincolnshire and it is actually one of
the smallest due to its strong Methodist tradition from the
nineteenth century. There are parishes like my own which
are recusant parishes, with vestments from the sixteenth
century, and there were villages like West Rasen which were
still Catholic in the nineteenth century. But it is not a big
Catholic area like Lancashire. Do they give me a hard time?
No. One comment about being against abortion due to my
faith in 32 years is all I’ve had.
You are a regular worshipper at the Cathedral. Has going
to Mass here enhanced your spiritual life?

I think that it is fantastic that on our doorstep we have
six Masses a day. I like to go to Mass. I don’t do it because I
have to do it. I do it because it makes me feel happy. 

The services in the Cathedral are fantastic, and I like the
Latin Masses. I [attend] the new order Latin Mass, which I
think has got all the best of the old and the new. I think the
10.30am Mass is very spiritual and I think the [Solemn]
Mass at 5.30pm is a beautiful combination of sung Latin
[and English]. I think the services at the Cathedral are
beautiful, and long may [they] continue.     

Following the recent defeat of the Assisted Dying Bill in the
House of Commons, Tim Ruocco met the Member of
Parliament for Gainsborough, Cathedral parishioner and
newly appointed President of the Catholic Union, Sir
Edward Leigh MP, who had spoken against the Bill.
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The Red Mass

Veni, Sancte Spiritus: The Red Mass Explained
Stephen Hart

From the sacristy of the mother church of England and Wales,
early in the morning of 1 October, there will emerge into the
Cathedral one of the more colourful processions of the year.
Red abounds: on vestments, altar frontal and lectern fall; and
on robes – judicial robes. Purple there is too; and black – lots
of black, on gowns and suits; and white – on wigs and
collared tabs. For this procession is the start of the annual
‘Red Mass.’

It sounds deliciously revolutionary. It is anything but. The
red refers to the votive Mass of the Holy Spirit, celebrated at
the start of every legal year. Members of the legal professions –
judges, barristers, solicitors, sheriffs, legal executives,
secretaries, pupils, trainees and students – join together to
attend Mass, offered to call down the blessings of the Holy
Spirit on the forthcoming legal year. It is a much-valued pause,
a moment of reflection, at the start of a busy year – one which
can tax the most hardened of lawyers, confronted with the
stresses of a civil dispute, or the terrible photographs of a
horrific crime.

The tradition harks back – it is thought – to the reign of
Edward II, after which the Mass was celebrated at Westminster
Abbey until the Reformation. That ancient ceremony has
echoes in the civic service that continues today in the Abbey
and the Lord Chancellor’s Breakfast.  

For many centuries after the Reformation, Catholics were
excluded from practising as lawyers and thus the Red Mass fell
into abeyance. It was revived in the early 1890s by Catholic
lawyers – including senior lawyers and the Irish judiciary –
and has continued ever since. Originally, the Mass took place
in the old Sardinian Chapel in Lincoln’s Inn, where Holy Mass
had been celebrated on embassy grounds for many years, and
therefore secure from state authorities. The successor to the
Sardinian Chapel was the church of St Anselm and St Cecilia;
and so the Red Mass transferred there. In 1899, the Tablet
reported a strong turnout for the Mass. In 1904, the Mass
moved to the Cathedral – at the slightly more leisurely time of
11.15am. It has continued at the Cathedral ever since.

The Red Mass was originally celebrated by clergy in the
occasional presence of the Archbishop of Westminster. In
1899, it was celebrated by Rev M Fitzgerald, Rector of the
Sardinian Chapel, in the presence of Cardinal Vaughan; in
1904, it was Father John Dunford, also of the Sardinian
Chapel, in the presence of Archbishop Bourne. By the 1960s
and 1970s, the Mass was celebrated by the Judicial Vicar in
the presence of the Archbishop. In Cardinal Hume's time, it
was celebrated by bishops without the Archbishop. In recent

years, the Mass has been celebrated by the Archbishop of
Westminster, bishops of the Diocese including (the then)
Bishop Stack, Bishop Arnold and Bishop Hudson, and other
senior clergy, including the Provost of the Birmingham
Oratory, Fr Ignatius Harrison. This year, the Cardinal
Archbishop will preside.

In all of this we have a constant and a change. The
constant – as well as the consistent support of senior clerical
hierarchy – is the music of the Mass. In 1904, Palestrina’s Veni,
Sancte Spiritus was sung, with Ave Verum by J C Bowen and
Giacomo Carissimi. A century later, the Cathedral Choir has
sung William Byrd’s Mass for Four Voices, Mozart’s
Spatzenmesse, Thomas Parson’s Ave Maria, Masses by
contemporary composers and, in a reference to Elizabeth II’s
Diamond Jubilee year, Byrd’s O Lord, make thy servant
Elizabeth. The Cathedral Choir’s contribution to the Red Mass
remains of the highest quality and marks our celebration as
one where the choir performs new, exciting and rare pieces to
the very best of its considerable ability.

The ‘change’ is the attendance at the Red Mass of clergy
and lawyers from our sister churches and from those outside of
the Christian religion. In recent years, we have seen the
presence on the sanctuary of Anglican brethren, including a
Valiant Master, an Archdeacon and clergy from the Chapel
Royal. In the body of lawyers, we have seen an increasing
number of guests from Anglican, Presbyterian, and other
traditions and creeds, and those of none – all of whom have
spoken unreservedly and with highest praise of their
appreciation of the Red Mass and of its intensely spiritual
moment in their professional lives. This is a profound
achievement and one which will hopefully continue in years
to come. 

Lastly, a thought for the person who, in our constitution,
personifies justice. In 1899, a prayer for Queen Victoria was
said at the end of Mass. Today, we pray for Elizabeth II, who
this year became our longest reigning sovereign and who
received at her coronation, 62 years ago, the symbols of
justice, equity and mercy. At the end of the Mass, two verses
of the national anthem are sung, noting the prayer for the
Queen to defend our laws. It is an appropriate prayer, given
Elizabeth II’s flawless dedication to her duty and to her solemn
vow, spoken in that ancient abbey, 62 years ago, to ‘protect
and cherish the just.’

And so, when we see that colourful procession emerge
from the sacristy, perhaps we should hear the whisper, from
times gone by, of the solemn duty on those charged at all
levels – sovereign, judge, practitioner and student – to defend
our laws. And in hearing that ancient whisper, may we also
see – in that ‘revolutionary’ colour – the gifts of the Holy Spirit
for all our lawyers, of wisdom, understanding, counsel and
fortitude.  
Judges, barristers, solicitors, legal executives, pupils, trainees,
secretaries and students are warmly invited to attend the Red
Mass at 9.30am on Thursday 1 October. The Mass is open to
the public. Only lawyers who have paid for tickets from the
Thomas More Society, which organises the event, are
permitted to join the judicial procession into and out of the
Cathedral. Stephen Hart, a solicitor, is the Hon Secretary of
the St Thomas More Society. 
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Music

An Organist’s Summer:
A tale of two monasteries
Peter Stevens

Stairway to Heaven

How should an organist
spend his summer holidays?
After the rigours of a very
busy year at the Cathedral,
some ‘down time’ was
desperately needed. For the
last few years I’ve been lucky
enough to spend a few days
at one of the Benedictine
monasteries in France, and by
the end of the summer term I
was more than ready to do
the same again.

Last year I visited Le Barroux, near Avignon in south-
eastern France. Le Barroux is unusual in that the
community was founded as recently as the 1970s, with its
buildings dating from the following decade. The Abbey
church was built in the Romanesque style, and has a warm
yet clear acoustic. It also provides a welcome refuge from
the sizzling heat of summer! Le Barroux is famous for its
liturgy; the complete monastic Office, from Matins at
3.30am to Compline at 7.45pm, is sung in the traditional
form used in Benedictine foundations for centuries, and

the Mass is celebrated in the
Extraordinary Form. It is a
thriving community, bursting
with energy and attracting a
healthy number of vocations,
and the monks I met were
extremely welcoming. Perhaps
surprisingly, the monks took the
decision a number of years ago
to stream their Offices online,
and it was this that drew me to
visit them. Their singing is some
of the best monastic singing I

have ever heard, and it was a privilege to spend six days
with them. A particular highlight for me came after Lauds
each day, when all of the priests in the community
celebrate their own private Masses simultaneously on the
side altars around the church. Kneeling in the middle of
the church at sunrise, with 15 or 20 Masses being
celebrated around me, the silence only broken by
occasional notes of birdsong, is something that will live
long in my memory.

This year, I decided to revisit a favourite haunt of chant
enthusiasts for decades: Solesmes, situated in the Loire
valley between Le Mans and Angers. Founded in 1010, the
Abbey was closed at the French Revolution but refounded
by Dom Prosper Guéranger in 1833. At the start of the

following century, Pope St Pius X entrusted the monks of
Solesmes with the restoration of Gregorian chant in the
Church, and they have worked continually at this task ever
since. A library was assembled containing facsimiles of the
oldest chant manuscripts in Europe, and huge tables were
drawn up to compare different versions of the same pieces.
In the years following the Second Vatican Council, the
monks were responsible for composing new melodies for
the vast numbers of new texts that were required, adding
to the living tradition of Gregorian chant; indeed, many of
the chant books used at Westminster Cathedral were
compiled and published at Solesmes. Recordings of chant
from Solesmes date back to the earliest years of the
twentieth century, and many visitors are still drawn to
experience the monastic liturgy for themselves, staying
either in the monastic guesthouse within the enclosure, or
in the Grand Hôtel opposite, complete with Michelin
starred restaurant – I did the former!

I visited Solesmes once before, two years ago, when I
spent the Assumption in the monastery. Vigils takes place
at 5.30am, or 5.00am on major feasts – which seemed
almost like a lie-in after experiencing Le Barroux! – and
with the exception of Prime, all the Offices are sung in the
church. The medieval Abbey church is long and narrow,
with Guéranger’s massive nineteenth century choir at the
east end being double the width of the nave. The great
organ was installed over the west door in the 1960s,
blocking the west window, which gives the church a
progression from darkness to light as you move towards
the east end. The focal point of the building is the modern
altar, and the tabernacle behind it. The fifth Abbot of
Solesmes, Dom Jean Prou, spoke at the Council in favour
of permitting the wider use of concelebration, and this
practice has been facilitated at Solesmes by the reordered
sanctuary. The acoustic of the church is quite dry, despite
the length of the nave, but the ancient stone lends some
bloom to the chant.

I was intrigued by the way the monastic organists at
Solesmes accompany the chants for Vespers each day. The
‘Westminster style’ of accompaniment, with varied
harmonies and subtle changes in registration, is much
more elaborate than a monastic harmonisation, where the
same harmonies are used in every verse of a psalm. As
well as being an aid to the community in maintaining a
steady pitch, it seems to add an other-wordly quality to the
sound, making this timeless repertoire even more effective.
At Le Barroux, I asked Père Henri, the organist, whether
the organ was ever used to harmonise their chant; he told
me that they never accompany the chant, as the monks
might become too reliant on the organ and stop thinking

about pitch and ensemble. (Incidentally, Père Henri
explained that he had been the gardener for around 20
years before the Abbot appointed him to the organ bench!
I spent an afternoon helping him tune their small two-
manual organ, and discussing seventeenth century English
organ music. In the three years since obedience took him
from the garden to the console, he has become quite an
authority!)

What struck me in both communities was the way the
chant follows the natural pattern of the daylight. Matins (or
Vigils) is the longest of all the Offices – almost two hours
at Solesmes on the most important solemnities – and
outside the church the world remains in darkness. With the
exception of a few responsories, the entire service is sung
to a single note. At first, this baffled me, until I realised
that the monotone is a reflection of ‘musical darkness’.
When Lauds is sung, as dawn breaks, florid melodies and
long melismas rise along with the sun and the birds –
‘musical sunrise’. The opposite takes place at the end of
the day. The complex melodies of Vespers are sung in the
glowing light of evening, while the chants of Compline are
much simpler and have a narrower range, and are sung as
the light begins to fade – ‘musical sunset’. Once I
understood this, the singing of Gregorian chant took on
another dimension, and I couldn’t wait to get back to the
Cathedral to be involved in its performance on a daily
basis.

Spending a few days in a monastery isn’t always easy –
going from 0 to 60 at the start of term may be hard, but
going from 60 to 0 can be even more difficult! But I would
certainly recommend the experience. As I write this on the
train back to London for the new term, I’m looking forward
to making music in Westminster, and using these new
perspectives on plainchant in the context of the daily
Offices in the Cathedral.

Peter Stevens is the Assistant Master of Music at
Westminster Cathedral

John Daly

These photos were taken from the same spot in what was
the original viewing gallery above the lift motor room and
the Cathedral Bell, Big Edward, in the upper reaches of
the Campanile. They record one chapter in the never-
ending cycle of refurbishment and renewal that is a
constant feature of the Cathedral building.

The photo on the left (before) shows the access route
used for decades to the upper external platform, where the
stone statues of the eagles stand like sentinels looking out
over London. It consists of basic scaffolding, metal ladders
and wooden platforms which would be embarked upon
with some trepidation. Its provenance is uncertain but it is
believed that it was erected by the BBC to provide access
for filming equipment to vantage points on the upper tower
on the occasion of Pope St John Paul II’s visit to London in
1982. The vintage of the scaffolding joints would support
this theory.

If one inspects this photo closely one can see behind
the scaffolding the vertical steel ladder reaching up the
wall, which predated the scaffolding as the original access
route to the upper platform. Whatever degree of bravery
was required to scale the scaffolding, taking on this ladder
must have seemed downright foolhardy. Those were the
days before health and safety.   

The new spiral staircase which has recently been
erected to replace the old scaffolding is pictured on the
right (after). It is an imposing structure, reminiscent of some
modern sculpture of the constructivist era, or something
that Anish Kapoor might have created, with its swerving
balustrades and curving steps reaching upwards to the
heights, Jacob’s ladder like. 

Constructed from galvanised steel, it was made in Italy
and erected by British company Estairs. 

This is a much safer, faster access route to the top, but
some will miss the dare-devil adrenalin rush of scaling the
old ladders and scaffolding. Such is progress.

John Daly is the Cathedral’s Commercial Manager. 

Ladder of Divine Ascent
New Tower Stairs

Before After
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At the beginning of September, a number of newspapers
carried photographs of Pope Francis. There is nothing very
unusual about that. What was more unusual was that the
photographs were of him at his opticians in Rome. He
needed new spectacles, and so, travelling in the papal Ford
Focus, he went himself with his old frames to have new
lenses put in. This was another practical example of the
simplicity of his life.  

There is another striking image. It shows the Holy Father
in his white cassock and a simple cotta in St Peter’s. He is
kneeling close to a priest in a black cassock with a purple
stole. There, we see the successor to Peter confessing his
sins, seeking forgiveness and thus reconciling himself to
God. It is a public expression of personal spirituality. It is a
public reminder to all of us, that we are in need of God’s
mercy, and a call to each to seek reconciliation with God
and the Church. 

The Face of Mercy

That personal spirituality has been reflected elsewhere
very publicly. On 8 December we will begin an
Extraordinary Jubilee Year, and the subject of the year is
‘Mercy’, something very dear to the Holy Father’s heart. The
Bull of Indiction for it, Misericordiae Vultus, is reflective of
the spirituality of that Bishop of Rome who recently made
his public confession.  

There is a story told of a nun who said to her confessor
that she had decided to stop making her confession and
instead would rely on the general confession during Mass.
Her confessor told her that her decision was ultimately for
her and her conscience; but if she wanted water, she could
either leave a bucket out to collect the rain, or she could
take it to the tap. The Holy Father understands that God’s
mercy flows like water from the tap. But he also seems to
recognise that many of us rely on buckets, whilst others of
us have yet even to notice that we need water.  

As is so often the case, the text of the Bull itself is worth
reading, and bears close study, for it has much to teach us
about the relationship of God with His people. More than
that, it has much to teach us about our human relationships.
On 1 October, at the Red Mass, which will this year be
celebrated by Cardinal Nichols, lawyers and others will
gather at the start of the Legal Year, praying for the guidance
of the Holy Spirit on us and on our work. Those engaged in
the practice of all areas of law deal with human beings and
human relationships. Justice and mercy are brought sharply
into focus. What does the Year of Mercy have for us?

Being like the Father

As Christians, we know that our relationship with God
must underpin our relationships with one another, in the
same way that our relationships with one another underpin
our relationship with God. The Bull’s opening words remind
us that Jesus Christ is the face of the Father’s mercy, but we
are swiftly reminded, also, that mercy is not only an action
of the Father, but that ‘it becomes a criterion for ascertaining
who his true children are.’ How God is, we should be.

On that pathway, the Lord’s parables reveal to us
something of the nature of God’s mercy. We are all familiar
with the search of the persistent shepherd for the one lost
sheep and with the search for the lost coin. Most famous,
and perhaps most illustrative of all, is the father who stands
waiting, watching, hoping for the return of his wayward son.  

But if that is how God is, what is it to be one of God’s
true children? The parables help us here, too. The ruthless
servant who failed to show to his fellow servant the mercy
shown to him reminds us that those to whom mercy is
shown should be merciful themselves – forgiving, as Peter
was told, not seven times, but seventy times seven. Mercy is
shown to us, and so we, too, must be merciful, because
mercy is the beating heart of the gospel. The Holy Father
expresses how the Church must react: ‘The spouse of Christ
must pattern her behaviour after the son of God who went
out to everyone without exception. Her language and her
gestures must transmit mercy.’ In the Church, everyone
should find an oasis of mercy.

Finding each sheep and coin

That is a worthy aim. But it is also more than an aim, as
we know, because the Holy Father, in this Year of Mercy, is
delegating to some priests the power to forgive sins the
forgiveness for which are normally reserved to the Holy See.
It really is the fervent wish of the Holy Father that the tap of
God’s mercy should extend as far as it can, that each sheep
or lost coin is found, and that for all of us, the bucket is
filled from the tap.

So the Year of Mercy is a call to reconciliation with the
Father. What then of justice? Jesus’ own words make many
lawyers nervous, for we are told not to judge lest we too are
judged. Misericordiae Vultus places those words in their
proper context, for we are reminded that there are two
aspects to justice. The first is the concept of the temporal
law which regulates and governs civil society. The second is
the concept of that which is rightly due to each one of us. 

James Patrick

Mercy News

Mercy is the Beating Heart of the Gospel
Preparing for the Jubilee Year 

What is Justice?

Jesus himself recognised the need for an ordered and
regulated society. In Scripture there are many references to
God as ‘judge’ and to divine justice. Justice in this context is
understood to involve observance of the law with behaviour
in accordance with God’s commands. Some years ago, an
auxiliary bishop of Westminster went to observe the work of
a court dealing with the aftermath of the Tottenham Riots.
Having seen offenders sentenced, he reminded the judges:
‘Remember there is a sinned against, as well as a sinner.’ It
is a mark of a civilised society to have a system of justice to
regulate behaviour and to deal with disputes. It is necessary,
too. In the Scriptures, justice is essentially seen as the
faithful abandonment of oneself to the will of God.
Experience suggests that not everyone who is currently in
HMP Pentonville, for example, (nor for that matter on the
bench) shares that image.  

Scripture tells us, therefore, that human nature makes
justice a necessity, but it tells us, too, that the exercise of it
must be seen in divine terms. That does not devalue justice,
because, as that bishop put it, there is a sinned against as
well as a sinner. The one who has made a mistake should
pay the price of the error. The hope, though, is that the price
paid is the beginning of conversion. As the Holy Father
writes: ‘God does not deny justice. He rather envelopes it
and surpasses it with an even greater event in which we
experience love as the foundation of true justice.’

As lawyers gather on 1 October in Westminster
Cathedral, we would do well to reflect on the Year of Mercy.
The judicial oath some of us have sworn commits us to do
right to all manner of people after the laws and usages of
this realm without fear, favour, affection or ill-will. We are
called to be merciful as our heavenly Father is merciful, and
avoid being the unjust judge.

His Honour Judge James Patrick is a Circuit Judge and also
a Deacon of the Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of
Walsingham. He will act as one of the deacons at this year’s
Red Mass.

In this, the first in a series on the forthcoming Year of Mercy, James Patrick, who serves both
as a Deacon and a Circuit Judge, reflects on what this Holy Year means to those engaged in
the legal professions, as well all who wish to make the most of this time of grace.

Br Ambrose Henley OSB
Former Intern takes Solemn Vows

We would like to warmly
congratulate Dom
Ambrose Henley who
made his solemn
profession as a
Benedictine monk at
Ampleforth Abbey on 12
September. Some of our
readers may remember
Dom Ambrose from his
time here at Clergy
House. He was the Intern

to the Sub-Administrator in 2007-2008, at which time he
was known as Edward Henley. He was a very popular
Intern, and we give thanks for his Benedictine vocation.

On Monday 12 October the
Oremus editor, Dylan Parry, will
be ‘sleeping out’ overnight at the
Oval to raise funds for the
Cardinal Hume Centre. He will
be joined by many others at the
annual ‘CEO Sleepout’, including
one of the Cathedral’s Assistant
MCs, Paul Tobin, and the
Cardinal Hume Centre’s Chief
Executive, Cathy Corcoran. 

Last year, 90 sleepers raised £150,000 to help fight poverty
and homelessness by joining in the CEO Sleepout. During the
same year over 1,800 people visited the Cardinal Hume
Centre for advice and support. Some were sleeping rough,

others were living in hostels or on
someone’s floor, while still others
were facing the risk of being evicted.

All money raised from the event
will go to fund the Cardinal Hume
Centre’s work with homeless young
people, families on the edge of
homelessness and vulnerable
individuals.

After accepting the challenge to join the sleep out and
raise funds for the Cardinal Hume Centre, Dylan said,
‘Sleeping out for this one night does not compare to the
reality faced by so many people day in and day out. I hope
that as many as possible will sponsor myself and Paul, so
that we raise a substantial amount for the Cardinal Hume
Centre. I am very grateful to all who have promised to
sponsor me.’

Please sponsor Dylan and help the Cardinal Hume Centre by
visiting his JustGiving page: www.justgiving.com/Dylan-Parry4

Oremus Editor to ‘Sleep Out’
Supporting the Cardinal Hume Centre



|  15

Cardinal’s Homecoming

OremusOctober 201514 | Oremus June 2014

Poems/Letters

The Mill Hill Missionaries:
Going to those in most need of God’s grace
Fr Michael Corcoran

In 1866, Cardinal Herbert Vaughan, the third Archbishop of
Westminster, purchased a beautiful eighteenth century house
in the quiet village of Mill Hill in North London. He took up
residence there with one student and, in effect, the Mill Hill
Missionaries, or St Joseph’s Missionary Society, was born. 

As the number of students
grew the need for a bigger
college was fulfilled by the
building of St Joseph’s
College a few fields across
from the original house. In
March 1871, the new 
College was opened, with a
community of 34.

The College grew from
strength to strength,
becoming not only a local
landmark with its impressive
façade and its commanding
tower topped by a huge
statue of St Joseph, but a focal
point of the local Church’s

zeal for what we then called ‘foreign mission’, the movement
of missionaries from the old northern dioceses of Europe to the
mission lands of the south in Africa and Asia. This continued, I
imagine, with the feeling that it would never end.

The massive social, cultural, economic and accompanying
ecclesial changes in the 1960s and 1970s precipitated a
radical change in our own Mill Hill Society.

At the 1988 Chapter, with representatives from all over the
Mill Hill world present, a decision was taken to recruit Mill
Hill Missionaries from Africa and Asia, our former mission
areas, now flourishing with well-established churches planted
and grown by Mill Hill Missionaries. 

The Society now has formation centres in Cameroon, East
Africa, the Philippines and India. Our vocation directors bring
news of growing interest in young people discerning God’s
call to follow the missionary way of life. 

We recently received this fascinating letter, following the
publication of the May edition of Oremus, which
commemorated the 70th anniversary of VE Day.

Dear Editor,

Occasionally, when visiting London, my husband,
Michael, and I pick up a copy of Oremus. It was only
recently, when reading the May edition, which I had
overlooked at home, that I was amazed to see a
photograph of myself on page 16, in your article ‘Victory 
in Europe.’

I am the small girl
‘Lighting a candle for
peace.’ I must have
been seven years old
at the time and clearly
remember that
photograph being
taken – it needed
more than one
attempt!

My mother, who
died a few years ago,
never saw a copy, but
had taken me
especially to the
Cathedral on that day,
perhaps to celebrate

my father’s safe return. I remember how she told me how
beautiful [the Cathedral] would look when all the mosaic
work was completed.

Recently, on Hiroshima Day, 6 August, we took part in a
Walk for Peace that linked the various events occurring in
London that day. We carried another candle from the
International Fast by the Ministry of Defence, to the
Innocent Victims Memorial outside Westminster Abbey,
where we held a short commemorative service joined by
the Canon in Residence, Rev David Stanton. We then went
on to Westminster Cathedral and prayed for Peace with the
Pax Christi ‘vigillers.’ This was followed by visiting the
Japanese Embassy with flowers, then walking to St Martin-
in-the-Fields, and Tavistock Square. Our walk finished at
Friends House, Euston, where our candle for peace was
used to light the special candle sent from Hiroshima for the
occasion.

Michael and I are members of Pax Christi and on the
Executive Council of the Christian Campaign for Nuclear
Disarmament. In our work to rid our country and the world
of the blasphemy of nuclear weapons, we are strengthened
and encouraged by the statements of Pope Francis calling
for an end to such inhumane systems.

In peace,

Patricia Pulham (née Lewis)
Heathfield, East Sussex

A Permanent Pilgrim
On the Rue Damiens
Two night workers
Leave the ‘Convivial’
After their early morning aperitif
Unaware that I am on my Pilgrimage
As I have been all my life
Watching, wondering and anticipating
What the new day will bring
The first of many I pray
Yet to come

As my fellow travellers
Sleep back in the hotel,
One of whom I heard say yesterday,
That she hoped the Pilgrimage
Would go on for ever and ever,
Which seemed a sad reflection,
On the stranglehold stability was having on her life,
Which the two night workers
Try to alleviate with their morning fix
And I remedy by writing about it

Eddie Forde
www.putneypoems.co.uk 

Poetry Corner
We are delighted to publish two poems sent in by our
readers. If you have poems or articles you would like us to
consider for publication, please send them to
oremus42@gmail.com or by post to Oremus, Westminster
Cathedral, 42 Francis St, London SW1P 1QW.

All this clearly indicates where the future will be and
where further significant changes will occur. Where change
abounds, flexibility must abound more. 

For the first time in our history as a Society we welcomed
wholeheartedly members from Africa and Asia onto the
General Council of our Mill Hill Society. A clear shift from the
origins of our Society. Fr Andrew Mukulu from Uganda,
working as a Missionary in Cameroon, and Fr Jimmy Lindero
from the Philippines, working as a missionary in Pakistan,
were both recently elected to the General Council. We
rejoice. 

The future is in God’s
hands. The Spirit will
show us the way forward
and hopefully we will be
able to respond with
enthusiasm. In the
meantime, we continue to
do what we do best –
Mission. Our long and
impressive record of doing
mission throughout the
world including what we
are doing in this country
will inspire, inform and
guide future generations of
missionaries, wherever
they come from. 

Our Mill Hill Charism, ‘to go to those most in need of
God’s grace’, framed in a rich and colourful tradition begun in
1866, will continue long into the future, by the help of God
and with the support of God’s people. Our mission points us
into the future, where God’s greatest blessing is the blessing
we are to each other. 

Fr Michael Corcoran MHM is the General Superior of the 
Mill Hill Missionaries. For more information on the
Missionaries, please see their website:
www.millhillmissionaries,co.uk 

This article is forms part of a series of features on the religious
life to mark the Church’s Year of Consecrated Life.

Year of Consecrated Life

Letters:
‘Girl Lighting a Candle’

Do Go Gentile Into That Good Night
(A Christian’s tribute at the anniversary 
of the birth of Dylan Thomas – for a dying soul)

Do go Gentile into that good night
Old age should hope, be brave at close of day,
Sage; sage fears not the coming of the Light 

Such wise men at their end know faith is right
Because the Word has taught them wisdom they
Do go gentle into that good night

Good man, the Last Rites soon, ‘fought the good fight’
With frail reedy breath last words might say
Soon, soon to see the coming of the Light

Young sons though talented can only write 
Unlearned half-baked their own agenda way
Do not know how to deal with that good night

Good men near death may sense a blinding light
Their eyes may gaze beyond the earthbound day
Fade, fade into the coming of the Light

And you, good Father, here to do things right 
Nurse, bless, anoint, give unction as we pray:
Do go Gentile with a last ‘goodnight’
Live, live, behold the coming of the Light

Alan Frost
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Pope Francis Advertisement

As Pope Francis calls on Catholic communities to welcome
and help refugees fleeing persecution, Mick Clarke (CEO
of The Passage) reflects on how tragedy can be transformed
into a new beginning.

A New Beginning
At The Passage we see thousands of people each year. In

addition to those from the UK, we also see those for whom
war has led to them fleeing their home and seeking a new
beginning. Mohamed was one such person. Mohamed was
a refugee from Eritrea and in his late 40s. Mohamed found
the transition hard to cope with and ended up rough
sleeping, which is when he came into contact with The
Passage. A proud man, who wanted to work, The Passage
helped him to sort out some accommodation with a private
landlord, whilst also looking for employment with our
Employment, Training and Education team. He was seeking
work as a warehouse man and sending off countless CVs to
agencies, but with little success. 

It is not easy coming to a new country as a refugee and
we felt he needed some extra support, so we linked him in
with our mentoring scheme. Mohamed met his volunteer
mentor in October 2014 and they got to know each other,
chatting especially about the friends and family Mohamed
had to leave. Despite Mohamed’s best efforts he was still
finding it hard to secure employment. 

All of us, at different times in our lives, need that bit of
support and encouragement that can make the world of
difference; for Mohamed that encouragement came from
his mentor Lucy.

Together with the Employment and Training team, she
helped prepare Mohamed for interviews, and helped with
applications. He got an interview (going in clothes provided
by The Passage) but was not successful. Lucy really believed
that Mohamed could do the job if he was given a chance of
showing hands-on what he could do in a warehouse
situation, so organised for him to have work experience in a
branch of the company she worked for. He proved he could
do the job, got an interview and passed with flying colours.
He says it was a lucky day when he found The Passage.

Inner Homelessness
The sight of someone sleeping on the streets is one of

the most visible signs that something has gone seriously
wrong in that person’s life. Most of us reading this will not
have been physically homeless or had to flee their home.
Yet there is a commonality in the fact that we are all fragile
people. We all, from time to time, suffer an inner
homelessness; a feeling of despair, of loss and of having no
one to turn to.  

We all need hope and by recognising that, in another
time and other circumstances, that person in crisis could be
me, we have the opportunity to respond as we would hope
we would be treated if we were in that situation. The
opportunity to give that hope. 

Kindness is the key to Hearts

At The Passage we have the honour of seeing people
literally transform their lives. People who are young and
those who are old. People who seemed to have it all (home,
job, family), but through no fault of their own lost
everything and ended up on the street, and people who
have had it tough from the very start. People from London
and other areas in the UK, those who are victims of modern
slavery and trafficking, and people fleeing persecution from
war-torn countries. In all cases we strive to act on the words
of St. Vincent De Paul, from whom we get our Vincentian
Values, when he said ‘Kindness is the key to hearts.’

Thank you so much, on behalf of those we serve, for
supporting our work.

If you would like to make a general donation to The
Passage, or purchase tickets for A Night Under The Stars,
please send cheques made payable to The Passage to The
Passage, St Vincent’s Centre, Carlisle Place, London
SW1P 1Nl telephone 020 7592 1856 or visit
www.passage.org.uk

Roman Holiday
When the Holy Father appeared for Mass

Patti Fordyce

When I visit Rome, it is my normal practice on weekdays to
attend the 7.00am Mass at the Altar of St Pius X in St Peter’s
Basilica. On the morning of 21 August, the memorial of 
St Pius X, as I passed the chapel which contains his tomb, I
noticed that it was, as is the custom, decorated with flowers.
Extra candles were lit and a cordon separated the chapel
from the rest of the basilica. 

This did not necessarily indicate that a Mass would take
place there at 7.00am. I knew from previous visits that the
candles would remain lit all morning, as several Masses would
take place there, including the Chapter Mass at 9.00am. So it
happened that, as on previous mornings, I was outside the
sacristy a minute or two after 7.00am, awaiting the emergence
of the priests and servers for the various Masses that take place
at that time.

As I waited, I became aware that someone had entered the
south transept from a door beneath the funerary monument to
Alexander VII. That door leads into the Vatican Gardens, and I
have occasionally seen Cardinal Comastri, Cardinal Archpriest
of St Peter’s, come through it early in the morning for a walk
round and a chat to the staff.  

It seemed ages before my brain began to register the fact
that the person approaching was wearing a white cassock
instead of a black suit. As he drew level with me, my gaze
slowly shifted from his clothing to his face: it was indeed Pope
Francis, apparently unaccompanied.

Although I deduced the Holy Father’s destination, it did not
immediately occur to me to follow. It was only when I saw a
couple of religious sisters scuttling after him, and a priest
member of the sacristy staff following at a discreet distance,
that I decided to wander back to the Chapel of St Pius X to see
what would happen.

By the time I arrived, the Holy Father was standing in front
of the tomb of his sainted predecessor, saying his prayers.
Within seconds, a small crowd had gathered and a man
whom I took to be papal security had materialised. He was
standing next to an opening in the cordon, through which
people had begun to enter. I approached him and asked

whether it was possible to go in for the Mass. He replied that,
if I wanted to go to Mass, to go ahead. I found a place in the
fourth row behind the Holy Father, just as the three
concelebrating priests and two servers arrived. The Mass
proceeded normally, but it was impossible to put out of mind
the utter strangeness of being at Mass with the Supreme Pontiff
sitting in the congregation like an ordinary worshipper.

It was later reported in L’Osservatore Romano that the
principal celebrant, Mgr Lucio Bonora, an official of the
Secretariat of State, had been startled to be approached on the
way to the Altar of St Pius X and told that the Holy Father was
waiting there. ‘What shall I do?’ he asked. ‘Turn back?’ ‘No,
no,’ he was told. ‘Go on.’

By the time the Mass ended, shortly after 7.30am, Cardinal
Comastri had arrived, and the two of them chatted as they
walked back through what was by now a not inconsiderable
crowd for that time of the morning. When they reached the
sacristy, the Holy Father stopped to greet the cluster of Maltese
altar servers (in the second half of August, the basilica’s regular
servers are on holiday and, by tradition, a team of Maltese
boys provides cover) who had gathered outside the entrance.
After some jocular conversation and patting of heads, Pope
and Cardinal disappeared through the same door through
which the Holy Father had first appeared.

Patti Fordyce is a sacristan at the parish of Our Most Holy
Redeemer and St Thomas More, Chelsea.
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The Apse: After Pownall

In the last edition of Oremus we explained how work on
installing the Cathedral apse mosaic, designed by Gilbert
Pownall, had come to a halt in December 1935 as a result of
a petition criticising his design. The petition had been signed
by leaders in the world of British art and architecture and
had been organised by Edward Hutton.

The Art Committee
Besides calling for work on Pownall’s apse design to be

stopped, the petition also urged Archbishop Hinsley to form a
committee of experts to advise him. Hutton provided the
names of three Catholic laymen for the new ‘Advisory
Committee for the Decoration of Westminster Cathedral’
(commonly referred to as the Art Committee). They were:
Henry Harris (a trustee of the National Gallery), Frederick
Griggs RA, and Professor Ernest Tristram (the country’s leading
authority on medieval wall painting). Two more names were
provided by Hinsley himself – Canon Arthur Jackman and the
Rev Lionel Smith (Secretary). The appointments were made in
October 1936. The terms of reference were ‘to advise
regarding all designs and be empowered to watch over their
execution. They will also give their counsel on questions of
the well-being of the fabric’. 

Hutton had not nominated himself but was put out at not
being included on the new committee, which he ascribed to
the prominent role he had taken in organising the protest
petition. He finally became a member in January 1938. The
first recommendations of the new committee, carried out
between December 1936 and February 1937, were the
removal of Pownall’s apse mosaic, 1,096 square feet of which
(of a total of 4,004 square feet had been completed when
work was stopped in December 1935, and the restoration of
the 30ft high crucifix to its original position, to hang between
the nave and sanctuary. This reversed Cardinal Bourne’s 1933
order for it to be transferred to the gallery wall above the
tower entrance to avoid obscuring his new mosaics – the
girders which supported it there can still be seen projecting
from the wall.
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Apse Mosaic

In his private notes (now held by the British Institute in
Florence) Hutton relates that, had he been a member of the
committee at the time, he would not have agreed to the
destruction of the apse mosaic – only to its alteration and the
removal of the central feature which he particularly disliked –
so as to preserve harmony of style with Pownall’s blue
sanctuary arch (tympanum) mosaic. He adds that he might
have agreed if both apse and sanctuary arch mosaics were to
be taken down simultaneously. But Hinsley was adamantly
opposed to this, believing that if the Cathedral was to avoid
being accused of wasting money by those less critical of
Pownall’s mosaics than the experts who had signed the protest
petition, the arch mosaic should be taken down only after a
new apse mosaic had been installed, the process of
destruction being concealed from the public by scaffolding.

The Eric Gill Designs
So the committee turned its attention to finding an artist

who could produce suitable mosaic designs for both the
Cathedral apse and the sanctuary arch. The man they turned to
was the prominent Catholic sculptor, engraver, typographer
and writer Eric Gill, who had carved the Cathedral Stations of
the Cross in 1914-18. Gill’s first ideas were put to the
committee in October 1938. He envisaged a plain gold
background for the sanctuary arch, interrupted only by a
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Patrick Rogers

Edward Hutton, aged 92, in 1967

The great Crucifix being restored to its original position in February
1937, showing where the partially finished apse mosaic had
previously been removed, behind.

Eric Gill 1882-1940. Self portrait.

Later Designs

Two members of the committee, Hutton and Harris,
subsequently visited Gill unofficially and suggested that he
should design the sanctuary arch on the lines of engravings
he had made for the Gospels published by the Golden
Cockerel Press, but nothing came of it. Gill’s 1/16th scale
model of the proposed apse and arch were delivered to the
Cathedral on 30 November 1938. But his thought-provoking
arch design proved too radical for the committee and was
rejected in March 1939 – a decision met with some relief by
Gill himself – while his designs for the apse were left in
abeyance. Three other artists – Eric Newton, Thomas Derrick
and Colin Gill – were then asked to provide models. At the
suggestion of Ernest Tristram, the theme for the apse was to
be Paradise and that for the sanctuary arch the Adoration of
the Lamb, but none of the models proved acceptable.
Meanwhile Eric Gill died in November 1940. Despite efforts
by Fr Smith, the secretary of the committee, to preserve the
models provided by him, Derrick and Colin Gill, together
with that of Pownall, for later exhibition, all were removed
or lost and only that of Eric Newton was recovered. In June
1940, with the war situation worsening, Cardinal Hinsley
decided to suspend work on the Cathedral’s decoration.

Eric Newton’s model of the apse and sanctuary arch mosaics,
featuring Paradise, with the Crucifixion below between the four
archangels and (at either side) the Earthly Paradise and the Expulsion.
The arch above features the Adoration of the Lamb.    

simple inscription around the rim. Cardinal Hinsley (as he
became in 1937) suggested that this should be ‘Redemisti Nos
in Sanguine Tuo’.

Both Cardinal Hinsley and the Art Committee were
impressed. Gill was asked to provide detailed proposals –
which he did in November 1938 – together with a 1/16th
scale model. But now the apse was to be decorated with a
sheet of plain gold mosaic with just ‘Redemisti Nos in
Sanguine Tuo’ around the rim while, ‘at the special request of
the committee’, the sanctuary arch would no longer be plain
gold. On the left would be the Palm Sunday Procession with
Jesus seated on the ass and a background inscription ‘Hosanna
Filio David’; on the right would be Christ carrying the cross
and the inscription ‘Ecce Lignum Crucis’; while in the centre
there would be an angel holding a chalice containing the
Precious Blood with the inscription ‘In Sublime Altare Tuum’.

Gill explained that the scenes portrayed should be
inconspicuous – plain line outlines in dark green, dark red and
black against a plain gold background – more like an
inscription or arabesque than a painted picture, and should
represent the two great humiliation scenes before the
Crucifixion – itself represented by the great crucifix already
hanging before the sanctuary in front of the proposed angel
and chalice. Gill thought it appropriate that, just as Our Lord
is hidden in the Blessed Sacrament, so the chalice – a
reference to the dedication of the Cathedral to the Most
Precious Blood – would be partly hidden by the great hanging
crucifix. For ‘these things are the essence of Christian teaching:
He humbled himself. He rode an ass. He carried his own
cross. He shed his own blood. It is a great big church, in the
midst of a great big Babylon. But it is not as a victor and as a
swaggering Lord that we should appear’.
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Westminster Cathedral College of Chaplains
Cardinal Herbert Vaughan had originally envisaged
Westminster Cathedral being served by a monastic
community, but decided to set up a College of Chaplains,
drawn from the ranks of the diocesan priesthood, and this
College was established in 1903. He wrote of the chaplains
that their chief motivation should be a desire to serve God
as apostles, through a life of prayer and public liturgy.
Throughout its life, the centre of the College’s being has
been the daily celebration of the Mass and the Prayer of
the Church, and this remains so to this day. The Chaplains
meet together each day for Morning Prayer and each priest
will celebrate one of the regular Masses.

Originally, the chaplains lived together with the
Archbishop in one house, but later the house was divided
into Archbishop’s House and Clergy House. In the early
days there were twenty or more chaplains at the Cathedral;
our ranks have now been thinned, but we maintain a
degree of common life by sharing meals and recreation as
well as the liturgical duties. 

The Administrator oversees the whole life of the
Cathedral on behalf of the Archbishop and his duties run
from liturgy to maintenance, from staffing to finance, and
from catechesis to parish visiting. 

The Sub-Administrator looks after the domestic arrangements
of Clergy House, the duty rotas by which the daily life of
the chaplains is governed, and the day-to-day running of
the Cathedral. The Precentor has responsibility for the
Cathedral's liturgy, co-ordinating special services, liaison
with the Music Department, and the management of the
Cathedral diary. The Registrar maintains all the Cathedral
records and documents.

Each of the chaplains has a specific pastoral
responsibility, either in the Cathedral parish or in a wider
context, and these include the normal sacramental courses,
the visiting of the sick, the chaplaincies at the Choir School
and St Vincent de Paul Primary School, visiting the Passage
Day Care Centre, an Officiating Chaplaincy at Wellington
Barracks, and much else. One of the major works of the
Cathedral is the provision of Confessors for the six hours of
Confessions heard each day, a very privileged and
worthwhile ministry.

The life of a Cathedral Chaplain is a very rich and
diverse one, often quite exhausting, but never dull, and we
are all very conscious of the great privilege entrusted to us
of serving God and his people in this great Cathedral.
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Remembering
Hiroshima
For the 70th anniversary of the atomic
bombing of Hiroshima on 6 August the
Catholic peace organisation Pax Christi held a
vigil on the steps of the Cathedral. At one
point, the BBC came to interview the
participants. This photo shows the General
Secretary of Pax Christi, Pat Gaffney, being
interviewed for the television.

Malta Day Celebrations
The annual Malta Day Mass and Procession took place on
Saturday 12 September, to coincide with Malta Day UK – a
celebration of Maltese culture, history and tradition. The
Mass was preceded by an entrance precession which
included various groups with Maltese connections, such as
the Sovereign Military Order of Malta and the Ecumenical
Order of St John of Jerusalem. Fr Richard Stanley-Grech OFM
celebrated the Mass, which was followed by the procession
of the statue of il-Bambina (The Child Mary) to Sacred Heart,
Horseferry Road. Tim Ruocco

Cycling for the Climate
Westminster Justice & Peace was given a great send-off from the steps of Westminster Cathedral as they started their Climate
Change Cycling Pilgrimage to Paris at the end of August. In response to the Pope’s encyclical, Laudado Si’, Westminster Justice &
Peace, in cooperation with Pax Christi, CAFOD, and Columban Justice and Peace, aims to raise awareness of the huge problems
facing our planet. The Cathedral Sub-Administrator, Fr Alexander Master, blessed the cyclists before they headed off.

A Vigil for Refugees
These photos were taken during a prayer vigil for refugees
held outside the Cathedral on Tuesday 8 September. The vigil
was led by leaders of various faith communities and
organised by Citizens UK, among others. During the vigil,
Bishop Nicholas Hudson read out a message of solidarity
from Cardinal Vincent Nichols.

Thanking our Volunteers
The Cathedral Administrator, Canon Christopher Tuckwell,
offered the 5.30pm Mass for the Cathedral Volunteers, of
which there are over 300, on 9 September. Afterwards, a
party for the volunteers was held in the Cathedral Hall,
which was also attended by clergy and paid staff. Both
Canon Tuckwell and Mary Maxwell, the Cathedral's
Volunteer Coordinator, made speeches in which they
thanked those who give their time to the Cathedral. 

Ordinariate Use Mass
A Mass offered according to the Ordinariate Use of the
Roman Rite was celebrated for the first time at
Westminster Cathedral on Saturday 19 September. The
Mass was offered by Archbishop Joseph Augustine Di Noia
OP, Adjunct Secretary of the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith, who also preached. Among the
concelebrants was Mgr Keith Newton, Ordinary of the
Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham. 
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St Vincent de Paul SchoolMartyrs of the Second World War
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Surgical nurse
For the next 20 years, Sister Maria Restituta worked as a

surgical nurse in three Viennese hospitals, becoming highly
skilled both at surgical procedures and at ‘people
management.’ Her style in the latter area seems to have been
one of absolute no-nonsense directness – so much so that she
became known as ‘Sister Resolute, because small and round
as she was it was not wise to argue with her when she had
made up her mind.’ At the same time, though, she was known
for her warm sense of humour and fun, alongside a passionate
desire to protect the poor and oppressed. 

With such a character, and such a faith, it is clear that she
would not quietly be cowed by the Nazis when they invaded
Austria in 1938. And so it was. She was immediately
outspoken in her views about Nazi persecution in all its forms,
and must have come to the attention of the authorities on
more than one occasion. 

Although many Christian institutions in Austria – including
monasteries, schools, and all youth organisations – were
closed almost immediately after the Anschluss, the hospital
where Sister Maria Restituta was working was allowed to stay
open, but was put under the control of staff loyal to the new
regime. This resulted in the prohibition of all religious activity
within the hospital. Sister Maria Restituta completely ignored
the new rules, continuing to pray with the sick and dying, and
arranging whenever possible for priests to visit in secret and
administer the sacraments. This was intensely dangerous,
especially considering that the doctor under whom she
worked, Lambert Stumfohl, was a fanatical Nazi supporter. He
remained silent because her help with the theatre work was
invaluable. Even when she hung crucifixes in all the rooms of
the newly built surgical unit, the regime was unable to get rid
of her; although ordered to take them down or be sacked,
neither thing happened, and life seemed to go on as usual. 

But Dr Stumfohl’s endurance was running out. When Sister
Maria was caught asking a secretary to copy out anti-Nazi
literature, including a poem which made fun of Hitler, he
finally had enough. 

Finally arrested 
On 18 February 1942, Ash Wednesday, a squad of SS

soldiers was waiting to arrest her as she left the operating
theatre. After eight months in prison, she went to trial and was
offered her freedom if she would leave the order. Needless to
say, she would not. Many people, including Cardinal Theodor
Innitzer of Vienna, tried to save her from the inevitable
execution; and indeed, some in the regime might have
considered the public execution of a nun to be politically
inadvisable. But the powerful Martin Bormann, Hitler’s private
secretary – who was aggressively anti-Christian – signed the
order, saying that her death would prove ‘an effective deterrent’
to other rebels. 

Sister Maria Restituta called Hitler a ‘madman’, and it does
seem ludicrous that the regime would go to all this trouble to
get rid of her so publicly: she obviously had no political power

The Power of the Cross:
Blessed Maria Restituta Kafka

On 30 March 1943, a 48-year-old nun, hands tied behind her
back and wearing only a paper gown, was led out of the
Viennese prison where she had spent the past year, taken
through the door of the death chamber, and beheaded. Her
name was Sister Maria Restituta Kafka. She had been found
guilty by the National Socialist regime of ‘favouring the
enemy and conspiracy to commit high treason.’  

Helena Kafka, as she had been born, was the sixth
daughter of a Czech shoemaker and his wife, who had settled
in Vienna with their growing family. Her early years were
ordinary in the extreme: she was an average student at school,
and went on to work as a servant and a shop assistant. After
her Confirmation in 1911, however, she seems to have begun
searching for something more meaningful, ‘to help those who
are suffering and who are in desperate need’; and she decided
to train as a nurse.  

In 1913, the Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity, an
order established in Vienna, opened a new hospital and
Helena went to work there. After only a year, she decided to
join the order, and made her first vows on 23 October 1916,
taking the name Mary Restituta, after the third century Roman
martyr Restituta of Sora. It is unclear how she decided on the
name, but it was a remarkably prescient choice: the original 
St Restituta was beheaded under the persecution of Aurelian.  

Sharon Jennings
or connections, and could do them no harm. Other religious
who had refused to obey orders, or been heard uttering
‘dangerous language’, had been quietly imprisoned, put into
labour camps without trial, or found guilty of trumped up
crimes. She was the only nun to be executed throughout the
Third Reich. 

It was her obstinate clinging to the Cross of Christ that made
her so unacceptable. The symbol of self-giving love, victory in
apparent failure, and glory in apparent degradation was
diametrically opposed to Nazi ideology.  It was described as
‘flabby’ and ‘negative.’ As St Paul says: ‘... the word of the Cross
is folly to those who are perishing’ (1 Cor 1:18).

Sister Maria Restituta remained true to her knowledge that
the Cross is, on the contrary, ‘the Power of God.’ As she wrote
from prison: ‘No matter how far we are from everything we are,
no matter what is taken from us, no-one can take away our
faith. In this way, we can build an altar in our own heart.’ This
was how she remained the same in such altered circumstances,
caring for the other prisoners with her usual love, compassion
and good cheer, as many of them later testified. 

At the door of the death chamber, Sister Maria Restituta
asked the prison chaplain to draw the sign of the cross on her
forehead. ‘I have lived for Christ,’ she said: ‘I will die for him.’

Giovanni Caturano, aged 10

St Luke the Evangelist was born in Antioch, Syria, and
trained as a doctor. Apart from writing his Gospel, Luke
also wrote the book of the Acts of the Apostles.

You may not know that since Luke was a physician, this
is why so many hospitals are called St Luke’s. Nowadays
we might expect that a doctor would be rich, but scholars
note that Luke was probably born as a slave and it was
pretty normal that families would teach their slaves
medicine at that time. This was so that they could have a
resident family physician. Not only do we have St Paul’s
word but many others such as St Jerome and Caius
mention that Luke was a doctor.  

Luke joined St Paul’s company at Troas and on to
Macedonia, travelling through Samothrace, and finally
Philippi. When Paul was put in prison Luke continued to
encourage the church there. He worked as an important
evangelist. Much of Luke’s information for the Gospel
comes from his association with Paul.  

Quite a bit of Luke’s gospel is about the poor, but he
also wrote about the women in Jesus’s life. For example,
Luke was the only one to write about the Annunciation.
One of the stories many people know is the one about the
Prodigal Son; that, too, was in Luke’s Gospel. Luke loved
the poor, wanted the door to God’s kingdom open to all;
he respected women and saw hope in God’s mercy for
everyone. You could say he was ahead of his time.

St Luke is the patron saint of doctors but also of
painters. Some say he was the first icon painter but others
disagree. Luke – the Syrian doctor – wrote a large part of
the New Testament. He was the only gentile to have written
a book of the gospels – his book, the third book, has been
proven to be historically accurate. This man was a great
friend of Paul and he died at the age of 84 in Boeotia.

St Luke's feast day is celebrated on 18 October… Why
not read his Gospel and see if there is something that helps
you spread God’s message? 

This article was written by a pupil of the St Vincent de Paul
RC Primary School, which is within the Cathedral parish.

Saint of the Month:
Doctor of the Good News



Oremus26 | October 2015

Advertisement

October 2015 |  27Oremus

Organ Scholar

New Organ Scholar 
Alexander Pott
In September we welcomed Alexander Pott as our new Organ
Scholar. Alexander’s musical training began as a chorister at
Westminster Abbey, where he learnt the piano, violin and
bassoon, and also sang the daily services and important special
events, many attended by royalty. 

On moving to Merchant Taylors' School, Northwood, at the
age of 13, he also took up the organ under the tutelage of
Richard Hobson, and held organ scholarships at St Mary’s
church, Harrow-on-the-Hill, and later at St Mary’s church,
Primrose Hill. On leaving school, he was appointed organ
scholar at Chelmsford Cathedral, during which time he studied
with Margaret Phillips. 

He then moved to Oxford to study music at the university,
and was organ scholar at Christ Church Cathedral, where he
studied with Thomas Trotter. During his time at Christ Church he
toured the USA, Canada and China with the choir, took part in
many high-profile services including the Royal Maundy service
in 2012, and broadcast evensong live on BBC Radio 3. In his
second year, he also gained a Fellowship of the Royal College of
Organists.

As a recitalist he has played at many cathedrals and festivals,
most recently including the London Handel Festival, Lichfield
Festival and Buxton Festival. He graduated from Oxford this
summer. 

We warmly welcome him among us here at Westminster
Cathedral.©
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Forthcoming Events
8 October: Newman, The Second
Spring Sermon with Fr Nicholas
Schofield and actor Michael Wade.
The Friary, 47 Francis Street, SW1.
Doors open at 7.00pm, event starts 
at 7.30pm. Tickets £10

20 October: Quiz and fish and chips
supper. Cathedral Hall, 6.30pm.
Tickets £15

21 October: Charleston Farmhouse
and Lewes Priory. Coach will depart
from Clergy House at 8.30am. Lunch
included. Tickets £48

2 November: Foreign Correspondent
at the Victoria Curzon cinema. A
private film screening plus after-film
party at Clergy House with the Hitch-
cocktail, tickets £50. After-film party
only, tickets £25. The screening will
commence at 6.00pm so please, be 
at the Curzon for 5.45pm. The
Hollywood party will commence
from 8.00pm in the Clergy House
Common Room. Please note that
there are a strictly limited number of
tickets for the screening.

Towards the tail-end of the summer, 
I set off one Saturday for a trip to
Lewes and Charleston Farmhouse. 
I had watched Life in Squares, the
BBC’s dramatisation of the lives of the
Bloomsbury Set, and had also recently
seen the Royal Ballet’s superlative
new work, Woolf Works. The
farmhouse, home to Vanessa Bell,
Duncan Grant and an eclectic mix of
waifs, strays and academics, is now
run by a trust which oversees the
preservation of the interior, the
stunning gardens and the artwork.

Charleston is a hidden gem,
nestled away in the heart of the east
Sussex countryside. Virginia Woolf
(Vanessa Bell’s sister) is said to have
spied its red roofs when out on a long
walk across the South Downs, and
there really is a sense of isolation and
‘otherness’ about the place. After
touring the farmhouse you are
encouraged to sit and enjoy the
walled garden and the beauty of the
setting. It was a very busy day when I
visited, with an endless stream of
visitors, but people were drawn still to
the quiet setting of the lily-pond.  

Inspired by Italian fresco painting
and the Post-Impressionists, Bell and
Grant decorated the walls, doors and
furniture at Charleston. Murals,
painted furniture, ceramics, paintings
and textiles show the breadth of the
artists’ talent. I particularly liked
Grant’s painting of a lurcher that

stretches beneath a window sill and
Bell’s still, calm and yet somehow
deathly composition, Iceland Poppies.
The collection includes other work;
paintings by Renoir, Picasso, Sickert,
and Delacroix are also on display and
I was interested to see two prie-dieux
in one of the rooms, apparently
purchased by Duncan Grant, much to
Clive Bell’s dismay who exclaimed:
‘Duncan, you really have gone too far
this time!’

Charleston has its place in British
social and political history. The
economist John Maynard Keynes, who
worked for the Treasury throughout the
First World War, was part of the set
and had a room in the farmhouse. He
often retreated to Charleston to escape
from the pressures of the Treasury and
the war. In 1917, Grant painted a
picture of him sitting in the garden at
Charleston, writing a letter to America
for a loan to sustain the British war
effort. The picture was purchased back
for the nation by the Charleston Trust
in 2005 and is on display in Keynes’
room.

Keynes would of course go on to
serve his nation in the Second World
War. He negotiated the key Anglo-
American Loan Agreement, a post-
World War II loan for $3.75 billion
made to the United Kingdom by the
United States on 15 July 1946. That
loan was finally paid off in 2006.

The Friends will visit Charleston
Farmhouse and the nearby Lewes
Priory on 21 October. Details of the
trip have already been posted to all
members with a booking form. The
Charleston Trust encourages visitors to
walk to the farmhouse across the
Downs, or to take public transport. I
think we will be forgiven for travelling
by coach. We will also visit Berwick
church to see the Berwick murals, and
a Ploughman’s lunch has been
arranged at a local inn. We may not
get the warmth of my summer’s day
but October can be gentle and the
Downs will look pretty in autumn.

A reminder that we are now taking
stock for the Cathedral Christmas Fair

Life in Charleston

Christina White

on 13 December. Please deliver all
items to Clergy House, clearly marked
‘Christmas Fair’. We are looking for
homemade cakes, jams and chutney,s
too – please help!

We have just taken stock of a new
supply of Tower Appeal leaflets which
you will find on the Friends’
noticeboard in the Cathedral. Please
do continue to support us. The Tower
is a vital source of revenue for
Westminster Cathedral and upgrading
the Viewing Gallery will help us to
support the commercial use of the
Tower. 

In the autumn, London somehow comes into its own again
after the summer. This is not a very good hot-weather city.
Rome has cascading fountains, offering generation after
generation of Romans and their visitors a breath of cool
air and a sprinkling of refreshing water on their faces as
they pass or linger. London has red buses and crowded
pubs. Our parks and open spaces are lovely, but they are
almost better in autumn than in summer, as the leaves
turn golden and a short walk to work becomes a delight
on a cool fresh early morning…

And our Cathedral is happy in its autumn mode. The
Choir School is back for the new term, and with a new
intake, we'll be hearing their glorious singing at Mass each
day. There are special Autumn events. As October opens,
the annual ‘Two Cathedrals’ Procession of the Blessed
Sacrament takes place: Saturday 3 October, starting at
1.30pm from Westminster Cathedral, crossing the Thames
at Lambeth Bridge, and finishing at St George’s Cathedral,
Southwark, with Benediction. There are lectures, talks, and
pilgrimages: on 8 October, the day before Blessed John
Henry Newman’s feast, Fr Nicholas Schofield will speak on
‘The Second Spring’ with actor Michael Wade reciting the
famous Second Spring sermon (The Friary, Francis St,
7.00pm for 7.30pm, refreshments, tickets from The Friends
of the Cathedral at £10 each.)

One of my favourite feasts occurs in October, and it’s a
new one: Pope St John Paul II, on 22 October. It’s a feast of
special relevance to Westminster Cathedral, because he came
here. It was a sunny day in 1982, with vast crowds gathering
inside and outside the Cathedral: he was evidently surprised
by the bright weather having probably been told that in
England it is always cloudy and rainy, and he opened his
arms wide with joy as he thanked God for the sunshine. This
Cathedral was the place where he celebrated the first of the
seven sacraments that were to hallmark his visit, baptising
people in a big public Mass that was televised worldwide.
Afterwards TV crews interviewed the newly baptised – I
remember one lady speaking movingly about how much it
meant to her when she exchanged the Sign of Peace with the
Holy Father: ‘It was real – he’s a peace-loving man.’

All Catholic cathedrals have shrines and relics of saints –
as do we, with St John Southworth. But following Pope St
John Paul’s visit, we can also claim now that a saint has
actually visited us, celebrated Mass here, baptised new
Christians here, greeted the faithful here, taught here. The
date, 22 October, was chosen as the feast day of St John Paul
because it was on this day, in 1978, that he was elected
Pope. It was a day on which history was made: the first
Slavic Pope, the first non-Italian Pope in centuries. And over
the next decades, new chapters of history unfolded with
drama and hope: a great gathering of world religious leaders
at Assisi, the collapse of Communism, the ending of the
Berlin Wall, the establishment of the World Youth Days, and
more…

Fittingly, St John Paul's feast falls in the month dedicated
to the Holy Rosary – to which he had such a devotion,
giving us five new mysteries, the Luminous Mysteries. We
will hear the Rosary prayed aloud, often, in our Cathedral
and in churches across London this October: it fits well as
an autumn devotion, linked with cosy evening gatherings,
Catholic groups meeting again after the summer break,
friends meeting after work.

And then as October ends, the autumn is with us in
earnest: November, All Saints and All Souls, prayers for the
dead, scarlet poppy wreaths on war memorials – and Advent
approaching. Make a note of Saturday 28 November: the
Towards Advent Festival in the Cathedral Hall.

Joanna Bogle

Cosy Autumnal Gatherings:
Rosary, Processions and Favourite Feasts

Opinion
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Paul Leavy

In the same year that work started on the building of
Westminster Cathedral, 1895, the Catholic convert, nurse
and champion for the cause of leprosy sufferers, Kate
Marsden, founded the St Francis Leprosy Guild. Cardinal
Vaughan gave her his active support and patronage, urging
her to make it ‘strictly a religious Catholic work.’ And so it
has remained, under the patronage of all his successors,
though the Guild makes no distinction regarding the faith
or denomination of its beneficiaries.

The Guild’s foundation followed an upsurge in interest in
leprosy when the famous St Damien de Veuster contracted
the disease and died of it while caring for the Hawaiian
leper colony of Molokai, but you may be surprised that the
Guild still exists. Leprosy has never reached dramatic
proportions like the medieval plagues or the 1918 flu
epidemic. HIV/AIDS, SARS and more recently Ebola have all
caught the public attention, yet none have carried the
dreadful biblical and literary image of the leper as outcast 
or pariah, a synonym for sin: used in that sense even by
Pope Francis. 

Leprosy is just a disease like any other. It is very hard to
catch and easily cured through a course of tablets,
distributed free worldwide by the World Health
Organisation since 1995. Nevertheless, the number of new
cases reported each year has stubbornly refused to fall
below 200,000, and the actual incidence of the disease
might be double that. Even when the disease is eradicated
there will still remain tens of thousands of former sufferers,
cured but disfigured and disabled, unable to work locally
because of cultural prejudice. 

It is here that the Guild finds its special charism and
mission. It sends ‘Annual Maintenance Grants’ to over 70
communities, caring in 2014 for 58,600 people in some of
the most deprived regions of the world. Our centres rely on
these stipendiary payments for their day-to-day survival – a
different model of giving from most charities. We would like
to do more to help our centres become self-sufficient
through, for example, improving water supply, or seed-
funding agricultural or light industrial development. But first
must come our responsibility to those many tens of
thousands of people who depend on us for a roof over their
head, daily sustenance and, for their children, the possibility
of basic education.

To learn more about the work of the Guild, why not visit our
website www.stfrancisleprosy.org or write to us at 73 St Charles
Square, London W10 6EJ. Paul Leavy is a member of the 
St Francis Leprosy Guild and a Cathedral volunteer.
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Leprosy Guild/Music Photographic Record

Oremus

A Pillar of the Baroque
Monteverdi’s Vespers 
Jenny Alexandra Forsyth

On 11 November the Choir of Westminster Cathedral will
be joined by The English Cornett & Sackbut Ensemble to
perform Claudio Monteverdi’s Vespers of 1610. Published
over 400 years ago, this choral landmark remains one of
the composer's best-known and best-loved works.

Claudio Monteverdi’s
musical training began
as a singer at the
Cathedral of Cremona,
and he continued his
studies at the city’s
university. At the age of
43, Monteverdi was keen
to move on from the
court of the Gonzaga
family in Mantua, where
he had worked for many
years, firstly as a vocalist
and viol player, before
rising to become Master
of Music. Known
primarily as a
madrigalist, he wished to
seek new employment,

and aspired to a post in the Papal Chapel. In 1610, he
travelled to Rome, arriving in secret, hoping to present his
music to Pope Paul V. His colossal Vespro della Beata
Vergine (Vespers of the Blessed Virgin) was published the
same year. Unfortunately for him, this meeting never came
to pass, and his hopes of working at the Papal Chapel
were dashed.

It has been suggested that the Vespers of 1610 was
composed as a portfolio of the composer’s work, possibly
as an audition piece for another court. If this was
Monteverdi’s intention, it proved to be successful. He
secured the prestigious post of Maestro di Cappella at 
St Mark’s, Venice, and remained there until his death some
30 years later.

Today, the work is seen as one of the great pillars of the
Baroque repertoire, with its virtuosic solo movements and
thrilling double-choir choruses. It bridges the gap between
the Renaissance and the Baroque eras, and can be seen as
foreshadowing masterworks such as Bach’s Passions and
Handel’s Messiah.

The forthcoming performance of the Vespers showcases
the Cathedral Choir in the Cathedral’s splendid Byzantine
setting, which is reminiscent of St Mark’s. As is fitting, the
Choir and orchestra will make full use of the balconies
and galleries around the building. Come and hear this
monumental work in the splendour of Westminster
Cathedral. Annual postal rates: UK £25; Europe £40; Rest of the world £50. Send to: Oremus, 42 Francis Street, London SW1P 1QW United Kingdom

PLEASE COMPLETE IN BLOCK CAPITALS

I wish to receive Oremus by post

I enclose a cheque for £_____________ payable to Oremus

We would like to thank our readers for their continued support and all those who send donations.

For further information please call Oremus: 020 7798 9052 or go to Gift Shop On Line:
www.westminstercathedralshop.co.uk and click on “Subscriptions”.

Name

Address

Postcode:

I enclose a donation of £_____________ 

Cathedral History
A Photographic Record
The Million Crown Appeal – November 1955

‘Jesus, Master, 
have pity on us!’

WESTMINSTER 
CATHEDRAL
CHOIR

Wednesday 11 November 2015 - 7.30 pm
Westminster Cathedral 

Westminster Cathedral Choir 
The English Cornett & Sackbut Ensemble 

Conductor Martin Baker

Tickets available from www.ticketmaster.co.uk  0844 844 0444  
or in person from the Cathedral Gift Shop

MONTEVERDI
VESPERS

Registered Nurses and Care Assistants needed for small
private nursing home in Pimlico.
Please call 0207 821 9001 to arrange an interview. 
Please ask for Caroline or Yvonne.

This photograph, probably taken in November 1955,
shows Father Louis Marteau standing outside Clergy
House. He was preparing to leave on a lecture tour of
England and Wales, the purpose of which was to raise
funds for the newly founded Friends of Westminster
Cathedral. Fr Marteau visited places as far afield as
Northumberland and Cornwall in an ‘appeal for crowns’
(25p), called ‘The Million Crown Appeal’. After only a
little over a month, on 1 December 1955, the appeal
fund stood at £26,000 (just over £600,000 in today’s
money) and there were new Friends of Westminster
Cathedral to be found in France, Germany, New
Zealand, Australia, Canada and the United States.
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Cardinal Hume CentreDance

Kathy & Evelyn, Advice & Assessment Volunteers at the
Cardinal Hume Centre, tell us about their experience of
volunteering.

The Cardinal Hume Centre’s Benedictine ethos is about
welcoming all people ‘as Christ’; offering sanctuary and
hospitality to people in need, no matter what their background
is. The Centre works with young homeless people, families
living in poverty and vulnerable individuals in need of advice
and support. As volunteers for the Advice and Assessment
Team at the Cardinal Hume Centre, Kathy and Evelyn’s roles
are about making sure people feel comfortable when they first
approach the Centre for help.  

They have both volunteered at the Centre for over ten
months; and being on the frontline of the services there has
really opened their eyes to the many problems confronting
vulnerable people. They have shared their thoughts about their
time at the Cardinal Hume Centre:

‘Seeing the amount of young homeless people, individuals
who are coming in off the streets for Foodbank vouchers and
the number of people who are looking for immigration advice
has been really shocking. 

‘When you’re here for a whole day with people coming in
through those doors from 9.00am – 4.30pm and everybody
has a problem, it’s a real eye-opener. Whether it’s no home, no
job, no money, or no food, it’s shocking how difficult life is for
people. And things are getting more difficult. People are
vulnerable and desperate for help. 

‘The hardest thing about our roles is managing
expectations. The Centre has such a wonderful reputation for
helping people in need; but more often than not there is no
quick fix to the problems people are facing. Our roles demand
a sensitive, caring and respectful approach when helping
people register for the services at the Centre. Someone might
come in requesting housing advice and we may find that they
also have employment needs. The great thing about the Centre
is that people can access a range of support and advice all in
one place.

‘The work the Centre does is just tremendous. Without it
there would be more people on the streets, more homeless
families, more people unemployed, more people in

immigration detention centres. The work the Centre does is
now an essential part of life, and it has been woven into the
fabric of this community. In the ten months since we’ve been
here we have seen such a great commitment from all the staff
at the Centre to turning lives around. There’s a great
friendliness and camaraderie; and as volunteers we feel we
are contributing in a small way to making a difference in
people’s lives.’ 

Kathy and Evelyn support the Centre through giving their
time. Because of their support the staff at the Centre have
more time to focus on working one-to-one with individuals in
need. Volunteering is a fantastic way to support the Centre. If
you are interested in finding out more about the volunteering
opportunities available at the Cardinal Hume Centre contact
Emily and Flora in the volunteering team by emailing
volunteering@cardinalhumecentre.org.uk, visiting the
volunteering page on the Centre’s website,
www.cardinalhumecentre.org.uk/help-us/volunteering, or
giving them a call on 020 7222 1602. 

The Cardinal Hume Centre is a registered charity (no.
1090836). If you would like to make a donation please send
to: Cardinal Hume Centre, 3-7 Arneway Street, Horseferry
Road, London, SW1P 2BG. You can also make a donation
online at www.cardinalhumecentre.org.uk, or by calling the
Centre on 020 7222 1602. 

Will the real Billy Elliot please stand up!
A young British dancer with connections to the Cathedral

Eliot Smith has been
described as the ‘real life
Billy Elliot’, though he
himself eschews the title.
The parallels are there,
though, if you look for
them. Born and raised in
the North East, his initiation
into the world of dance
came when he was asked by
his sister to accompany her
to Dance City’s Pop Step
Class at the age of 10. From
that time on he became
fascinated by dance. 

Talented and driven to
succeed, he had established
his own dance company by
the age of 14. In 2004, he

embarked on intensive dance training at the Dance City
Centre for Advanced Training, which later took him to the
London Contemporary Dance School and then to New
York’s Martha Graham School of Contemporary Dance.

Rather than audition for a dance company in the way
that Billy Elliot does in the film, the young dancer, who
remains a regular worshipper at Westminster Cathedral
whenever he is in London, chose to start his own
contemporary dance company. The Eliot Smith Company
(ESC) was founded in 2012, and is based in Newcastle. 
The Company has two important patrons – The Duchess of
Northumberland and the highly respected Maggie
Boogaart. Maggie and her husband founded Paris Marais
Dance School based at Centre de Danse du Marais. ESC’s
founding patron, Fr Dominic White OP, encourages Eliot’s
Catholic faith, and provides spiritual guidance and fraternal
help to members of the Company.

Eliot Smith’s movement vocabulary is built on strength,
physical speed and accuracy. His music choices combine
rhythmic excitement, raw emotional power and spiritual
meditation. The dance language in each work is rooted in
his previous training. In his own distinctive choreography
he continually seeks to communicate new ideas that are
intelligent, beautiful and challenging. In this, he is assisted
by a talented group of young and enthusiastic dancers.

Eliot’s first major work was premiered in Westminster
Cathedral in 2011. His most recent, Inner Retrieval, was
first performed at St Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle, last
October. The fact that he has performed in Catholic places
of worship is no coincidence. Eliot is a practising Catholic,
and his faith is a major source of inspiration. His work
Persecuted and Forgotten was commissioned by Aid to the
Church in Need UK, and first performed at the charity’s
Night of Witness in 2012. 

It’s over two years since British dancer and star choreographer, Eliot Smith, was featured in Oremus. Last time he shared
with us how his dance was influenced by his Catholic faith. and described his preparations to study at the Martha
Graham School of Contemporary Dance in New York. Since then, Eliot has become one of the UK’s most promising
dance talents and founder of his own Company. The following article was written by a member of the Oremus team.

Eliot says, ‘Most of my dance work follows no set story.
The action takes place within a theme or image that creates
itself, or a character, that is real and emotional. I do,
however, become excited with historic buildings and
cathedrals, as they often resonate with my work.’

Smith’s work, be it for stage or non-traditional venues,
has been performed extensively across the North of England,
and Eliot enjoys working in non-theatrical venues, as he
believes they can be theatres in their own way. Audience
reaction has been very encouraging with written feedback
and comments such as this one from Chi Onwurah MP
(Newcastle Central), ‘Inner Retrieval was beautiful. Highly
recommend their tour.’

Exciting developments for the Company have included a
most recent trip for Eliot and his dancers to the Paris Marais
Dance School (PMDS). The school only gives out one male
and one female scholarship annually, Eliot also had the
privilege of dancing one of Martha Graham’s most
celebrated works, Diversions of Angels, directed and
devised by David Chase, ex-principal dancer of Martha
Graham Dance Company and co-choreographer for
Rudolph Nureyev. Chase was so impressed with Eliot and
his company dancers that he has personally requested to
attend ESC’s home studio in Newcastle in 2016. 

Eliot also had the privilege of meeting and performing for
Alex McKenna, Political Officer at the British Embassy in
Paris, during his time in France in July. Eliot discussed with
him the opportunities for dance partnerships between Paris
and Newcastle. 

Since Eliot was last featured in Oremus, he has
premièred three new dance works (one work funded and
supported by Arts Council England) and made six new
works for national events. He has most recently been
commissioned to make a major dance work for the
Dominican order’s 600th anniversary celebrations in July
2016.

The Company also looks forward to premièring Eliot’s
new work, called Imprisonment, with music especially
composed by David Allsion of St Mary’s Cathedral,
Newcastle, in November.

We know what happened to the fictional Elliot, but the
story of the real one is still being written.

ESC has set up a Indiegogo Campaign to raise £2000 in
order for Maggie Boogaart to create a new work for ESC.
The Company is seeking  donations from individuals and
support from corporate companies. If you would like to
donate to this new work please visit www.indiegogo.com/
projects/maggie-boogaart-creates-new-dance-work-for-
esc/x/1120270 or www.eliotsmithcompany.com

Welcoming all as Christ
Advice and Assessment Volunteers
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Like a dry weary land without water…

When during Morning Prayer on the Feast of the
Transfiguration I came across the lines ‘my body pines for
you like a dry weary land without water’ (Ps 62), my mind
went immediately to the people of Southern Niger, the
poorest country in the world. Like like too many others on
our planet are in the throes of another terrible drought and
its consequent crop failure, lack of food and starvation for
thousands. I reflected on the request of our Holy Father in
Laudato Si’, where he invites us to put ourselves in
someone else’s shoes and sense how it is for them, and felt
compelled to do something about this dreadful situation.
Hence, when approached and asked to write this article for
Oremus, I jumped at the chance.   

I am a religious Sister of Marie Auxiliatrice from the
parish of Our Lady of Muswell in North London. A retired
teacher and missionary, I am currently engaged in
promoting the mission of CAFOD as a volunteer based in
the office in Cockfosters. My role of keeping in touch with
our parishes throughout the Diocese is a privileged one. It is
a joy for me to be able to converse by phone with our
priests who are kind and cooperative and understanding of
the meaning of the word ’catholic’ in its widest context, its
universal implications and our calling to come to the help of
our neighbour in difficulty, wherever he/she is and of
whatever colour, culture, or creed. This eagerness of theirs
to help whenever called upon is for me an extremely
heartening and rewarding experience. It happens on the two
main occasions when we ask our parishes for support, our
Lenten and Harvest Fast Days.   

This year our partners, Caritas Niger, have given us some
harrowing details of the extent of this year’s drought in their
country. They tell us of an interview they had with one man
by the name of Hamani, a 74 year-old farmer from the
village of Doutchi in southern Niger. A proud man,
struggling to persevere in order to grow enough produce to
feed his family and have something over to share with his
less fortunate neighbours. Given the havoc being wrought
time and again, year in year out since 2010, this is a well-
nigh impossible task but nevertheless he is still confident
that given some help from us he will manage to grow
enough to eat and put aside some seeds to sow for next

Sister Carmel Ring RMA

year’s harvest. He is not looking for hand-outs, just enough
to help him survive with dignity and become self-reliant.
CAFOD can provide tools and training to help Hamani and
farmers like him find ways of growing more heat-resistant
crops and of engaging in diverse methods of animal
husbandry. We contributed generously to Caritas Niger in
the year 2011 and that was a tremendous help in promoting
awareness of these farmers’ human dignity and their ability
to become self-reliant without having always to depend on
charity. 

Ever since I attended a Social Studies Congress in Dublin
in the ‘60’s and was introduced to Pope Paul VI’s social
encyclical Populorum Progressio, my understanding of
practical ways of helping our brothers and sisters in the
developing world came home to me. So, 20 years later,
when as a religious sister, the opportunity for working in
Cameroon presented itself to me, I lost no time in trying to
put into action what I had been taught. In my mind there is
nothing to equal the first hand experience of living in
another culture coming to realise that we are all members of
one human family, with the same physical, psychological,
intellectual, spiritual needs and giftedness, all brothers and
sisters entitled to respect, understanding, care and
compassion in equal measure.   

The 2015 Harvest Day is on Friday 2 October and, in
preparation, we are calling upon the usual generosity of our
priests to help promote this by putting a notice about it in
the parish bulletins on the weekend of the 26/27 September,
either to introduce the topic during the homily or allow a
CAFOD volunteer to speak about it before the end of Mass.
This special appeal for Niger is called the ‘Hands On’
project. The collection will take place on 3/4 October at all
Masses. There is a special prayer leaflet which we hope
people will take and use at home and if there is an
opportunity. Creative fundraising activities are also
encouraged. 

From time to time speakers from countries suffering as a
result of climate change come to visit us at CAFOD and we
endeavour to advertise these visits through posters on
church noticeboards. It would be good to read these notices
and attend some of these talks when possible.  

We are invited to take to heart Jesus’ words ‘When I was
hungry you gave me to eat’, found in St Matthew’s Gospel,
chapter 25, verses 35 and 36. It is a source of great joy to
all of us who are volunteers for CAFOD to know that we are
right there at the centre of God’s plan for us in our earthly
home, and we are eager to share this joy with you … ‘All
this and Heaven, too!’

Westminster Cathedral – Social Media
Westminster Cathedral is now on the social media sites
Facebook and Twitter. To keep up to date with all the most
recent news, photos, events and timetable changes, please
follow us on Twitter (@westminstercath) or ‘like’ our page
on Facebook (www.facebook.com/westminstercath). 
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Thursday 1 October
St Thérèse of the Child Jesus, Virgin &
Doctor
9.30am Red Mass celebrated by the
Cardinal. 
Please see page 9 for more details.

Friday 2 October (Friday abstinence)
The Holy Guardian Angels 
CAFOD Harvest Fast Day

Saturday 3 October
Feria or
Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday
12.30pm Monthly Vocations Mass
1.30pm Annual ‘Two Cathedrals’ Blessed
Sacrament Procession to St George’s
Cathedral, Southwark. Please see page 29
for more details.
6.00pm Visiting Choir: Holy Redeemer,
Billericay

Sunday 4 October
27th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Harvest Fast Day Collection  (Ps Week 3)
10.30am Solemn Mass (Full Choir)

Missa Euge bone Tye
Omnes gentes plaudite minibus Tye
Organ: Prelude & Fugue in G minor 
Brahms

3.30pm Solemn Vespers and Benediction 
(Full Choir)

Magnificat septimi toni Bevan
Wie lieblich sind deine Wohnungen 
Schütz
Organ: Pièce héroïque Franck

5.30pm Confirmations will be
administered at this Mass by Bishop
Sherrington

Tuesday 6 October
Feria or
St Bruno, Priest
5.30pm Chapter Mass celebrated by
Canon Robert Plourde

Wednesday 7 October
Our Lady of the Rosary

Friday 9 October (Friday abstinence)
Blessed John Henry Newman, Priest 

Saturday 10 October
Feria or
St Paulinus of York, Bishop or
Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday
4.30pm Monthly LMS Low Mass

Sunday 11 October
28th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Day of Prayer for Prisoners and their
Dependants (Ps Week 4)
9.00am Family Mass
10.30am Solemn Mass (Full Choir)

Missa Papæ Marcelli Palestrina
The Lord is my Shepherd Berkeley
Organ: Toccata (Symphonie II) 
Dupré

3.30pm Solemn Vespers and Benediction 
(Full Choir)
Magnificat primi toni Lassus
Ave Maria Parsons
Organ: Organ Solo (Glagolitic Mass) 
Janácek

Monday 12 October
Feria or
St Wilfrid, Bishop 
Evening Prayer in the City of Westminster:
First Vespers of St Edward the Confessor.

Tuesday 13 October
ST EDWARD THE CONFESSOR 
Solemnity in the City of Westminster
5.00pm Solemn Second Vespers 

(Men’s voices)
5.30pm Solemn Mass celebrated by 

Bishop Hudson and attended by 
Missio (Full Choir)
Mass for five voices Berkeley 
Iustus ut palma Mawby 
Ave verum corpus Mawby 
Organ: Pæan (Six Pieces for Organ) 
Howells

Wednesday 14 October
Feria or
St Callistus I, Pope & Martyr

Thursday 15 October
St Teresa of Jesus, Virgin & Doctor

Friday 16 October (Friday abstinence)
Feria or
St Hedwig, Religious or
St Margaret Mary Alacoque, Virgin
NB: The Clergy and Choir will be
attending an ecumenical joint Evensong
at Westminster Abbey at 5.00pm

Saturday 17 October
St Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop & Martyr
10.30am Solemn Mass attended by Aid to
the Church in Need as part of their
Westminster event, please see the advert
in this magazine for more details.
6.00pm Visiting Choir: Cardinal Vaughan
Memorial School Schola Cantorum

Sunday 18 October
29th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
World Mission Day              (Ps Week 1)
Bishop Padilla of Mongolia will preach at
all Masses
10.30am Solemn Mass (Full Choir)

Cantus missæ Rheinberger
Salve Regina Howells 
Organ: Allegro mæstoso 
(Symphonie III) Vierne 

3.30pm Solemn Vespers and Benediction 
(Full Choir)
Magnificat octavi toni Andreas 
Laudibus in sanctis Byrd 
Organ: Sinfonia to Cantata 29 (arr. 
Dupré) J S Bach 

Monday 19 October
Feria or
Sts John de Brébeuf and Isaac Jogues,
Priests, and Companions, Martyrs or
St Paul of the Cross, Priest

Thursday 22 October
Feria or
St John Paul II, Pope

Friday 23 October (Friday abstinence)
Feria or
St John of Capistrano, Priest

Saturday 24 October
Feria or
St Anthony Mary Claret, Bishop or
Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday

Sunday 25 October
30th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

(Ps Week 2)
10.30am Solemn Mass (Men’s Voices)

Missa de Beata Maria Virgine Victoria
Appropinquet deprecatio mea White 
Concupivi salutare tuum White
Organ: Prelude & Fugue in G major 
(BWV 541) J S Bach 

Diary and From the Registers Diary and From the Registers/Notices

October 2013October 2015

The Month of 
October
This month is traditionally associated
with the Rosary, as the memorial of
Our Lady of the Rosary falls on the
7th. A plenary indulgence (usual
conditions) may be gained by reciting
five decades of the Rosary in church,
as a family at home, as a religious
community, or as a pious fraternity,
or in general whenever several
persons have gathered for a good
purpose; in other circumstances a
partial indulgence may be gained. 
St Pio of Pietrelcina once said of the
Rosary: ‘Go to the Madonna. Love
her! Always say the Rosary. Say it
well. Say it as often as you can! Be
souls of prayer. Never tire of praying,
it is what is essential. Prayer shakes
the Heart of God, it obtains
necessary graces!’

The Holy Father’s Intentions for
October: (Universal) That human
trafficking, the modern form of
slavery, may be eradicated.
(Evangelisation) That with a
missionary spirit the Christian
communities of Asia may announce
the Gospel to those who are still
awaiting it.

Key to the Diary: Saints days and holy
days written in CAPITAL LETTERS denote
Feasts, those in BOLD CAPITAL LETTERS
denote Solemnities, those not in capitals
and where there is a choice denote
Optional Memoria, all others not in capital
letters are Memoria.

Oremus

Blessed John Henry Newman
Feast: 9 October

‘Nothing would be done at all, if a man waited till he
could do it so well, that no one could find fault with it.’

3.30pm Solemn Vespers and Benediction 
(Men’s Voices)
Magnificat primi toni Guerrero 
Laudate Dominum Byrd 
Organ: Fantasia ‘Ut re mi fa so la’
Byrd

Monday 26 October
Feria or
Sts Chad and Cedd, Bishops
5.30pm Solemn Mass attended by
members of the Society of St Augustine

Wednesday 28 October
STS SIMON and JUDE, Apostles

Thursday 29 October
Blessed Martyrs of Douai College 

Friday 30 October (Friday abstinence)

Saturday 31 October
Feria or
Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday
2.00pm Mothers’ Prayers 20th
Anniversary Mass celebrated by Bishop
Doyle

From the Registers
Baptisms
Federico Secchi
Eleana Khushabeh
Theia Denyer
Oliver Bochow

Marriages
Simon Worden and Sarah Coulter

Recently deceased priests
Mgr Walter Drumm
Fr George Lyons
Fr Anthony Sacré
Fr Norman Wrigley

Throughout the Year
Mondays
11.30am: Prayer Group in the Hinsley
Room. 6.00pm: Scripture Discussion
Group in Clergy House. 6.00pm:
Christian Meditation Group in the
Hinsley Room. 6.30pm: Guild of the
Blessed Sacrament in the Cathedral
Tuesdays
6.30pm: The Guild of St Anthony in the
Cathedral. 7.30pm: The Catholic
Evidence Guild in Clergy House.
Wednesdays
12.00pm: First Wednesday Quiet Days
on the first Wednesday of every month
in the Hinsley Room.
Thursdays
6.30pm: The Legion of Mary in Clergy
House. 6.45pm: Scripture Discussion
Group in Clergy House.
Fridays
5.00pm: Charismatic Prayer Group in
the Cathedral Hall – please check in
advance for confirmation. 6.30pm: The
Diocesan Vocations Group in the
Hinsley Room on the last of each month.
Saturdays
10.00am: Centering Prayer Group in the
Hinsley Room. 2.00pm: Justice and
Peace Group in the Hinsley Room on
the last of the month.

What Happens and When
Public Services
The Cathedral opens shortly before the first
Mass of the day; doors close at 7.00pm,
Monday to Saturday, with occasional
exceptions. On Sunday evenings, the Cathedral
closes after the 7.00pm Mass. 
On Public and Bank holidays the Cathedral
closes at 5.30pm in the afternoon.
Monday to Friday
Masses: 7.00am; 8.00am; 10.30am (said in
Latin); 12.30pm; 1.05pm and 5.30pm. Morning
Prayer (Lady Chapel): 7.40am. Evening Prayer
(Latin Vespers* sung by the Lay Clerks in Lady
Chapel): 5.00pm (*except Tuesday when it is
sung in English). Solemn Mass (sung by the
Choir): 5.30pm. Rosary will be prayed after the
5.30pm Mass.
Saturday 
Masses: 8.00am; 9.00am; 10.30am; and
12.30pm. Morning Prayer (Lady Chapel):
10.00am. Solemn Mass (sung by the Choir):
10.30am. First Evening Prayer of Sunday (Lady
Chapel): 5.30pm. First Mass of Sunday: 6.00pm.
Sunday 
Masses: 8.00am; 9.00am; 10.30am; 12.00
noon; 5.30pm; and 7.00pm. Morning Prayer
(Lady Chapel) 10.00am. Solemn Mass (sung by
the Choir) 10.30am. Solemn Vespers and
Benediction 3.30pm. Organ Recital (when
scheduled): 4.45pm.
Holidays of Obligation
As Monday-Friday, Vigil Mass (evening of the
previous day) at 5.30pm.
Public Holidays
Masses: 10.30am, 12.30pm, 5.00pm. 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
This takes place in the Blessed Sacrament
Chapel every Monday to Friday following the
1.05pm Mass until 4.45pm.
Confessions are heard at the following times:
Saturday: 10.30am-6.30pm. Sunday: 11.00am-
1.00pm; and 4.30-7.00pm. Monday-Friday:
11.30am-6.00pm. Public Holidays: 11.00am-
1.00pm.
Funerals Enquiries about arranging a funeral at
the Cathedral or Sacred Heart Church,
Horseferry Road, should be made to a priest 
at Cathedral Clergy House in the first instance.

The Rosary is prayed each weekday in
the Lady Chapel after the 5.30pm
Mass. The Chaplet of Divine Mercy is
said in the St Patrick’s Chapel every
Sunday at 1.00pm. Other groups that
meet regularly include the SVP, the
Interfaith Group, the Nigerian Catholic
Association, Oblates of the Cathedral,
the Filipino Club, RCIA, and the Calix
Society. Times and dates are prone to
change – please check the newsletter
for details or contact Clergy House
Reception.

Extraordinary Form: For the liturgical
calendar of the Extraordinary Form
(1962 Missal) of the Roman Rite, please
visit the Latin Mass Society website:
www.lms.org.uk/

I was ordained to the priesthood for
Westminster Diocese in June 2013 and
sent to the St John the Evangelist and
Blessed Sacrament churches in
Islington, where I have been for the
last two years. Before ordination I was
at Allen Hall Seminary for five years,
although I had already been studying
for three years, following a Philosophy
degree at Maryvale College in
Birmingham. I arrived at seminary
after spending three years working in
St Mary Magdalen’s church, Willesden
Green. During this time I helped with
youth clubs and putting on parish
musicals. I had studied Drama at
university in Bristol and, after that, had
moved to London to work as a
musician. 

Following a significant time of
searching and discovery I followed an
RCIA course and was received into the
Church at Easter 1993. I then taught
Drama and English at St Edmund’s
School in Portsmouth for a few years.
Subsequent experiences have included
spending a year with the Franciscan
Friars of the Renewal in New York, and
two years with the Sion Catholic
Community for Evangelisation as part of
their school mission team. I also spent
several years in residential care work. 

I have been helped a great deal by
contact with a Marian movement from
Italy, dedicated to Our Lady, Queen of
Love. I am very grateful to be part of
the work of the Cathedral as one of the
chaplains and I sincerely hope I can be
of service to others while I am here.

New Chaplain: 
Fr Martin Plunkett
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A Wise, Gentle and Kind Priest
Mgr Walter Eamon Drumm, RIP
Born in Highgate, London on 2 March 1940, the son of
Kathleen (formerly Garrett) and Owen Drumm, Walter
was baptised at St Joseph’s church on St Patrick’s Day, 
17 March, perhaps because his father was Irish. He was
confirmed in the same church when he was 11 years of
age. Ordination to the priesthood followed when Walter
was 30 years of age, at St Paul Outside the Walls, in Rome
– close to the Beda College, where he trained for the
priesthood.

Walter’s parents believed in the value of a good
education, and ensured that he and his brother David, nine
years younger, were encouraged to learn. Walter had issues
with his eyes and needed major surgery aged 5; thankfully
successful, he developed a love for reading which
continued into later life. Walter and David, although
dissimilar, were always close and mutually supportive.
Highly intelligent, Walter did well at St Aloysius’ College,
Highgate. He became head boy, and gained a scholarship
to Balliol College, Oxford, to read English, 1959-62. After
university Walter considered entering monastic life, and
thought seriously about joining the Benedictine community
at Ealing Abbey. He soon came to realise that this was not
his vocation and became a teacher in Warlingham, Surrey,
instead. Having taught for some five years, Walter applied
to the Diocese for training for the priesthood and was sent
to the Beda College in 1966.

Following ordination on 14 March 1970, Fr Walter was
appointed assistant priest at St Paul’s, Wood Green, where
he remained until 1973. During this time he considered the
possibility of further studies in Moral Theology in Rome,
but his request was declined because the Cardinal had
someone else in mind. However, his desire to return to
Rome was fulfilled in 1987 when he was appointed Rector
of the Beda. Fr Walter moved from Wood Green to the
Catholic Chaplaincy at Oxford University, initially as
assistant then senior Chaplain. Fr Walter was at the
Chaplaincy for ten years, and is remembered for his
compassionate approach to the many challenges facing
students in those years. He is fondly remembered by many
students who benefited from his ministry, and who trusted
him. In 1983, Fr Walter returned to the Diocese as parish
priest of Our Lady of Victories, Kensington, in succession to
Mgr Kelleher, where he remained for four years. He was
welcoming, good-humoured and kind, and a generous host
– something of a bon viveur.

From Kensington, Fr Walter moved to Rome as Rector of
the Beda in 1987, to oversee the formation of mature men
for the priesthood coming from a variety of countries. He
remained there until the summer of 1991. This was not the
easiest time for him. He was to became seriously unwell
with a life-threatening virus that made him unconscious for
several weeks. Miraculously, he pulled through, but was
left weakened and in poor health for the rest of his life. He
needed almost a year’s convalescence. He then served in
the parish of Mary Immaculate and St Gregory the Great,
Barnet, in 1992, and the following year he went to minister

as a chaplain at Westminster Cathedral. Officially ‘semi-
retired’ Mgr Walter was able to take regular duty as a
confessor and celebrant of early morning Masses as long as
his health permitted. Those who knew him as their spiritual
director testify to his wisdom, gentleness and kindness.
Declining health meant that he had to move to Nazareth
House, Finchley, to receive the care that was needed. He
accepted this change in his living arrangements and
lifestyle with docility and with gratitude to the sisters and
staff who cared for him. He was not given to self-pity or
resentment, but maintained a good sense of humour and
the ability to laugh. A few days before his death he was
visited by a priest friend who said that Mgr Walter was
cheerful and able to walk with assistance, without needing
his wheelchair. He was in good form, still enjoying life, still
enjoying the company of friends. He died peacefully at
Nazareth House on 17 August, 75 years of age, having
been a priest for 45 years. 

May his gentle soul rest in peace.

Cardinal Vincent, Cardinal Cormac, the Auxiliary Bishops,
on behalf of the clergy, religious and people of the
Diocese assure Mgr Walter’s family and friends of our
sympathy and our prayers for the repose of his soul – Mgr
Martin Hayes, Vicar General.

Coming Up Trumps

Jean Trumpington

Pan Macmillan  £7.99

The Lady Vanishes, Not

Fiona Hodges

One evening I was watching a quiz programme that deals
with weekly current affairs. Despite this rather sedate
description, it is usually fast-moving session with a good deal
of ad libbing and gleefully scurrilous comment. One of the
guests was a woman rather older than the others, with crisp
clear diction and very quick wits indeed, as well as a robust
sense of humour. This was Baroness Jean Trumpington, and
when you read this book it will not surprise you to learn that
she ran rings round the other contributors. Her
autobiography turned out to be both enormously entertaining
and also a series of snapshots of several different lives and
outcomes. In her foreword she says that there has been no
design to her life at all and yet she has done and achieved a
startling number of things, which is not what one would
expect for a girl whose career advice consisted of her parents
saying ‘What shall we do about Jean?’

What indeed… If your daughter was a well-brought-up
girl, with no qualifications whatsoever? A perfectly normal
state in 1939, although I should add that despite leaving
formal education at 15 she had a good grasp of modern
languages, which was to be very useful. Someone suggested
Bletchley. She went in as a cipher clerk and spent the next
few years in the strange, cryptic but vital world of code-
breaking, in which she made good friends and had some
surprisingly happy times. 

A succession of jobs in post-war Britain led her to the
conclusion that life in America (New York, in fact) might be
more interesting, and so off she went with her cabin trunk,
arriving in the Big Apple with £2 in her pocket. Once again,
she managed to meet all sorts of fascinating people, but the
most interesting of all was the man she married and who
went on to be a headmaster, whereupon she became what
the back of the book describes as ‘a rather unconventional
headmaster’s wife.’ It was in these years that she began to
work for charities, local committees and as a magistrate,
becoming a councillor as well. Mrs Thatcher made her a life
peer and another life began for her in the odd, but plainly
very diverting, House of Lords. This rather bald summary

does no justice at all to the writing, because I suspect she
writes as she speaks, says what she means and is often very
funny. This is someone with clear principles and firm beliefs,
and who has in fact always worked hard at anything she has
taken on. Without the voluntary work undertaken across this
land every day, many things would not happen, and reading
this book made me aware of how much we take for granted.

Being taken for granted is rather what happened to A A
Milne after the ‘Winnie-the-Pooh’ books became so
successful. Milne, who had a very well-established career as
a playwright, novelist and assistant editor of Punch before
these books (and the associated poems) were published,
was not, one suspects best pleased at finding himself
regarded forever as a children's author. But it is rare to find
any other work by him.  

This looks to be a facsimile reprint of Milne’s only
detective novel, published in 1922, where the hero is quite
simply a rather inquisitive man (not unlike the later Lord
Peter Wimsey, but without the income) and we are spared
gore and forensic wizardry. Instead we are treated to a
seemingly insoluble mystery in a house ‘in the country’
involving a mysterious brother, domestic staff and a lot of
measuring of room dimensions. Raymond Chandler it is not,
although in fact Milne and Chandler were born only a few
years apart; there is a good deal of polite conversation in
this tale, an aspect notably lacking in such works as The
High Window and Farewell My Lovely, though those stories
are as carefully crafted, under the tough talking, as this
work. This is a leisurely whodunnit, although not without its
moments of suspense (and a secret passage!), skating neatly
round the business of murder; all is explained by the end in
a conversational context, because although this is a
detective novel it is not a thriller and there are no chases or
showdowns. It reads rather like an early Agatha Christie,
and its charm lies in the precision and puzzle of the plot,
and the depiction of a household's daily life – a world of
dressing for dinner and playing tennis of an afternoon,
coincidentally in the very year Jean Trumpington was born.

Book Review

The Red House Mystery 

A A Milne

Random House  £7.99




