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A Message from the Cardinal

OremusDecember 2015

From the Chairman

By the time that this letter is being read, we shall have
already entered into Advent and the pre-Christmas season of
carol services, but whilst it is being written we are still in
mid-November and the season of bonfires, fireworks and the
remembrance of the Holy Souls. I know that I’m not alone
when I say that I like visiting graveyards, although to some
ears that may sound rather odd. There’s a marvellous sense of
peace and of true Christian hope to be found just sitting in an
English churchyard on a sunny day.   

I do my best to care for my family’s graves in Norfolk and
in Cobham, and I visit them from time to time, especially on
significant anniversaries, but I’m not given to what might be
called ‘grave worship’, although I know some who find great
comfort from visiting their loved ones’ graves as often as
possible. Just walking round a churchyard, reading the words
on the gravestones can tell you a great deal about the history
and culture of a particular town or village and can be a real
encouragement to prayer. Once, while on a pilgrimage to
Knock, an Irish religious gave me a lovely prayer for saying in
a graveyard: ‘Sweet Jesus bless the Holy Souls and bid their
anguish cease; perpetual light shine down on them and let
them rest in Peace.’

Perhaps because of my earlier life in the Army, I like to visit
the cemeteries in the care of the War Graves Commission. As

From the Chairman
well as touring many of the vast, and
very moving, cemeteries on the Somme
and elsewhere in France, I have been to
British military cemeteries in Sri Lanka,
Kenya, Ghana, Palestine, South Africa,
Italy and the West Indies, and to several
German war cemeteries, including one
in Ireland. The dedicated care and
attention which local employees of the
WGC give to the graves of British and
Commonwealth war dead is always
very moving and is an encouragement to pray; for the dead,
for those who mourn, for those who care for these graves, and
for the promotion of peace and justice for all peoples.

As we prepare ourselves for the celebration of Our Lord’s
Nativity and for all that goes with it in the life of our family,
our parish and in the wider Cathedral community, let us
remember in a positive and practical way our fellow
Christians, especially in Syria and Iraq, whose Christmas will
not be celebrated in the way that they would have liked.

I wish you all a prayerful and holy Advent, and a happy and
blessed Christmas,

On the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception this year,
Pope Francis will open the Holy Door at St Peter’s Basilica
and so inaugurate the Jubilee Year of Mercy. On the
following Sunday, in union with all the world’s bishops in
their respective cathedrals, I will open Westminster
Cathedral’s Door of Mercy. I hope and pray that many
graces will be opened for those who pass through this Holy

Door. But as well as making a
pilgrimage to the Door of Mercy

and gaining the Holy Year
Indulgence, those who travel
to mark the Year of Mercy at
the Cathedral will also be
able to meditate on God’s
great mercy by walking
along a special Way of
Mercy.

Pope Francis rejoices in
the Mercy of God. This is
why he initiated the Year of
Mercy – a time to draw
closer to the Lord’s merciful

heart. His fervent desire is that
every person will experience,

either for the first time or afresh,
the life-changing mercy of God. The

Pope knows that all long for the Father’s merciful embrace –
for that love which accepts us as we are, yet calls us to
become what we are meant to be. His episcopal motto is
itself a reflection on God’s mercy. Taken from the writings of
St Bede, it captures the essence of our encounters with
Christ, the ‘face of the Father’s Mercy’: “Miserando atque
eligendo”, (by having mercy and by choosing). During this
Holy Year, may we all let Our Lord capture us with his
merciful gaze and so choose us to be true apostles of Mercy.

The world longs to know the Gospel of Mercy. It is a
Gospel that may be distilled in these words of Our Lord: ‘Be
merciful just as your Father is merciful. Do not judge, and
you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not
be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and
it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down,
shaken together, running over, will be poured into your lap.
For the measure you give will be the measure you get back’
(Lk 6:36-38). Reflecting on this passage in light of the great
feast of Christmas, we remember that: ‘…God did not send
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save it’
(Jn 3:17). 

Jesus called himself ‘the door’ (Jn 10:9), through which
salvation may be found. The Door of Mercy is therefore
symbolic of the fact that Jesus comes to save, heal and
restore. As we enter the Cathedral’s Holy Door, therefore,
may we also enter more deeply into the Sacred Heart – a
door that was once breached by a soldier’s lance. 

To open the Cathedral's Door of Mercy, I will strike it
with a silver hammer. This action reminds us of Moses
striking the rock, so that living water would quench the
thirst of the people (Num 20.6ff). Likewise, may God strike
our hearts during this Jubilee Year, so that we may be fully
open to receive His overwhelming graces and unending
mercy.

As we journey on towards Christmas, I wish all the
readers of Oremus a blessed Advent and joyful Christmas,

With Advent now upon us, the busy and hectic run up to the
Christmas season truly begins. And as the first candles on the
Advent wreaths are lit in churches around the world, the new
liturgical year for the Church commences. 

Advent, in many ways, is a very strange time because amid
the stress and busyness that many of us find ourselves caught
up in, such as preparation for the Christmas festivities, it is also
very much a time for stillness, reflection and calmness in
preparation for the celebration of our Saviour’s birth. 

One of the problems we all face in our modern lives is
over-complication of situations, relationships and actions. We
often feel the need to go over the top with things, or to put on
a show, thinking that more of something means that it is better.
However, it is very important for us all to remember one word
this season, and that word is ‘ordinary.’ 

If we describe something as ‘ordinary’, in essence we are
saying it is not particularly special, or that it is something
commonplace or standard with no distinctive features. From a
secular point of view, however, the general consensus is that
Christmas should be anything but ordinary – over-indulgence
and spending lots of money is sadly commonplace. 

It is important for us to remember that our Lord and
Saviour was born in Bethlehem, an ordinary town, in an
ordinary location – an ordinary stable, with ordinary hay and
ordinary animals. Christ came into the world full of ordinary
people, on an ordinary night, after an ordinary day. But we
know that while Christ was born in an ordinary way, his birth
was the Incarnation of God himself, the very God who
became a man. 

So when faced with complicated or stressful situations,
perhaps we should remember there is nothing wrong with the
ordinary or straightforward. Christ humbled himself to be born
alongside human beings and animals, in the ordinary human
manner, in order to be like the rest of us. 

Jesus our Saviour was born in Bethlehem. The word
‘Bethlehem’ comes from a Hebrew word meaning ‘house of
bread’, which shows clearly the significance of Jesus being
born there – Jesus is the bread of life (Jn 6:35). The church of
the Nativity in Bethlehem is believed to occupy the space
above the site that marks the birthplace of Jesus. It attracts
many pilgrims who, each and every day of the year, choose to
visit this ordinary town that our extraordinary Saviour was
born in. 

‘For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace.’ (Is 9:6).

Canon Christopher Tuckwell

Enter the Door of God’s Mercy
A Message for the Holy Year 
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Donato Tallo

The Ordinary Birth of an Extraordinary Saviour 

�Cardinal Vincent Nichols
Archbishop of Westminster

Patron of Oremus
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Year of Mercy Way of Mercy

Advertisement

Tim Ruocco

Something unusual in the life of the Cathedral has been
taking place on its upper levels. Following Pope Francis’
announcement that a Jubilee Year of Mercy will begin on 8
December, Cardinal Vincent Nichols conceived of a Way of
Mercy for Westminster Cathedral. This Way will comprise
of artwork coordinated by Rachel Sim and her team of
artists, who have taken on the monumental task, and who
have been working on the project up in the Cathedral’s
galleries for the past few months. 

I met with Rachel to discuss the Way of Mercy, but also to
find out a little more about the artist herself.

‘My dad was in print and my mum’s means of expression
was always through art and craft, at which she is highly
skilled,’ Rachel began. ‘At school my favourite subject was
art, but I was by no means the best! For my A Levels, the
head of year told me to drop Art and gave me all the sound
reasons why it was a waste of time. But I was stubborn.’ 

Continuing to be ‘obstinate’, she went on to study Fine
Art in Liverpool, and at the same time was following one of
the New Movements in the Church, bringing the Catholic
faith alive for her and inspiring her to seek to marry these
two major impulses in her life. This set a foundation for
Rachel to begin to explore iconography. However, this was
not so well received by her tutors who could not understand
her desire to paint ‘Mary as Mary.’ They were puzzled at her
work, which seemed singularly backward looking. 

At this point, full of doubts about studying Art, Rachel
sought direction from catechists. She recalled them saying,
‘We don’t understand why, but we encourage you to
continue, the Church needs Catholic artists.’ Rachel

Year of Mercy: Interview with Rachel Sim
commented, ‘This came as a surprise. It wasn’t the answer
that I was expecting.’

It was this support that helped Rachel to persevere and
gain a degree following her dissertation on the Rublev
Trinity. She went on to work for 11 years at the Victoria
and Albert Museum before taking a break to study an MA,
specialising in Iconography. 

Rachel’s involvement with the Cathedral started in
2011, when she was asked to paint the Paschal candle for
the Easter Vigil. The Cathedral was pleased to receive her
work, and so she continued this service in the following
years. When she stumbled across the Cardinal’s plan for
the Year of Mercy, she offered her MA study of Rublev’s
Trinity to help the project. After further discussion with the
Cathedral’s Sub-Administrator, Fr Alexander Master, she
agreed to be the coordinator and designer for the Way of
Mercy.

Rachel’s description of the Way of Mercy provides a lot
of food for thought. ‘When you think of the Stations of the
Cross, what you expect is a series of places where you are
to stop and meditate on the Passion of Christ in a
consecutive way. So, in the same way, the Cardinal’s idea
of making a Way of Mercy is to make it clear what Mercy
is in a meditative way, where you can stop and each stop
adds up, leading to a fuller understanding and experience
of God’s Mercy.’

‘The door you walk through, the Holy Door, leads you
into a Holy Space and the first image you are greeted with
is the Trinity. The one that the Cardinal wanted in
particular is called The Trinity, Seat of Mercy. We can
easily recognise the symbolism of the dove representing
the Holy Spirit, Jesus on the cross and God the Father
surrounded by the angels. But the odd part of the image
that catches your eye are the three babes held in God the
Father’s arms in a cloth. This is based on a very ancient
picture type that has been in the Church’s vocabulary for
hundreds of years called The Bosom of Abraham. As we
know from the Creed, before Christ entered Hell and drew
out its captives, nobody could enter Heaven. So all the just
were waiting for Heaven to be opened. The Jewish
understanding is that the just waited, held in the bosom of
Abraham. Abraham can be interpreted as a representation
of God the Father. So this particular image shows the
Father receiving the just, the holy souls, through the
sacrifice of His Son. It shows how the Trinity works, that
the incarnate love of the Father is the Son, through the
Holy Spirit, and that He is His Mercy.’

Rachel and her team are working tirelessly to prepare a
beautiful Way, not only for people to understand why the
Year of Mercy has been called, but also to help them
engage personally in the Mercy of God aided by these
fascinating and original works of art.           

The Cathedral’s Holy Door and the Way of Mercy, a
‘Stations of Mercy’ for the Holy Year, will be opened by
the Cardinal on Sunday 13 December. The January edition
of Oremus will hopefully contain a guide to the Way of
Mercy.

Rachel Sim

We were delighted to receive Cardinal Vincent Nichols
and Fr John O’Leary to the Way of Mercy in progress. We
were especially happy as the Cardinal spent a few
moments with each artist. 

First, he met with Mike Quirke, who has been working
on The Merciful Father and The Conversion of St Paul.
Next, a young Catholic artist presented the Works of
Mercy – beautiful graphic representations. Greeting
Freddie Quartley, the Cardinal received a photograph of
the lettering for the Door of Mercy. He also gave special
attention to Bernard Allen, accompanied by his wife and
two children, as he is responsible for the installation and
display of these monumental works! Lastly, he came to see
my work: The Resurrection; The Divine Mercy, a fresh new
realisation created for this Way of Mercy in Westminster;
and The Trinity, Seat of Mercy, a new painting based on a
fifteenth century type. He paused here and, as we
assembled for the group photograph, he shared a few
words with us all about the Works of Mercy. The Cardinal’s
words were breathtaking in their simplicity and depth.

It was a wonderful encouragement to receive his
blessing as we continue our work. We are now in the last
weeks before the opening of the Jubilee Year of Mercy at
Vespers in Westminster Cathedral on Sunday 13 December
at 3.30pm.
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Sleepout
Advertisement

The invitation to take part in the second annual CEO
Sleepout for homeless charities from Cathy Corcoran, CEO
Cardinal Hume Centre, was one I accepted with great relish.
It has been a concern of mine for a long time seeing people,
mostly younger than myself, bedding down in doorways in
London, usually with little prospect of being able to break
this pattern of life without the support of organisations such
as the Cardinal Hume Centre. One has only to read the
stories of people whose lives have been turned round by the
excellent direction and support that provides them with the
confidence to change their lives for the better.

On a mild and dry October evening, along with the editor
of Oremus, Dylan Parry, and a hundred or so other fellow
sleepers from various walks of life, including MPs and captains
of industry, we turned up at the main entrance to The Oval
cricket ground to be ushered into the Long Room where the
tour of the ground started, taking in the pitch (but forbidden to
tread on the wicket area), dressing rooms and committee
room, which has the best view of the wicket at test matches. 
It was amusing to see the notice advising those fortunate to be
sitting on the balcony outside not to move when the TV
cameras are on at the far end of the ground, as it can cause
irritation to the players… and they (the well-known guests?)
may be caught on camera!

For those who were so inclined, there was an opportunity
to use the nets in the indoor cricket school to partake in a
‘Who can hit the fastest ball?’ challenge. Although it is a fair
time since I hit a cricket ball in anger, your correspondent did
manage to move his feet enough times to make contact with
the deliveries from the bowling machine which, thankfully,
were more slow to medium rather than medium to fast, and
were mostly wide of the off stump!

Before choosing a place outside to sleep in front of the
pavilion, there was an official welcome and an opportunity to
meet with fellow sleepers. It was good that a number of young
people currently benefiting from the three charities for whom
the Sleepout was to raise money (Cardinal Hume Centre, De
Paul UK and Church Urban Fund) were present and I found
them all to be positive people, who had discovered a sense of
purpose in their lives.

A Night Out at The Oval
Taking part in the annual CEO Sleepout
Paul Tobin

Lights out was at midnight although most people had
bedded down well before then. Sleeping out in the open on a
hard surface was completely different from the comforts of
one’s own bed. Like others I spoke to afterwards, it was a case
of snatching an hour’s sleep here and there. As the sounds of
traffic on the busy Harleyford Road died down, so the sounds
of the chimes of Big Ben seemed to be louder than usual. As
the hour struck, on more than one occasion while camped out
in the open, I found myself counting the number of hours until
it was six; then, as if on cue, the first Heathrow bound plane
flew overhead and it was time for all to get up, have a coffee
and swap stories of the night’s sleep – or lack of it.

One night sleeping out in the open never did anyone any
harm, but doing so night after night in all weathers in an
unsafe environment is something no one should have to
endure. By raising awareness and funds for charities, those
who took part in the Sleepout and those good people who
sponsored them, will have been able to contribute in a
practical way by raising nearly £90,000. 

Health permitting, I am looking forward to participating in
next year’s Sleepout!

Paul Tobin is an Assistant MC at the Cathedral and an old boy
of the Choir School.
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Pope in the USA Guild of St John Southworth

This past September, Pope Francis made his first visit to the
United States as Supreme Pontiff, in a three city tour of
Washington DC, New York and Philadelphia. His visit lasted
six days. During the American tour, which succeeded a visit
to the island nation of Cuba, Pope Francis was often received
unlike any previous Pope, and had a tremendously positive
impact on both American society and the Catholic Church. 

Previous papal visits to the United States were
undertaken by Blessed Pope Paul VI in 1965, Pope St John
Paul II in 1979 and 1993 and Pope Benedict XVI in 2008.
The visit of Pope Francis came, however, at a critical time
and changing environment for the Catholic Church in
America, perhaps not seen since Pope St John XXIII opened
the Second Vatican Council, 1962-65. The United States, a
major world power with 80 million Catholic faithful, now
holds the fourth largest Catholic population globally.
American Catholics are conceivably the most generous in
terms of donations to Catholic charities, missions and the
Vatican City State itself, according to recent statistics
published in The Wall Street Journal. The social and
financial impact of American Catholics on the Church is
therefore readily recognisable, as is the importance of the
Holy Father in developing robust relations with his
American flock.

The Holy Father’s Exceptional Visit
Pope Francis in the United States

Misuse of capitalism
Pope Francis has asserted, and rightly so, that there is an

imperative need to address the misuse of capitalism, referring
to the unbridled pursuit of riches as ‘the dung of the devil.’ He
has also emphasised the negative impact from global climate
change addressed in his second encyclical entitled ‘On Care
for Our Common Home: Laudato Si’ (‘Praise be to You’),
stating ‘the earth, our home, is beginning to look more and
more like an immense pile of filth.’ Essentially, he says that
greed and corruption brought about through the excess and
abuse of global capitalism has ruined the natural environment,
destroyed the sanctity of the family, created a world society
focused on materialism, and led to the disenfranchisement and
exploitation of the poor – especially in developing nations. 

Earlier this year, Pope Francis embarked on a trip to
several South American countries including Bolivia, Ecuador
and Paraguay, emphasising the need for ‘respecting
differences, fostering dialogue and participation without
exclusion.’ These goals would extend positive economic
development to the poor and marginalised, struggling under
aspects of global capitalism, such as the trickle-down theory
of economics, and destruction of the environment to
increase corporate profitability. Perhaps President Rafael
Correa of the Ecuadorian Republic boldly summarised Pope
Francis’ visit best when he stated that ‘poverty on our
continent is due not to a lack of resources but to perverse
political, social and economic systems.’

Three months after South America, the Holy Father
returned to the Americas visiting the United States and Cuba.
In 2013, Pope Francis made a personal plea to both the
American and Cuban presidents resulting in a series of secret
diplomatic meetings between both governments. The United
States has imposed an embargo on Cuba since 1960. The Holy
Father’s letters to Barack Obama and Raúl Castro urging the
two presidents to commit to a peace resulted in renewed
relations between the two countries. Amazingly, within a few
months the two nations opened embassies in each country for
the first time in over half a century. Pope Francis’ dedication to
peace has yielded unimaginable results in the Americas.

The ‘rock star pope’
It is under these circumstances that Pope Francis arrived at

the airfield in Prince George’s County, Maryland, with
President Barack Obama and the presidential family to
welcome him. The reception that Pope Francis received from
the American government, media and people was
unimaginable. Dubbed the ‘rock star pope,’ this was the first
time an American president awaited a papal visit at the airport,
rather than at the White House. The Holy Father met with the
President and addressed both houses of the United States
Congress, unprecedented for a papal visit, and exceptionally
rare for any foreign leader, religious or political. Pope Francis’
speech addressed the key global issues he has made signature
to his papacy.

Travelling on to New York City, the Pope led Vespers at the
recently restored St Patrick’s Cathedral, celebrated Mass for

thousands in Madison Square Garden’s large sports arena and
rode along Central Park Drive West greeting 80,000 Catholic
New Yorkers. Pope Francis addressed the entire General
Assembly of the United Nations, stressing action on the global
challenges he had previously enumerated. He then went on to

Philadelphia
saying Mass at
the Cathedral of
Sts Peter and
Paul and visited
incarcerated
criminals in an
American
prison, another
rare stopover
for a foreign
leader. 

Perhaps he
received the
warmest

welcome and largest attendance of Catholic faithful in New
York City. This can be reflected in the preparations undertaken
for welcoming the Pontiff, which were on an enormous scale,
including security unlike anything ever seen in New York City’s
history. Preparations included a large painted mural of Pope
Francis stretching 225 feet high and 93 feet across on the
south side of a building on New York’s Eighth Avenue. The
$177 million, or approximately £115 million, restoration of
Saint Patrick’s Cathedral was expedited in order to host Pope
Francis for Vespers during his visit. This was quite an
extraordinary achievement, with 3,700 stained glass window
panels, 18,000 pieces of marble façade, the entire plaster and
timber ceiling and many other sections all needing to be
completed.

Christ-like
Pope Francis’ sheer popularity and enormously positive

reception in New York City was likely due to his refocusing the
Church’s attention away from social rules, sometimes weighed
down with contention, and instead towards the poor and
disenfranchised, as well as highlighting the greed, corruption
and negative climate change manifested through global
capitalism. These actions seem much like those of Jesus,
conveying unconditional love to the marginalised in society,
such as lepers and the blind, or overturning the money
changers’ table in the Temple. It seems Pope Francis has
initiated the reform and global action necessary to change
today’s ‘Temple.’ 

The Catholic Church has a history of fighting for social
justice in the United States, stemming from America’s
‘original sin’, slavery. These actions include defending civil
rights, the struggle to end segregation and the abolition of
capital punishment or state executions. Pope Francis has
successfully continued this Catholic legacy in America.
Maybe the physical representation of this legacy and a final
expression of his overall popularity in America was the
issuance of three gold-plated quarter dollars, all legal
United States currency. The obverse side of each coin was
struck with the imagery of the state encompassing the city
he visited, New York, Pennsylvania and the federal district of
Washington DC. The reverse side of each coin displayed a
different image of Pope Francis. Clearly, it can be said the
impact of Pope Francis in America was exceptional.  

Gregory Bilotto is from New York and is a PhD student at the
School of Oriental and African Studies. His latest book,
entitled Along the Mount Beacon Incline Railway, may be
purchased from Arcadia Publishing on Amazon UK.

Gregory Bilotto

Painted mural of Pope Francis in New York City, Author’s collection.

Three gold-plated coins of Pope Francis’
American visit, Author’s collection.

On 14 October, 18 members and friends of the Cathedral’s
Guild of St John Southworth visited Tyburn Convent and the
Shrine of the English and Welsh Martyrs on the busy
Bayswater Road, London.

The Benedictine Adorers of the Sacred Heart of Jesus was
founded by a French woman – Mother Marie de Saint Pierre
from Montmartre – in 1903. They pray night and day before
the exposed Blessed Sacrament, and maintain the Martyrs’
Shrine in the chapel crypt in recognition of the men and
women who gave their lives for the faith. Here are preserved
relics of some of the Martyrs, and a replica of the three
cornered gallows, the Tyburn Tree, forms part of the altar.  

On arrival we were given a warm welcome by Mother
Catherine, the Prioress, before being taken down to the
Martyrs’ Chapel by Australian nun, Mother Lioba, who gave us
an enthusiastic, riveting and animated talk on the martyrs.

We were told that Tyburn had been a site of execution
from 1196 up to 1783, with gory descriptions of how the
martyrs were hanged, drawn and quartered. We heard of the
history leading up to the Reformation and details of many
Catholic martyrs, including St Thomas More, St John Fisher
and St Edmund Campion. Of course we were also given the
history of St John Southworth, and the details of his capture,
execution and the return of his body to Douai which, in 1930,
was translated to Westminster Cathedral. St Oliver Plunkett
was the last Catholic to be martyred on this site in July 1681.

We also heard about the Carthusian monks of the London
Charterhouse who were martyred by Henry VIII because they
would not acknowledge the supremacy of the King over the
Church in England.

The Tyburn gallows stood roughly at the junction of what is
now Oxford Street and Park Lane, but which were originally
called Tyburn Road and Tyburn Lane. The bodies were buried
nearby and there are still many remains in the area.
Executions continued until 1783, when London expanded to
include the area, and the new residents were not keen to have
this site on their doorstep. All felons were executed there, not
only martyrs, and executions drew huge crowds of onlookers.
We heard many more interesting facts about obtaining relics
and what happened to the bodies. May I encourage you to
visit, too.

Louise Sage is a Cathedral volunteer.

Guild Visit To Tyburn
Louise Sage
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with the mosaics in Boston Public Library. They lived near
Sargent in Chelsea and were close friends of his; they often
travelled together. The east window was given by Mrs Hills
(whom Sargent had painted again in 1905) in 1906. Von
Glehn visited Chartres in connection with the commission.

Another painter friend of Sargent was William Christian
Symons, who designed the mosaics and opus sectile in the
Holy Souls Chapel at the Cathedral, and other works. In 1899,
Bentley wrote to Symons that he had told Cardinal Vaughan
he would like him and Sargent to design a chapel each; he
would do a third. Charles Napier Hemy, the only Catholic
Royal Academician, and an old friend of Bentley, told Mrs de
l’Hôpital (Bentley’s daughter and biographer) that he had
called on Sargent at Vaughan’s request to invite him to make
designs for mosaics, but he declined. Anyone who knows the
remarkable murals of The Triumph of Religion by Sargent at
the Boston Public Library (pictured, left) will greatly regret this.

Vaughan did invite Sargent to dinner, along with Bentley,
Symons, and Sir Laurence Alma-Tadema. His intention was to
persuade them to agree with his idea of commissioning
Ludwig Seitz to do mosaics. Seitz, a pupil of the Nazarene
painter Friedrich Overbeck, and Director of the Vatican
Galleries, had done the mosaics in the Pius IX chapel of San
Lorenzo in Rome, and also worked at the Vatican Palace and
Loreto. Vaughan produced photographs of his work, but ‘the
unanimous verdict’ was ‘the absolute unsuitability of his style
for the Cathedral’.

Sargent did make one small contribution to the Cathedral,
the ‘line of vivid green’ around the edges of Symons’s hanging
rood: ‘this touch of contrasting colour was added at the
suggestion of John Sargent, RA, to produce a jewel-like effect
in the setting’. According to Hemy, he also tried to persuade
Vaughan to carry out Bentley’s wonderful design for a marble
floor, but without success.

Peter Howell is a former Chairman of the Victorian Society
and is a member of the Cathedral’s Art and Architecture
Committee.

John Singer Sargent Recent Appointments

Sargent and Bentley
The Artist and the Architect

I was ordained to the priesthood for the
Diocese of Westminster on 16 January
2010, in my home parish of St Paul,
Wood Green. My first appointment was
Blessed Sacrament and Sts Peter and
Paul, Clerkenwell, followed by the Holy
Trinity, Brook Green, and then the
combined Catholic parishes of Welwyn
Garden City. 

My calling to the priesthood was a
little later than some, and in September

2005 I was blessed to begin my formation in Allen Hall. Prior
to this new way of life my career spanned 23 years. Four years
as a civil servant, not so far from here in Marsham Street. I
then spent 16 years working for the NHS in Primary Health
Care in Haringey. After a break of one year for further studies, 
I worked as the parish administrator for St Paul’s, Wood Green,
and parish catechist for St Joseph’s, Wembley.    

My parents originated from Ireland and my faith was well
rooted by them in the parish of St Paul’s, Wood Green, where I
was Baptised, made my First Confession, received my First
Holy Communion, was Confirmed and finally Ordained. 

As I said, the call to priesthood came later than some, and
no one was more surprised than me. I thought I had my life
mapped out; but God had other plans. After a period of
discernment, I had to respond to His call. I took a chance and
said ‘Yes.’ Like any vocation in life, there have been good
times and difficult times. However, I have no regrets about
answering God’s call and can’t imagine doing anything else
with my life. God gives us all free choice. But the best choice
of all is to do God’s will. I very much look forward to serving
the Cathedral parish.

Cathedral Chaplain:
Fr Gerard O’Brien

I am so pleased to be working here at Westminster Cathedral,
just a short tube ride from my home parish: Willesden Green
in North West London. I have been overwhelmed by the great

welcome I have received over
these past two months by all
the staff, volunteers and
parishioners. I have to be
honest in saying that before
starting my role as assistant to
Fr Alexander Master, I had not
been into the Cathedral very
much. So, I am now starting to
explore the beauty of the
architecture, the mosaics and
trying to comprehend the

sheer scale of this Cathedral, set in the heart of London. I am
also very privileged to live and work alongside the Cathedral’s
Chaplains, who work tirelessly to support your spiritual needs.

I was brought up a Catholic, receiving the sacraments,
while attending the London Oratory School for seven years.
Subsequently, I moved up to Leeds, in the beautiful county of
Yorkshire, where I studied Theology for three years at the
University. I thoroughly enjoyed living away from home –
London and its crowded city streets. While in Leeds I was able
to go for hikes in the Dales and on the Peaks, and visit the
historical cities, churches and villages where the fire of
Catholicism burned brightly. I even learnt how to say words
with a northern twang. However, after three years of cold,
miserable winters, I longed to be with my family and desired
to work (not study), all of which brought me here.

Sub-Administrator’s Assistant: 
Francis Thomas

Peter Howell

The recent exhibition of portraits by John Singer Sargent at
the National Portrait Gallery serves as a reminder of the
painter’s admiration for Bentley’s work. It was he who
recommended that Bentley should be given the commission
for his only Anglican church, St Luke’s, Chiddingstone
Causeway, Kent. 

The client was Mrs Ernest Hills, of Redleaf, Penshurst.
Sargent had painted her portrait in 1895. She was the widow
of Frank Ernest Hills, son of the proprietor of the Deptford
Chemical Works and the Thames Ironworks, who had died in
1895. Bentley sent her his first design for the church in
February 1897. The church, which was paid for by Mrs Hills
and other members of the Hills family, was in memory of
Frank Clarke Hills and his wife Annie Ellen, and their sons
Frank Ernest and Edward Henry.

Dedicated in 1898, it is a most attractive building, of Bath
stone, ‘in the local style of the early sixteenth century’,
according to Winefride de l’Hôpital (though John Newman
describes it as ‘by no means in the Kentish vernacular’). It
consists of a broad nave and chancel, with a tower on the
north side, which never received the flèche intended by the
architect. The altar and communion rails are by Bentley, as is
the astonishing font, an octagonal bowl of cipollino (a marble
used a great deal in the Cathedral) on an alabaster base. The
pulpit and chancel stalls were carried out by his firm after his
death. The chancel floor tiles show leopards’ heads. ‘Bentley
remarked… to Mrs Hills, with the humorous eye-twinkle she
knew and loved: “You notice I have made them all put their
tongues out at you, because you are Protestants”’. (In fact he
used the same design in Catholic churches.) 

The stained glass at St Luke’s is striking and colourful, but
hardly appropriate. Both the large east window and the south
window have glass designed by the painter Wilfrid von Glehn.
He met his American wife Jane when he was assisting Sargent

Light your Christmas this year with
Lux in Obscurum eco candles and
make the world a brighter place

(Our candles are made 
from 100% soya wax,
avoiding all that
polluting crude oil-
based paraffin wax,
as well as palm oil
stearin, which is
grown by chopping
down rainforests

for plantations and
making orangutangs

homeless)

As available via luxinobscurum15@gmail.com,
St Vincent de Paul shop, Westminster Cathedral,
hopefully Servite Friary shop, 263 Fulham Road, Chelsea,
our upcoming website and a market stall near you....
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100th Birthday

Ad Multos Annos, Mgr Augustine Hoey!

The following is taken from the newly published
biographical memoir of Mgr Augustine Hoey Ob
OSB, Trembling on the Edge of Eternity, written
by Antony Pinchin and Graeme Jolly Ob OSB.
This is a much abridged version of the chapter
that describes Mgr Hoey’s conversion to
Catholicism and his subsequent role at the
Cathedral. 

In mid-November, it was announced that 
Fr Augustine Hoey, who is well-known to and
much-loved by Cathedral regulars, had been
appointed Chaplain to His Holiness with the title
‘Monsignor.’ Also, on 22 December, Mgr Hoey
will celebrate his 100th birthday. We offer him
our heartiest congratulations on being made a
Monsignor and also in anticipation of his birthday
– Ad multos annos! 

The early 1990s were a period of uncertainty and turmoil
for a significant number of Anglican clergy and laity. The
General Synod of the Church of England had voted narrowly
in favour of the ordination of women to the priesthood on 11
November 1992. For some, the announcement of the result
of the vote was the moment when they knew what they had
to do. For some, it was a confirmation of what their
conscience had already been telling them. For some, it was a
shock which began a process. Fr Augustine Hoey had
privately concluded some time before the vote that were the
Church of England to ordain women to the priesthood, he
would have to become a Roman Catholic. It was not a crisis
but simply a moment to embark on a new phase of his
spiritual journey.

At a human level, however, there were a number of
consequences of this inner decision, already shared with
Cardinal Hume, and many questions arose. At the moment
when the exploration of Reception into Full Communion
with the Catholic Church began, Hoey had no expectations
of being ordained due to his age – nearly 80. He looked
back on his life as a member of the Community of the
Resurrection [CR] and hoped that somehow this could
continue albeit that he would be in Communion with Rome
not Canterbury.

At the time, there was exploration of many possible paths
to Rome for both individuals, and parish groups. The idea of
a ‘Personal Prelature’, already provided for in the Code of
Canon Law and operating for Opus Dei, fell by the wayside
at an early stage, while the concept of an ‘Ordinariate’ as
later realised by Pope Benedict XVI lay far in the future. In
the mid-1990s, discussions were mainly at Diocesan level
and decisions mainly on an individual basis although some
of the discussions and decisions reached the desk of the
Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith,
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger. Although many at the time
regretted the seeming impossibility of groups of Anglicans
being received with their priest it is not unlikely that the
experience of those who ‘swam the Tiber’ in the 1990s
informed Ratzinger’s thinking to such an extent that as Pope
he was able to implement a new juridical structure for
Anglican converts in the Apostolic Constitution,
Anglicanorum Coetibus.

In the absence of a special ‘scheme’, the Archdiocese of
Westminster, under Cardinal Hume, facilitated the reception
and ordination of a number of former Anglican clergy after
only a relatively short period of discernment and formation.

‘D-day’ in the synodical and parliamentary process within
the Church of England was 22 February 1994, the date of the
‘Promulgation of the Canon’, a step which permitted the
lawful ordination of women priests in the Church of England
and also inaugurated the availability of financial payments to
Anglican clergy who resigned from their posts – commonly
referred to at the time as the ‘compensation’ – although this
was not applicable to Hoey as he was already beyond
retirement age.

Hoey returned to see the Cardinal. Despite his calm
exterior, it is hard to imagine that Hoey did not experience a
level of inner turmoil, or at least uncertainty not only with
regard to a change in allegiance but significantly about his
membership or otherwise of the Community of the
Resurrection.

In Hoey’s mind there remained the possibility of
becoming a Catholic whilst remaining a member of CR.
Some preliminary discussions took place within CR about
this. Whilst to some at the time this may have seemed
fanciful, this has now been effected in respect of a more
recent convert, former Anglican Bishop Robert Mercer, CR
who is now a Catholic priest incardinated in the Personal
Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham whilst still a
member of the Community.

For Hoey it was becoming a Catholic that was the
imperative, compared with which all other considerations
paled into relative inconsequence. Having made his
Confession at Corpus Christi Church in Maiden Lane,
Augustine Hoey was Received into Full Communion with
the Catholic Church on 9 April 1994 in the Lady Chapel of
Westminster Cathedral by Cardinal Basil Hume. For the
time being at least, he continued living in CR’s London
House in Burghley Street.

Hoey’s future in the Community was on the agenda of
the General Chapter of CR in July 1994. He asked the
community to consider the possibility that he would remain
a member of CR, as a Roman Catholic, living in a CR
House, attending the Offices and community Eucharist, but
going to a Roman Catholic Mass outside. Opinions within
the community were divided.

Finally, Hoey decided that it was hopeless and that he
would have to ask permission to leave the community.

There were two issues to be dealt with: where to live
and how to cope with the loss involved in having to leave
the religious life. The issue of physical homelessness was
resolved with reasonable speed: 

I had been thinking about Charterhouse, but there was
a long waiting list. The Queen Mother had kept in touch by
Christmas cards since her visit to St Katharine’s and I knew
her Lady-in-Waiting, Elizabeth Bassett. The Queen Mother
knew my desire for Charterhouse. Clarence House rang
them to say, ‘We’d like you to take Fr Hoey now!’ I was
attracted by history and knew people who had gone there.
I was into Charterhouse in days. There was no farewell at
Burghley Street. They didn’t know what to do.

The issue of spiritual homelessness had been on
Cardinal Hume’s mind. Hoey recalls that at my second
meeting with him, the Cardinal had said, ‘go to
Cockfosters.’ With insight and sensitivity, Cardinal Hume
had been reflecting on the difficulties for an Anglican
religious in facing the loss of his priestly ministry and also,
potentially, facing separation from his community of over
fifty years. The Olivetan Benedictine monastery offered a
possible spiritual anchorhold.

The ties with Mirfield were formally dissolved at the
General Chapter held from 29 December 1994 to 7 January
1995. The Minutes record that ‘Augustine was not present
during this chapter. After a discussion by chapter to assist
Augustine to discern the Will of God in the matter and
having submitted to the Superior a formal request for
release, chapter expressed its mind in a formal vote.’ So it
was that Augustine was released from CR after 50 years.

Mgr Augustine Hoey

Hoey made his Oblation to Abbot Vittorino Mario
Aldinucci, formerly Abbot of San Miniato al Monte in the
Abbey Church at Cockfosters with a small number of his
friends present. Although Hoey had not thought ordination to
the priesthood a possibility, Cardinal Hume had a different
view: 

I was placed in the hands of Dom Placid, the Prior at
Cockfosters. Cardinal Hume said to him, “when you tell me 
Fr Hoey is ready for Ordination…” Two weeks later the Prior
came back with the decision. I owe so much to Cardinal
Hume.

Hoey was ordained to the diaconate privately and, two
days later, was ordained priest on 20 February 1995.
Archbishop George Stack recalls:

I was present at the ordination of Augustine by Cardinal
Basil Hume in Westminster Cathedral. At that time I was fairly
early on in my time as Administrator of Westminster
Cathedral. It was obvious by the extraordinary attendance and
the diverse nature of the congregation that he was a person of
outstanding influence in the spiritual lives of many people. He
himself confessed that his ordination as a Catholic priest was
like a homecoming for him.

Archbishop Stack, then Administrator at the Cathedral,
[continues]:

He certainly thought of Westminster Cathedral as a
spiritual home for himself. From the earliest days he made
himself available to hear confessions, a particularly important
ministry in the life of the Cathedral. Patience and wisdom
were two of the most common qualities people spoke to me
about in his regard as a confessor and spiritual director.

On one level, life at Charterhouse was ideal because of his
Anglican background and the fellowship offered by the
communal living amongst the brothers. But I think he wanted
a deeper fellowship. A fellowship of faith and the sacraments
as well as community. It was on that basis that I invited him to
come to live and work at the Cathedral. It was one of the
wisest decisions of my time as Administrator. A delightful
presence in the house and in the Cathedral. Delighting in
everything that went on.

Able to mix with anybody. Taking an interest in all things.
Never complaining about the somewhat spartan conditions.
And always assiduous in his duties and in the liturgy. He was
a great example to young and old priests alike. A unique
quality in someone so wise and experienced was the
extraordinary respect in which he held everybody – including
the Administrator. He took nothing for granted and was
grateful for everything.

His preaching was obviously something valued by us all. It
must surely have come from his missionary background.
Anglican in style (if I might say), beautifully enunciated, with
dramatic pauses and skilled use of oratory. I particularly
remember him preaching at ‘The Christmas Celebration’ 
– a huge event in the Cathedral calendar. The sermon was
structured around the crib and the cross – masterful.

Continued on page 21
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Buffs was amalgamated to form the Queen’s Regiment, so I
found I had served in regiments formed under both Queen
Elizabeth I and Queen Elizabeth II. A few years later, in 1972,
13 demonstrators were shot dead by the British Army in
Londonderry, and Northern Ireland exploded into violence. I
was sent out there with the security forces and after two two-
year tours returned to England in 1976, disillusioned and
depressed by the refusal of the various opposing factions to
recognize the need for compromise if a lasting peace and
enduring political settlement was ever to be achieved.

But then came the Queen’s Silver Jubilee of 1977. I went
down to Windsor for a picnic with my sister and we waved as
the Queen drove slowly past down the Long Walk, receiving a
friendly wave from the Queen in return. Everyone there
seemed to be from Windsor and the atmosphere was like that
of a family party. Later I remember the magnificent fireworks
above Buckingham Palace and, closer to home, those above
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Cathedral History

The Centenary and the Queen

Twenty years ago, in 1995, the Cathedral celebrated its
centenary. Celebrations continued throughout the year and
culminated in the attendance of Her Majesty the Queen at
Vespers in the Cathedral on 30 November. It was a truly
magnificent and unforgettable year.

On 29 June 1895, Cardinal Herbert Vaughan, third
Archbishop of Westminster, laid the foundation stone of the
Cathedral which he was founding. One hundred years later,
the Cathedral celebrated its first centenary. There was a festival
of music, opening with Handel’s Messiah on 16 February,
continuing with Elgar’s The Dream of Gerontius, Bach’s B
Minor Mass, The Creation by Haydn, a concert by the BBC
National Orchestra of Wales, and concluding, on 28
November, with a concert by the London Symphony Chorus
and the Philharmonia Orchestra, which included Elgar’s
Enigma Variations and Walton’s Belshazzar’s Feast. I
remember particularly The Dream of Gerontius, which so
moved me, on duty at the Information Desk, that I got onto
the wrong train at Victoria Station.

A series of six Lenten Meditations by European Cardinals
was a central feature of the Cathedral’s programme of worship
for its Centenary Year. Starting on the evening of 8 March and
continuing on each Wednesday of Lent, one of five visiting
Cardinals joined our own Cardinal, George Basil Hume,
Archbishop of Westminster, in giving a Lenten meditation. The
visiting Cardinals were Cardinal Martini from Milan, Cardinal
Daly from Armagh, Cardinal Simonis from Utrecht, Cardinal
Lustiger from Paris and Cardinal Danneels from Malines-
Brussels. Each service lasted an hour and began with an
introduction and opening prayer from Cardinal Hume
followed by a proclamation of the Gospel and then the
meditation.

Besides the Lenten Meditations, there were also eight
Centenary Lectures, centred on the call by Pope Paul VI for us
to work ‘Towards a Civilisation of Love’, exploring the place
of Christian values in contemporary society. These started on 9
March with Helena Kennedy QC speaking on Christian Values
in the Law, followed by Michael Fogarty on Christian Values

in the Economy, Hugo Young on Christian Values in the Media,
Rt Hon John Patten MP on Christian Values in Education, Sir
Philip Dowson on Christian Values in Architecture, Stuart
Horner on Christian Values in Medicine, John Tavener on
Christian Values in Music and finally Rt Hon Sir Edward Heath
MP on Christian Values in Politics.

Perhaps the most popular Centenary event was the Festival
of Flowers and Music, the theme of which was ‘Cathedrals of
the World’, which was held in the Cathedral from 16-21 May.
Many of the world’s finest flower arrangers were actively
involved, decorating the aisles, arches, chapels and altars with
a series of amazing floral displays which used more than 1.2
million flowers, gathered from all over the world. Their
fragrance was magnificent and almost overwhelming. This time
I was on duty in St Patrick’s Chapel, which featured the
‘Westminster Rose’, a new rose especially cultivated for the
occasion by Harkness Rose Nurseries of Hitchin,
Hertfordshire, and about which, I am ashamed to say, I knew
very little, as I did about roses in general.

Then there was the Centenary Organ Festival which ran
from 6 June to 19 September and provided a series of eight
organ recitals featuring the Cathedral’s renowned Henry Willis
III grand organ, played by some of the world’s most
distinguished organists: Gillian Weir, Piet Kee, Peter
Planyavsky, Olivier Latry, James O’Donnell, Thomas Trotter,
Nicolas Kynaston and Marie-Claire Alain. Meanwhile, from 2
July until 15 October, the Cathedral Hall, freshly restored to its
original splendour using the original scheme of decoration,
was housing the Centenary Exhibition. This traced the
Cathedral’s history from the drawing board of John Francis
Bentley (the Cathedral architect) in 1895 through the century
which followed, using a wide range of plans, models,
drawings, paintings, photographs, vestments and treasures.

Memories of the Queen
But for many, the greatest event of 1995 was the visit of

Her Majesty the Queen to the Cathedral for Vespers on 30
November, the Feast of St Andrew. The congregation, which of
course was huge, broke into a great roar of applause as Her
Majesty, accompanied by Cardinal Hume, made her way up
the nave to her chair at the foot of the sanctuary, and the
Catholics of England joyfully welcomed their Queen. After the
service she was introduced to the Choir and parishioners. I
was honoured and amazed to be one of them. We were
standing, Tanis Kent, Liz Tilbury and I, in the Art and
Architecture Exhibition in the Cathedral Hall, when suddenly
we were being introduced to the Queen by Mgr George Stack,
the Cathedral Administrator (now Archbishop of Cardiff). I will
never forget that moment.

Hitherto, my only contacts with the Queen were when, as
an eight-year-old, I waved a Union Jack and shouted ‘God
Save the Queen’ as she drove past our school in Folkestone
after the Coronation in 1953, and when I received my
Commission in the Territorial Army, which she had signed on 
4 March 1969. In fact, it took effect from 27 July 1966 when I
was in the Buffs Regiment (formed in 1572) but in 1967 the

Patrick Rogers

Cardinal Hume celebrates Westminster Cathedral’s Centenary
Mass, 29 June 1995.

Richmond’s water meadows, which I walked to along the
Thames. It was so different from the atmosphere of Northern
Ireland. Everyone seemed so united, so patriotic, and so joyful,
as they celebrated the Jubilee of their Queen.

Our Queen has now had the longest reign of any English
monarch. Sadly, Her Majesty’s Golden Jubilee in 2002,
celebrating the 50 years since she had succeeded to the
throne, was marred by the deaths of her sister, Princess
Margaret, on 9 February, and by that of her mother, Queen
Elizabeth the Queen Mother, on 30 March. After the Queen
Mother’s funeral, I went down to pay my last respects at
Windsor Castle, where she had been laid to rest beside her
husband in the King George VI Memorial Chapel. Those doing
the same numbered hundreds, if not thousands, stretching up
the hill from the railway station to the Castle entrance at the
top. We waited patiently in the cold for five hours, warmed by
hot drinks from the cafés across the road. But running
throughout that crowd was a total resolve and determination
that, come rain, snow or hurricane, we would pay our last
respects to our Queen Mother.

Eventually we reached the chapel where King George VI
lies together with the Queen Mother under a plain black burial
slab. Many, including myself, believe that we can see the hand
of God in the abdication of his brother, Edward VIII, and the
subsequent war of 1939-45. Edward was obsessed and
dominated by Mrs Simpson, a woman who, like himself, was
an open admirer of Hitler, and seemed to have little or no
sense of loyalty and duty to this country. If he had remained
king, particularly with a pacifist, anti-war government, in all
probability Britain would have capitulated and been occupied
by Nazi Germany. But Edward chose Mrs Simpson above his
country, and King George VI, a man of total integrity and
dedication to the service of the nation, succeeded him. Our
monarchy has given us much to be thankful for. Ad Multos
Annos!

Her Majesty the Queen standing below the Cathedral
sanctuary with the carved wooden chair and prie-dieu
especially made for her.

Her Majesty the
Queen entering
Westminster
Cathedral
accompanied by
Cardinal George 
Basil Hume, 
30 November 1995.

Cathedral History

Her Majesty the Queen being introduced by Mgr George
Stack, the Cathedral Administrator, to boys of the Cathedral
Choir, with Cardinal Hume behind them.
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Police Guild Requiem
The annual Catholic Police Guild Requiem
was held at Westminster Cathedral on
Wednesday 18 November. The celebrant
was Fr Barry Lomax, a priest of the
Diocese of Salford and the Guild’s
National Chaplain.

Remembrance Sunday
The 10.30am Solemn Mass on Sunday 8 November (Remembrance
Sunday) was celebrated by Canon Tuckwell as a Requiem for the
Fallen. The Mass was concelebrated by military chaplains, and
members of all branches of the Armed Forces were present in the
congregation. Fr Ian Evans, Assistant Chaplain General, Queen’s
Honorary Chaplain and Corps Colonel RAChD preached the homily.
The Mass ended with an Act of Remembrance and the National
Anthem. After Mass, many of the servicemen and women present
joined the parish community for refreshments.

Christmas Puddings
The Friends of Westminster Cathedral offered samples of
their Christmas puddings after the morning Masses during
the Sundays leading up to Advent. To buy Christmas
puddings from the Friends, raising funds for the Cathedral
in the process, please contact the Friends’ Office at Clergy
House – 020 7798 9059.

Remembering the Dead
Cardinal Vincent Nichols celebrated the 10.30am Mass at
the Cathedral on Sunday 15 November, offering it for the
repose of the souls of deceased Catenians. During his
homily, he reflected on the reality of death, concentrating on
the words of Jesus in Gospel: ‘But as for that day or hour,
nobody knows it.’ In light of this text, the Cardinal also

remembered those
who were killed in
the Paris terror attacks
on Friday 13
November. Bishop
Nicholas Hudson
offered the 12.00pm
Mass on the same
day for the deceased
members of the
Knights of 
St Columba.

Prayers for Paris
On the afternoon of Saturday 14 November, Cardinal Vincent Nichols led
exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and gave Benediction as part of a ‘Proclaim
15’ evangelisation conference. During the event, the Cardinal spoke to express his
horror at the terrorist events in Paris and to offer his prayers on behalf of all 
those affected.

His Eminence had earlier written to
both the French community in
London and to Cardinal Andre Vingt-
Trois, Archbishop of Paris, expressing
his heartfelt condolences and
offering prayers for all who had died. 

On the morning of the same day, the
Cathedral’s Chapel of St Joseph was
especially set aside for those wishing
to offer prayers for all the victims of
the terrorist attacks in Paris. 

Pontifical Requiem Mass
On Saturday 14 November, Cardinal Raymond
Burke celebrated a Pontifical Requiem Mass on
behalf of the Latin Mass Society. The Mass,
celebrated according to the 1962 Missal
(Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite), was
offered for the repose of the souls of deceased
members of the LMS. Fr Andrew Southwell was 
the Assisting Priest, while Fr Cyril Law was Deacon
and Fr Stephen Morrison OPraem was the Sub-
deacon. Cardinal Burke was welcomed to the
Cathedral by Fr Alexander Master, Sub-
Administrator.

Polish Independence Day
On Monday 9 November, a Mass was offered at the Cathedral to mark Polish Independence Day. The Mass was celebrated
by Polish Armed Forces Bishop Józef Guzdek, who commemorated the Fallen of the Second World War, especially the
Polish pilots who fought in the Battle of Britain 75 years ago this year, during the event. Among those present at the Mass
was the Polish Ambassador to the UK, Witold Sobków.

Irish Regiments’
Commemoration Service
This photo was taken after a Wreath Laying and
Commemoration Service held in St Patrick’s
Chapel on Thursday 5 November. This annual
service is organised by the Combined Irish
Regiments Association. As in previous years,
Canon Christopher Tuckwell led the service. 
He is pictured here with Colonel David Maitland-
Titterton, Chairman of the Association.
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Jemima Hurst-Bannister

Not long after we had
packed away our
sunglasses and sun
creams, Westminster
Cathedral Choir School
started to think about
Christmas! 

In order to get things
ready for that
December rush, I took
the boys into the
Cathedral to find some
inspiration. Our weekly
Mass is held in the Lady
Chapel, so this seemed
to be a brilliant place to
start. 

I wanted them to
capture the majesty of
the mosaics, which so
beautifully adorn the
ceilings and walls. In
particular we thought the
angels, which stand so
proudly on the vaulted
ceiling, would be a
perfect Christmas image.
After a quick sketch in
our sketchbooks we took
our ideas back to the
class and started to add

finer details, colour and
finally a dash 
of gold. 

As a result of our
detailed study the boys
can take some time to
appreciate the beauty of
the golden skies which
they worship under each
week. 

Choir School 
Christmas Card Project 

In 1984 Cardinal Basil Hume invited me to come to the
Cathedral and take on the role of Sub-Administrator.
Having arrived at Clergy House early on the afternoon of
6 January 1985, I was shown to my room – No 7, on the
top floor of Clergy House. I was shown there by Miss
Mary Quinn, the PA to Canon Oliver Kelly, who was then
the Administrator.

Mary also showed me around the building on the same
day. It was quite an experience! In those days there were
no locked doors during the day all the way from Victoria
Station to my room – just a sign in the Lady Chapel that
warned: ‘Strictly Private.’ That was until someone came
upstairs one day and burgled Pere Richard’s room, which
was next to mine. Then security started to be tightened up!

But in those early days, what made the biggest
impression on me was the Cathedral’s telephone system. It
was like something from a film set before the Second
World War. In Clergy House Reception there was large
wooden structure attached to the wall. Round jacks had to
be plugged into sockets, and then a handle turned to ring
the targeted telephone. 

There was a telephone on the corridor for each floor.
Duty priests needed to keep an ear open to pick up their
emergency calls, both day and night.

Providentially, around the same time I befriended a lady
from Scotland who had just moved into her Pimlico flat.
She was called Pamela Hill, and was a novelist with more
than 30 titles on bookshelves around the country. At the
time she owned a Citroën 2CV ‘deux chevaux’ car. It was
surplus to her requirements now she lived in London, so
she kindly gave it to me as a present. As time passed I
realised this was typical of Pamela: mega generous in so
many ways. (There is another story there.)

I did not need the car, so I put it on the market and
obtained a good price. I then checked out the cost of
installing a modern telephone system around the whole
Cathedral complex; connecting every room in Clergy
House with rooms in Archbishop’s House, the  Choir
School and the Cathedral.

Those were the days... 
Citroëns and Telephones   

Luca Branton-Speak, 
Year 4

Michael Doyle,Year 7

Oscar Burt, Year 7

Jemima Hurst-Bannister
is Head of Art & Design
at Westminster Cathedral
Choir School 

Mgr Vladimir Felzmann

Providentially the sale on the ‘deux chevaux’ just
covered the quote for the job. So I suggested to Canon
Olly, as he was universally known, that we should – and
now could – install a state-of-the-art telephone system for
the Cathedral. 

And so it came to pass. The system was upgraded years
later, but that was easy. All the wiring was in place.

On 12 November this year, Pamela – now living in
Radlett – celebrated her 95th birthday. Ad multos annos,
Pamela!

Dear reader, why not, every time you see or hear or use
a phone on site, or phone the Cathedral, say a little prayer
for Pamela?

Mgr Vladimir Felzmann is the Chaplain for Sport for the
Diocese of Westminster and is the Chief Executive of the
John Paul II Foundation for Sport. He is a former Sub-
Administrator of Westminster Cathedral.

One of the innovations at the Cathedral during his time
was the School of Prayer. Once more he was an
enthusiastic guide in this new way of bringing people
together to pray individually and in common. He had a
great influence on the development of the School of
Spirituality.

Hoey’s own assessment of his period at the Clergy House
concurs with those of Stack: It was a happy place – I enjoyed
being there. George Stack was the Cathedral Administrator.
Fortunately, he liked me! Endless people were coming to
stay – flowing through. We were well looked after by
Portuguese nuns who provided our food, etc. There was
plenty of alcohol.

A moment of sadness for Hoey was the death of 
Cardinal Hume. 

I had often seen him walking around the Cathedral,
watching, looking. I suppose I was looked on as a protégé 
of his. 

When Cardinal Hume died I began to think, where am I
going to die? I had lunch at St Peter’s Residence with John
Shepherd (in Anglican days Chaplain to Bishop Graham
Leonard) one day. I was struck by the place and thought, this
is it. I saw Mother, who was in charge, and lived in for a
week as a trial.

Archbishop Stack comments on this move by Hoey:

Typical of him, when he saw that he was becoming a
little fragile and realised that there were no nursing facilities
at Cathedral Clergy House, he told me it was time for him to
leave and move to a place where he knew he would receive
the care that he would increasingly need. No rancour. No
regret – just a matter of fact realisation that it was time to
move on. I was delighted that we were able to agree that he
would continue to come to the Cathedral on Sundays and
high days and holidays, concelebrate at the High Mass,
which he loved, and come to lunch. I understand that this
pattern was developed after I left and he also came to stay
for Holy Week and Christmas. Beautiful! I am still touched
by the fact that whenever we meet he tells me he prays for
me every day. I value that.

Continued from pages 14 & 15

The above text is reproduced
from Trembling on the Edge
of Eternity by kind permission
of the publisher, St Michael’s
Abbey Press. We are grateful
to the Abbot of St Michael’s
Abbey, Farnborough, and to
the authors Antony Pinchin
and Graeme Jolly Ob OSB,
for allowing us to print
extracts from the chapter
entitled ‘Catholic Life.’
Copies of Trembling on the
Edge of Eternity are
available from the
publisher
(www.theabbeyshop.com)
as well as from the 
St Pauls Bookshop, next to
the Cathedral. We highly

recommend this book to our readers, and suggest that it
would make an ideal Christmas gift.
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A new addition to the Catholic activities around
Westminster Cathedral this autumn has been the series of
Lunchtime Lectures organised by the Catholic Truth
Society bookshop. This is the small bookshop in the
piazza, next to McDonalds.

A lecture in such surroundings sounds delightful – but
in fact it’s slightly less than ideal. The shop is small, and all
those attending have to stand. As do the lecturers, of
course. There are no facilities for displays or power-point
presentations. Oh, and as time is limited – it’s all aimed at
people who are grabbing a quick opportunity at lunchtime,
not settling down comfortably for an evening session – the
speakers have to be slick and well organised.

Despite all this, it’s been fun! As one who has been
invited to speak on two occasions, I can testify to a good
atmosphere, and everyone enjoying it all.

Invited to speak on ‘London's Catholic History’ I
romped through the Romans, Saxons, Normans, Middle
Ages, Tudors, Recusant era, and on to Victoria and modern
times, using the River Thames as an emblematic guide –
from Roman landings and Viking battles, to imperial port
and current tourist attraction. There was something rather
delightful about standing in the ultra-modern setting of
concrete-and-steel, in the shadow of a glorious Byzantine-
style Cathedral, and opening up the world of Saxon saints,
medieval monarchs, heroic martyrs, and Victorian gothic
revival!

The next lecture, some weeks later, was quite different
– a joint presentation with co-author Clare Anderson.
Together, we have produced a book, and a TV feature, on
St John Paul, and it was to link with his feast day 
(22 October) that we were invited to give a Lunchtime
Lecture. We were rather apprehensive: how could we

Joanna Bogle

Lectures at Lunchtime
Jumping through history

Comment

All those involved with the
production of Oremus would like to
wish our readers a very happy and
blessed Christmas and New Year.
We also wish you every grace and

peace, and all God’s abundant
mercies, during the coming 

Holy Year. 

tackle this, as a two-voice show, in cramped surroundings,
and attempting to bring something of that remarkable life
which stretched from Wadowice in Poland across the
world with his missionary journeys as Pope, the creation of
World Youth Day, the collapse of Communism, and more?
We met on the steps of Westminster Cathedral an hour or
so beforehand, settled in a coffee-shop with notes and
jottings, and then hurried back through the rain to tackle
the talk.

I think it succeeded partly because the very atmosphere
of a crowded Catholic bookshop on a rainy autumn day
gave a hint of the look and ‘feel’ of the gatherings that he
so loved as priest and bishop with the young people from
Krakow, sharing faith and solidarity in the difficult days of
Poland under Communism. There was an atmosphere of
genuine enquiry, of opening up to the story of a life lived
with deep faith, joyful acceptance of God's call, and a
sense of zest and adventure. St John Paul’s story really is a
most remarkable one, and somehow in that little bookshop
on a rainy weekday it all came alive. It was a packed talk,
with a great atmosphere.

London offers lots of good things: nourishing Catholic
intellectual life must always be part of the mix. I hope
there’ll be more Lunchtime Lectures for people coming out
of our great Cathedral and with just enough time to enjoy
something different before hurrying off to the afternoon's
duties and responsibilities. Watch out for details.

For those who want something a bit more outdoorish –
the final London Catholic History Walk of 2015 takes
place on Monday 7 December, starting at 2.00pm at
Westminster Cathedral. Meet on the steps. We'll start with
our Cathedral and then go on via St James Park to
Whitehall and Parliament, with stories of Charles I and of
Horseguards, of Churchill and of Armistice Day. Come and
join us! 
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Graham Greene
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Cardinal Hume Centre

Travellers’ Pilgrimage to Rome
Early in the morning, on a Friday late in October, I found
myself on a flight to Rome. I was on my way to join the
International Pilgrimage of Gypsies and Travellers, to
accompany the over one thousand registered pilgrims from
our Diocese who were participating in this event.

As a seminarian, I had spent time on a pastoral
placement with Sr Petronia Williams, who has the pastoral
care of the Travellers and Gypsies in the Diocese of
Westminster. A chance conversation with her at Canon
Christopher’s birthday party in September led to me being
asked to join this pilgrimage.

Pope Francis had invited the Travelling Communities to
Rome on Pilgrimage to mark the 50th anniversary of the
crowning of the statue of Madonna of the Gypsies by
Blessed Pope Paul VI, when he visited a Gypsy camp in
Pomezia. This devotion, previously unknown to me, is
strong among the European Gypsies, and her image is
apparently carried by many in their caravans and cars, and
is venerated in their communities.

The four day event was co-ordinated by the Pontifical
Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant
People, in conjunction with the Sant’Egidio community in
Rome. It was a real celebration of the various Gypsy and
Traveller cultures, including a very moving Way of the Cross
at the Coliseum, and a lively concert of Gypsy music in the
Basilica of Santa Maria in Trastevere. (Athough I suspect that
the organisers did not anticipate our Travellers encouraging
a large number of the congregation out of their seats and
dancing in the aisles!)

On the Sunday morning, there was to be a festive Mass
at the Shrine of Divino Amore. This coincided with the
Papal Mass in St Peter’s to conclude the Synod on the
Family, and so most of our group decided to stay for that
instead. Cardinal Vincent Nichols – in Rome for the Synod
on the Family – arranged to meet the pilgrims from
Westminster in the square after the Angelus, and there was
an opportunity for photos. This caused great hilarity, and
was greatly appreciated by those who were present.

Our pilgrimage concluded with a Papal Audience at
which Pope Francis gave a message to all the Travelling

Fr Brian O’Mahony

communities and crowned anew a statue of the Madonna
and Child, surrounded by more 10,000 Gypsies and
Travellers from around Europe, and even some from as far as
India!

The English-speaking participants were drawn mostly
from the communities of the Irish Travellers, although a
smaller number of English (Romany) Gypsies were with us
also. In our Diocese, the Travelling Community is made up
primarily of Irish Travellers, although not exclusively. Present
in many of our parishes, they are a community with a very
strong and identifiable culture, and are very proud of their
own traditions. Sadly, however, they sometimes suffer
discrimination in society.

Within the Church, this is a community with particular
pastoral needs, which cannot always be met within the
parish structure. The Catholic faith is very important to
them, and many of the families whom I met and got to
know expressed their deep desire to hold onto and to
spread the Faith. Not unlike other families, many are
concerned about the loss of the Faith in their children’s and
grand-children’s generation. I was very struck by one grand-
mother’s comment in the square that ‘Pope Francis is here
preaching about the family, but we are out there doing it!
We all have big families, we encourage our families, we
love our families.’ I realised that the positive aspects of the
Traveller culture which I discovered during this pilgrimage
could indeed re-teach us much about the value of family
and community.

A week after we returned, more than 60 Travellers came
to Westminster Cathedral to distribute sleeping-bags, gloves,
hats and socks to people sleeping rough in the area. They
belonged to a prayer and Bible study group which they
formed within the community, and had raised money for
this initiative. Their enthusiasm was truly commendable.
Many had been with us in Rome, and to mark their return,
we had a photo in the Cathedral around our statue of 
St Peter, a replica of the one in St Peter’s. (This photo will
hopefully appear in the next issue of Oremus.) An
appropriate conclusion to a unique and memorable
pilgrimage.

Fr Brian O’Mahony is a Westminster Cathedral Chaplain.

The Cardinal Hume Centre
first opened its doors just
under 30 years ago. Our
young people’s hostel,
family centre and GP
service have since been
joined by employment and
learning, housing, welfare
benefits and immigration
advice services, as the
Centre has responded to
emerging need.

As you can imagine, the
demand for our services
increases month on month,
but over the last year one
service in particular has
been stretched almost to the
limit – our immigration
advice service. The Centre
is one of the very few
organisations still providing
free advice to migrants and

refugees, helping them to get the status they need to move
forward with their lives.

Some people have asked why the Centre has an
immigration advice service – shouldn’t we be fully focused on
homeless young people and others in need? Well, there are
two reasons. Firstly, the people we see in our immigration
advice service are some of the most vulnerable and desperate
people in our society. Often they are completely destitute,
with no right to benefits or to work, with nowhere else to turn.
Secondly, our team is very successful in getting people’s status
regularised, including 17 and 18 year olds who arrived in the
UK as children and only realise they do not have legal status
once they apply for college or a job. 

This is work that really does turn lives around. 

For one young mother fleeing domestic abuse after moving
to the UK in search of a better life, the Centre was one of the
only organisations which offered her a non-judgemental
welcome. Our immigration lawyers helped her to regularise
her status allowing her to finally put food on the table for her
daughter. 

‘When you can’t work, when you don’t have your papers,
when you don’t have support from anywhere, it’s tough’, she
shared. ‘The Centre doesn’t deal with you as just another
client; they deal with you as if you are family. When I got my
leave to remain I felt so happy. Finally I can go out there and
work. That’s all I wanted. My independence has been given
back to me.’

We are neutral on immigration policies, of course, but the
people we help are here and, given the fact that most people
using our service cannot claim any help from the state, we feel
we must help.

I am in no doubt that this is what our founder, Cardinal
Hume, would want us to do. Just as he read the signs of the
times back in the 1980s, and hence the Centre came into
existence to respond to the then most pressing needs, so today
this is what he would expect us to do.

Over the summer we saw an outpouring of genuine, pure
compassion for those fleeing for their lives from Syria and the
surrounding region. We need to maintain that momentum and
ask that it is extended to those who have already made that
and similar journeys; those who are already here and are in
desperate need.

While many people in this country are genuinely
concerned about the impact of immigration on their
communities – and we have to engage with those fears – we
can only do that effectively when we are discussing facts and
not myths. 

Refugees currently make up less than 1% of the UK’s
population. In 2014, 3.9million refugees fled from Syria alone.
Only 2,081 of these people applied for asylum in the UK;
Africa, Asia and the Middle East between them host more than
three quarters of the world’s refugees. These are just a few of
the facts which give some context to the issue at hand. 

As we approach the time when we come together to
celebrate one of the greatest migrant journeys in history, that of
Jesus and his family to Bethlehem, it seems completely apt to
think about those who have embarked on perilous journeys
seeking sanctuary and peace.

Please do keep the Centre in your prayers this winter. If you
are interested in supporting the Centre or would like to find
out more about what we do please visit our website
www.cardinalhumecentre.org.uk. By making a donation to the
Centre you could help those who are striving to make a better
life for themselves. Your gift could be a light in the dark for
those living in poverty this winter. 

May I wish you and your loved ones a happy and peaceful
Christmas.

Cathy Corcoran OBE

Chief Executive

The Cardinal Hume Centre is a registered charity (no.
1090836). If you would like to make a donation please send it
to: Cardinal Hume Centre, 3 - 7 Arneway Street, Horseferry
Road, London, SW1P 2BG. You can also make a donation
online at www.cardinalhumecentre.org.uk, or by calling the
Centre on 020 7222 1602. 

Immigration Advice
Turning Lives Around
Cathy Corcoran

© Mazur/catholicnews.org.uk
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Friends

• Write to: Friends’ Office, 
42 Francis Street, London
SW1P 1QW

• Call: 020 7798 9059

• Email: friends@
westminstercathedral.org.uk
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Readers of a sensitive disposition
should tread carefully when visiting
UCL’s art museum. A Friends’ tour of
the gallery last month saw an intrepid
group eye-to-eye with the auto-icon
of Jeremy Bentham, erstwhile
nineteenth century philosopher and
spiritual founder of the great
university, whose ‘remains’ sit
watching the world go by. The head is
not Bentham’s, but is made of wax; the
original embalming went awry and the
result was too gruesome for public
viewing, so Bentham’s head is in a box
in the museum archives. 

Jenny Wedgbury is the Learning and
Access Officer at the museum and gave
the Friends a fascinating tour that
included highlights of the collection
(not the head) and the Flaxman Gallery
which sits beneath UCL’s iconic dome.
It was really a journey through
centuries of drawing and printmaking
and we were shown the different
techniques used by artists such as
Durer, Turner and Gilray; with a
wonderful Japanese print illustrating
how colour could be built up, layer by
layer. The museum now houses the
collection from the Slade School of Art
and we inspected original drawings by
Stanley Spencer and Dora Carrington. 

The sculptures housed in the
Flaxman Gallery are mostly preparatory
models for funerary monuments. All
manner of Gothic Victorian melodrama
is here: the handholding at the
deathbed; the dutiful wife and mother.
There are quirky, individual pieces too,
including a plaster model of A Brahmin
and a Mohammedan in earnest
converse for their country’s good –
monument to Major General Sir Barry
Close, who served in the British East
India Company. Flaxman’s St Michael
Overcoming Satan dominates the
centre of the space. 

Art has been a constant feature
over recent weeks and Canon
Christopher Tuckwell and Jemima
Hurst-Bannister, Head of Art at the
Cathedral Choir School, had the
pleasant task of choosing the winner
of our Cathedral Fair Flyer
competition. There was a range of
entries from the art club at the Choir
School and we were especially
pleased to see a nativity scene by Sam
Friedman and a bespectacled Father
Christmas by Michael St James Flatley.
Our winner was Lucien Akle, who was
praised for a splendid reindeer, lots of
detail and bright colours – essential
for a stand-out flyer. All the entries
will be mounted and on display at the
Cathedral Christmas Fair, which will
take place on Sunday 13 December in
the Cathedral Hall. Look out for the
flyers in the coming weeks.

We have all sorts of exciting stalls
to tempt you at the Fair. Father
Christmas will be making an
appearance and there is a 500 bottle
‘every ticket wins’ tombola to entice
the adults. Irish coffee and mulled
wine should keep the cold at bay.
Doors open at 9.30am and the Fair
will be formally opened by Canon
Christopher at 9.45am. Entrance is just
£1 and children are free of charge.
Please bring any donations for the fair
to Clergy House. Cakes for the cake
stall may be brought to the Cathedral
Hall on the day. 

A reminder, that we are selling
Friends’ Christmas puddings to raise

Flyers for a
Christmas Fair

Christina White

money for the Cathedral. These may
be purchased in advance from Clergy
House or you may buy them at the
Christmas Fair. Raffle tickets are also
now on sale at Clergy House with a
range of fabulous prizes including a
week’s pilgrimage to Sicily with
Canon Christopher in October 2016
and a night at The Goring Hotel! The
draw will take place at 2.30pm on the
13th, at the close of the Fair. 

Have a very Happy Christmas. 

Forthcoming Events
Sunday December 13: The
Westminster Cathedral Christmas Fair.
Cathedral Hall, Ambrosden Avenue.
9.30am to 2.30pm with a formal
opening by Canon Christopher
Tuckwell at 9.45am. Adults £1,
children free of charge.

Tuesday 19 January 2016: Quiz and
Fish and Chip Supper. Cathedral Hall,
Ambrosden Avenue. 6.45pm. 
Tickets £15.
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PLEASE COMPLETE IN BLOCK CAPITALS

I wish to receive Oremus by post

I enclose a cheque for £_____________ payable to Oremus

We would like to thank our readers for their continued support and all those who send donations.

For further information please call Oremus: 020 7798 9052 or go to Gift Shop On Line:
www.westminstercathedralshop.co.uk and click on “Subscriptions”.
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Postcode:

I enclose a donation of £_____________ 

Lost Child Found At Christmas

Accountability, responsibility – not on my patch.
Who cares? No one shares. Can’t find a match.

Our world’s about money. Is that its main goal?
Commercial Christmas and spending – is that its real soul?

Father Christmas, Santa Claus – he’s good for the shops.
Mince pies, obese turkeys not able to hop.

Cuddly toys, fairy lights that’s now the scene.
Jingle bells and robins – we’re all now so keen.

Where’s Jesus, you say, the child and the mother,
the sheep, the shepherds, the wise dudes and other?

In the shops is the answer, the presents you buy.
Can’t see him, can’t find him, perhaps he’s too shy.

He’s not there to be seen, but there all the same.
He’s our maker, and model and the purpose of our game.

So find Jesus in the melee, the chimneys, the nativity.
He’s with you in the crowds, the bustle and activity.

Give joy to your Lord, celebrate the big event.
God dispatched the Child Jesus, it’s to you he was sent.

John Lowe

Poetry Corner
Two Poems for Christmas
If you have poems you would like us to consider for publication, please send them to the Editor: 
oremus42@gmail.com or by post to Oremus, Westminster Cathedral, 42 Francis Street, London SW1P 1QW. 

The Song of Santa Claus

The ferry called ‘St Nicholas’
One Christmas Eve set out;
And not one child aboard her
Was in any kind of doubt:
They all believed in Santa Claus!
But one man felt no fun
In all their joy, though well he knew
The joys of wife and son.

For he’d believed in Santa Claus
Right from the very start;
So what he’d have to do that night
Cut deep into his heart.
He’d fill a stocking for his child,
For how could he deny
A visit from St Nicholas?
But he felt it was a lie.

Alone he walked upon the deck,
On solemn thoughts to dwell,
When suddenly he thought he heard
The ringing of a bell.
The sound drew near, and then he saw,
Within a pool of light,
A stately man in golden robes,
And turned to run in fright!

‘Please do not fear me’, said a voice,
Which from the vision came,
‘For you and I now stand upon
The ship that bears my name.
You think you will deny I’m real,
If you my role fulfil,
But I once walked upon this Earth,
And saved poor folk from ill.

Three maidens lived in poverty;
No dowries could they bring
To their prospective husbands;
And without a wedding ring,
Their future would be slavery.
So on the midnight bell,
The gold I dropped from chimney-top
Into their stockings fell.

Young souls I saved from cruelty;
Gave presents far and wide;
My privilege, to serve my God,
The Lord of Christmastide.
And sailors in a raging storm
Found guidance in my chime,
For I could be, on land and sea,
Two places at one time!

So never doubt the truth that gives
Old Santa Claus his fame.
Now take your precious gifts, my friend,
And give them in my name.’
Then all at once the Saint was gone;
And soon the man would be
Back home amid the welcome
Of his loving family.

When they awoke on Christmas morn,
They were amazed to see 
That chocolate gifts all wrapped in gold
Hung from their Christmas tree.
The lanterns, stars and bells had not
Been there the night before;
But they were proof that Santa Claus
Had sung his song once more!

Marian Palmer

The above poem was submitted in memory of the poet,
Marian Palmer (RIP). A friend of hers, who wishes to
remain anonymous, wrote: ‘Marian died in August and is
very much missed by a lot of friends. Her poems could be
funny or serious, but always with a flash of insight. And for
any Dr Who fans reading this, she had a heart the size of a
Tardis… In the 1980s, “St Nicholas” was the name of one
of the Channel ferries.’

This photo, taken in May 1963, shows King Baudouin of
Belgium and his wife, Queen Fabiola, being greeted at the
main entrance to Westminster Cathedral by the then
Administrator, Mgr Gordon Wheeler.

Cathedral History A Photographic Record
King of the Belgians visits Westminster Cathedral – May 1963
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May We Hope for a Christian Society?
Justice and Politics in light of the Gospel

Earlier this year, I was in Belgium attending a performance
of my Requiem of Hope. It took place in the city of
Tongeren and commemorated the outbreak of the First
World War. Tongeren was one of the first towns to be
captured by the German army, and memories of the
occupation still live strongly in the minds of its citizens.
The concert was excellent and deeply moving: a packed
church, superb singing and orchestral playing – an event
that will live long in my memory.

On the following day, I was taken to the Menin Gate – a
shocking and salutary experience. Every square inch of the
memorial is covered with the names of 54,389 young men
with no known graves, who were slaughtered on the Ypres
Salient before August 1917 on the altar of mindless
mechanical warfare. As a musician, I particularly noticed
the names of buglers, and wondered if they were sounding
their instruments as they were killed.

Thy will be done?
I was then taken around some of the war cemeteries:

thousands of graves set out with military precision. Many of
the tombstones include the text: ‘Thy will be done.’ Was
this terrible killing really the will of God? One understands
why the text was chosen, but it does our Creator little
justice.   

I stood in one cemetery and reflected that had I been
born in the 1890s rather than 1936 it would be likely that I
would also be lying here. What would I have done in my
own short life to warrant this? What had all these young
men done? The answer is surely very little. However, I
cannot accept that they were killed by the will of God. He
is not a monster; He is loving and merciful – the
aberrations in human behaviour are caused by the callous
abuse of His gift of free will. Without it we would be
mindless robots. However, it can also lead us into
catastrophes like the First World War. God has given us a
wonderful gift, the opportunity through our own will to
love Him, follow His teaching and enter Heaven. If we
ignore this, disasters will ensue and we will only have
ourselves to blame!  

The months leading up to the outbreak of the First War
were dominated by the inordinate folly of kings, politicians
and generals. Their blind impotence created a situation in
which war was inevitable – Satan had a field day! The words
of Christ apply: ‘Father, forgive them for they know not what
they do’ – but they should have done. They sadly lacked the
vision to appreciate where they were leading the world. 

Colin Mawby

There has always been a glut of politicians, but what
Europe lacked in 1914, and still lacks today, are wise 
and genuine statesmen. They are a rare, but urgently
needed, breed.

Statesmanship inspired by Christ

Statesmanship must be inspired, consciously or
subconsciously, by the teachings of Christ. This implies
putting international reconciliation above national interest;
unconditional respect and love of neighbouring countries
above outdated nationalism; a shrewdness of judgement
based upon humility, sensitivity to the spiritual and material
needs of all, and the ability to recognise and admit
mistakes. When national leaders misuse their enormous
power it leads to disaster. It was this foolishness that led
Europe into war in 1914. The ability to discern the future is
rare but it is an essential tool of the statesman. Hindsight is
simple, but foresight isn't. It is the latter that is desperately
needed by the world. 

Welcoming the Stranger

The absence of genuine statesmanship is a blight on
national politics. Greed and avarice are promoted and the
country is often served by politicians who appear to have
little interest in the welfare of those classes they do not
represent. This has led to a deep cynicism and mistrust of
the political process. The denial of Christ’s teaching can be
clearly seen in the national attitude towards immigrants.
So often we hear the cry: ‘They are taking our jobs.’ This is
a classic example of the inability to ‘see the log in our own
eyes.’ Many overlook that our hospitals, social and medical
services are staffed by immigrants. My own GP is an
Indian, and he is superb.   

I live in a Muslim area. It is full of loving families with
children whose behaviour and manners are outstanding.
There is a widespread perception that our large immigrant
population is a hotbed of fanaticism and terrorism. This just
isn’t true. The great majority of immigrants are hard
working and loyal citizens, who give a great deal to society.
The manner in which until recently ‘stop and search’
powers were centred on young people from ethnic
minorities is a cause of deep concern. I have personally
observed them taking place and been appalled by the
arrogant and rude manner in which they were conducted.
They have resulted in a deep alienation among some young
people from ethnic minorities. The solution of these racial
problems calls for statesmanship of outstanding quality.

Comment St Vincent de Paul School

Loulou Andraws, aged 10

St Lucy has nearly the same
name as me. Her feast day
is on 13 December and she
is the patron saint of
blindness and of those
persecuted for their faith.
Read on to find out why…

Lucy strongly believed in
God. She was a Christian
and in her time it was hard
to be a Christian. People
were often killed or tortured
for their faith.  

Cured through the mercy of Jesus

Lucy was born into a rich Roman family. Her dad (a
Christian) died when she was young and left her a great
deal of money. Her mother wanted her to marry a non-
Christian, but Lucy would not. Lucy, as a young girl, often
visited St Agatha’s tomb to pray for her sick mother, to cure
her. St Agatha told Lucy to try to persuade her mother to
become a Christian to help her, as she could only be cured
through the mercy of Jesus. Lucy tried and tried to persuade
her mum, but she was scared and refused. Lucy continued
to pray for her mother and at the same time used to
secretly bring food to Christians who were hiding in the
catacombs under the city. She would wear candles on her
head to light her way.

Governor Paschasius then found out about Lucy and her
faith; he forced her to try to change her belief, but she
refused so strongly that the Governor decided to have her
killed. When the guards were taking her away Lucy
wouldn’t move. This angered them. The guards attacked
Lucy for her beliefs and refusal to marry a non-Christian.
Lucy was known for her beautiful eyes – it was said that
they radiated her love for Christ. The guards, though,
removed her eyes in an attempt to discourage her, and for
breaking the Governor’s rules. Lucy died at their hands in
304 AD.   

St Lucy is particularly remembered in Sweden and
Scandinavia, where they celebrate her life by girls dressing
in white with a red sash around their waists. They wear
wreathes with candles on their heads and carry food to
remind them of the time she fed Christians in hiding. 

Lucy sets a good example to people who are persecuted
and treated badly for their faith. This is happening all over
the world today and we could ask St Lucy to help those
who are suffering for their beliefs. 

Loulou Andraws is a pupil at the St Vincent de Paul
Primary School, Westminster.

St Lucy: 
Sweet Light of Faith 

I was recently in Hamburg, a city with a large body of
refugees. I was meeting the director of a musical
conservatoire that has an outreach programme that works to
integrate refugees into German culture through music. He
asked me to compose a work for a concert aimed at
increasing publicity for the initiative; it will be an honour to
fulfil his request. This example of positive approach should
inform the UK’s attitude towards immigrants and refugees. It
is an outstanding example of ‘love of our neighbour.’

British society is much affected by the absence of
political statesmanship. To take one example: our culture is
slowly being transformed into one of revenge rather than
forgiveness. We constantly seek our ‘pound of flesh’ or
perhaps one should write our ‘stone of flesh.’ This can be
seen in the outcry for longer and longer prison sentences.
Justice is rapidly becoming merely a demand for retribution.
How often does one hear the phrase ‘lock them up and
throw away the key’? How can this be equated with Christ’s
teaching: ‘Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us.’ A far wider perception of rehabilitation
is called for and more financial resources should be
invested in it. Even the greatest offenders have souls to save,
and this should never be forgotten.  

Society undoubtedly has the right to punish criminals,
but this should never be allowed to result in alienation.
Prisoners who pose a danger to society should obviously
remain in jail, but those who don’t should be reintegrated
into the community and not face a lengthy incarceration
that can result in extreme bitterness and hatred. No thought
is given to the distress caused to wives, children and
relatives, the only concern is to make criminals suffer. What
has this got to do with the teaching of Christ?

Is it too much to hope for a society that genuinely cares
for all, in which medical and technological advances are
used for the national and international good; a society based
upon principles that Christ would recognise? The UK needs
cultural redirection and this may come about through the
vision of statesmen. One acknowledges the disaster caused
by their absence in 1914; we must now pray that our
country will not suffer from an irreparable damage caused
by a lack of far-sighted statesmanship on the part of our
national leaders.

Colin Mawby KSG is a former Master of Music at
Westminster Cathedral and is an acclaimed composer,
conductor and organist.

© Natural Philo/Wikimedia
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Tuesday 1 December
5.30pm Chapter Mass celebrated by Canon
Stuart Wilson

Wednesday 2 December
The 10.30am Mass will be celebrated in
the Crypt and the 12.30pm and 1.05pm
Masses in the Hall
11.00am Catholic Children’s Society Carol
Service
2.00pm Catholic Children’s Society Carol
Service

Thursday 3 December 
St Francis Xavier, Priest
Migrants’ Day

Friday 4 December (Friday abstinence)
Advent feria or
St John Damascene, Priest & Doctor
1.45pm St Vincent de Paul School Nativity
Play
5.30pm Celebrant: Bishop Alan Hopes 

Saturday 5 December
12.30pmVocations’ Mass
6.00pmVisiting Choir: Campion School,
Hornchurch

Sunday 6 December
2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT (Ps Week 2)
Bible Sunday
10.30am Solemn Mass (Men’s voices)

Missa Alma redemptoris mater 
Victoria 
Ad te levavi Whyte
Miserere nostri Domine Whyte
Organ: Nun komm der Heiden 

Heiland (BWV 661) J S Bach
3.30pm Solemn Vespers & Benediction 

(Men’s voices)
Magnificat quinti toni Dufay 
People of Sion Jackson
Organ: Wachet auf (BWV 645)
J. S. Bach 

Monday 7 December
St Ambrose, Bishop & Doctor
2.30pm Woldingham School Carol Service

Tuesday 8 December
THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, Patron of
the Diocese
5.30pm Solemn Mass 

Wednesday 9 December
Advent feria or
St Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin

Thursday 10 December
7.30pm Barnardo’s Carol Concert

Friday 11 December (Friday abstinence)
Advent feria or
St Damasus I, Pope

Saturday 12 December
Advent feria or
Our Lady of Guadalupe
4.30pm LMS Monthly Low Mass 

Sunday 13 December
3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT (Ps Week 3)
(Gaudete Sunday) 
9.00am Family Mass
10.30am Solemn Mass (Full Choir)

Messa sopra l’aria di Fiorenza 
Frescobaldi
Gaude et lætare Sweelinck
O sacrum convivium 
Sweelinck
Organ: Præludium in G Bruhns 

3.30pm Solemn Vespers & Benediction 
led by the Cardinal – with 
solemn opening of the Holy 
Door of Mercy (Full Choir)
Magnificat quarti toni Bevan
Hosanna to the Son of David 
Gibbons 
Organ: Fantasia (Tone II) 
Gibbons

Monday 14 December 
St John of the Cross, Priest & Doctor

Wednesday 16 December
The 7.00am, 8.00am and 10.30am Masses
will be celebrated in the Crypt, the
12.30pm, 1.05pm and 5.30pm Masses will
be celebrated in the Hall.
7.30pm Christmas Celebration Concert –
tickets available in the Gift Shop or via
TicketMaster

Thursday 17 December
The 7.00am, 8.00am and 10.30am Masses
will be celebrated in the Crypt, the

12.30pm, 1.05pm and 5.30pm Masses will
be celebrated in the Hall.
7.30pm Christmas Celebration Concert –
tickets available in the Gift Shop or via
TicketMaster

Friday 18 December (Friday abstinence)
2.15pm Westminster Cathedral Choir
School Carol Service

Saturday 19 December
6.00pmVisiting Choir: Hild-Bede Chapel
Choir, Durham. This Mass will be
celebrated by Bishop Nicholas Hudson.

Sunday 20 December
4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT (Ps Week 4)
10.30am Solemn Mass (Full Choir)

Missa Ave maris stellaVictoria
Ave Maria Parsons
Rorate cæli Byrd
Organ: Litanies Alain

3.30pm Cathedral Carol Service 
(Full Choir)

Monday 21 December
5.30pm Mass attended by Diocesan Staff,
celebrated by the Cardinal 
7.30pm John Lewis Carol Service

Thursday 24 December
CHRISTMAS SEASON
Christmas Eve
After the annual celebration of the Paschal
Mystery, there is no more ancient feast day
for the Church than the recalling of the
memory of the Nativity of the Lord and of
the mysteries of his first appearing. This is
the object of the Christmas season.
4.00pm Solemn First Vespers of the 

Nativity led by the Cardinal (Full
Choir)
Magnificat in D Buxtehude
O magnum mysterium Poulenc
Organ: Dieu parmi nous (La 
Nativité du Seigneur) Messiaen

11.15pmVigil and Midnight Mass 
celebrated by the Cardinal (Full 
Choir)
Messe de minuit Charpentier
Puer natus in Bethlehem 
M. Praetorius
In hoc natali gaudio 
M. Praetorius
Organ: Quand Jésus naquit à 
noël Balbastre

Friday 25 December
THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD
(CHRISTMAS) (NB: No Friday abstinence)
Masses at 8.00am, 9.00am, 10.30am,
12.00pm only (No 5.30pm or 7.00pm
Masses) Confessions will not be heard in
the Cathedral today
10.00am Morning Prayer and Solemn 

Mass celebrated by the Cardinal 
(Full Choir)
Missa Sancti Nicolai Haydn
Hodie Christus natus est Schütz
Organ: Toccata (Symphonie V) 
Widor

Diary and From the Registers Diary and From the Registers/Notices

October 2013December 2015

The Month of 
December
December is traditionally referred to
as the Month of the Immaculate
Conception and is a time when we
meditate on the beauty of Mary, the
one who remained free from all stain
of sin. Our Lady was prepared by
God as a tabernacle fit for the Lord.
Before time began, she was chosen to
be the Mother of God, and the most
wonderful and most saintly of all His
creatures. Yet, God’s plan for our
salvation rested on her Fiat – ‘I am the
handmaid of the Lord, be it done
unto me according to thy word.’ As
we journey towards Christmas, let us
do so as one family, with Mary and
Joseph – the first ones to truly delight
in knowing Christ our Lord.

Holy Father’s Intentions: (Universal)
That all may experience the mercy of
God, who never tires of forgiving.
(Evangelisation) That families,
especially those who suffer, may find
in the birth of Jesus a sign of certain
hope.

Key to the Diary: Saints days and holy
days written in CAPITAL LETTERS denote
Feasts, those in BOLD CAPITAL LETTERS
denote Solemnities, those not in capitals
and where there is a choice denote
Optional Memoria, all others not in capital
letters are Memoria.

Oremus

St John of the Cross, Feast: 14 December

‘One human thought alone is worth more than the
entire world, hence God alone is worthy of it.’

From the Registers
Baptisms
Evalyn Casey
Margaret Paley
Harry Gold
Agnes Phan

Marriages
Richard Evans and Alexandra
Mackenzie Smith

Funerals
Elizabeth Nnyanzi

Throughout the Year
Mondays
11.30am: Prayer Group in the Hinsley
Room. 6.00pm: Scripture Discussion
Group in Clergy House. 6.00pm:
Christian Meditation Group in the
Hinsley Room. 6.30pm: Guild of the
Blessed Sacrament in the Cathedral
Tuesdays
6.30pm: The Guild of St Anthony in the
Cathedral. 7.30pm: The Catholic
Evidence Guild in Clergy House.
Wednesdays
12.00pm: First Wednesday Quiet Days
on the first Wednesday of every month
in the Hinsley Room.
Thursdays
6.30pm: The Legion of Mary in Clergy
House. 6.45pm: Scripture Discussion
Group in Clergy House.
Fridays
5.00pm: Charismatic Prayer Group in
the Cathedral Hall – please check in
advance for confirmation. 6.30pm: The
Diocesan Vocations Group in the
Hinsley Room on the last of each month.
Saturdays
10.00am: Centering Prayer Group in the
Hinsley Room. 2.00pm: Justice and
Peace Group in the Hinsley Room on
the last of the month.

What Happens and When
Public Services
The Cathedral opens shortly before the first
Mass of the day; doors close at 7.00pm,
Monday to Saturday, with occasional
exceptions. On Sunday evenings, the Cathedral
closes after the 7.00pm Mass. 
On Public and Bank holidays the Cathedral
closes at 5.30pm in the afternoon.
Monday to Friday
Masses: 7.00am; 8.00am; 10.30am (said in
Latin); 12.30pm; 1.05pm and 5.30pm. Morning
Prayer (Lady Chapel): 7.40am. Evening Prayer
(Latin Vespers* sung by the Lay Clerks in Lady
Chapel): 5.00pm (*except Tuesday when it is
sung in English). Solemn Mass (sung by the
Choir): 5.30pm. Rosary will be prayed after the
5.30pm Mass.
Saturday 
Masses: 8.00am; 9.00am; 10.30am; and
12.30pm. Morning Prayer (Lady Chapel):
10.00am. Solemn Mass (sung by the Choir):
10.30am. First Evening Prayer of Sunday (Lady
Chapel): 5.30pm. First Mass of Sunday: 6.00pm.
Sunday 
Masses: 8.00am; 9.00am; 10.30am; 12.00
noon; 5.30pm; and 7.00pm. Morning Prayer
(Lady Chapel) 10.00am. Solemn Mass (sung by
the Choir) 10.30am. Solemn Vespers and
Benediction 3.30pm. Organ Recital (when
scheduled): 4.45pm.
Holidays of Obligation
As Monday-Friday, Vigil Mass (evening of the
previous day) at 5.30pm.
Public Holidays
Masses: 10.30am, 12.30pm, 5.00pm. 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
This takes place in the Blessed Sacrament
Chapel every Monday to Friday following the
1.05pm Mass until 4.45pm.
Confessions are heard at the following times:
Saturday: 10.30am-6.30pm. Sunday: 11.00am-
1.00pm; and 4.30-7.00pm. Monday-Friday:
11.30am-6.00pm. Public Holidays: 11.00am-
1.00pm.
Funerals Enquiries about arranging a funeral at
the Cathedral or Sacred Heart Church,
Horseferry Road, should be made to a priest 
at Cathedral Clergy House in the first instance.

Extraordinary Form: For the liturgical
calendar of the Extraordinary Form
(1962 Missal) of the Roman Rite, please
visit the Latin Mass Society website:
www.lms.org.uk/

Westminster Cathedral
Cathedral Clergy House
42 Francis Street 
London SW1P 1QW

Telephone 020 7798 9055
Service times 020 7798 9097
www.westminstercathedral.org.uk

Cathedral Chaplains
Canon Christopher Tuckwell
Administrator
Fr Alexander Master
Sub-Administrator & Precentor
Fr John Ablewhite, Registrar
Fr Michael Donaghy
Fr Gerard O’Brien
Fr Brian O’Mahony
Fr Martin Plunkett
Fr Michael Quaicoe

Sub-Administrator’s Intern
Francis Thomas

Also in residence
Franciscan Sisters of Our Lady 
of Victories

Music Department
Martin Baker, Master of Music
Peter Stevens, Assist Master of Music 
Alexander Pott, Organ Scholar

Cathedral Commercial Manager
John Daly
Cathedral Facilities Manager
Sarah Dorgan
Estates Manager
Neil Fairbairn

Chapel of Ease
Sacred Heart Church
Horseferry Road SW1P 2EF

3.30pm Solemn Second Vespers led by 
the Cardinal (Full Choir)
Magnificat quinti toni 
H. Praetorius
Lux aurumque Whitacre
Organ: Carillon de Westminster 
Vierne

Saturday 26 December
ST STEPHEN, The First Martyr
Masses will only be celebrated at 10.30am,
12.30pm and 6.00pm (Anticipatory of
Sunday). Confessions will be heard from
11.00am-1.00pm only.

Sunday 27 December
HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND
JOSEPH
10.30am Solemn Mass (No Choir)
3.30pmVespers and Benediction (No
Choir)

Monday 28 December
THE HOLY INNOCENTS, Martyrs
Masses will only be celebrated at 10.30am,
12.30pm and 5.00pm. Confessions will be
heard from 11.00am-1.00pm only.

Tuesday 29 December
ST THOMAS BECKET, Bishop & Martyr,
Patron of the Parish Clergy
Masses will only be celebrated at 10.30am,
12.30pm and 5.00pm. Confessions will be
heard from 11.00am-1.00pm only.

Wednesday 30 December
6th DAY IN THE OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS
Masses will only be celebrated at 10.30am,
12.30pm and 5.00pm. Confessions will be
heard from 11.00am-1.00pm only.

Thursday 31 December
7th DAY IN THE OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS
(St Sylvester I, Pope)
Masses will only be celebrated at 10.30am,
12.30pm and 5.00pm. Confessions will be
heard from 11.00am-1.00pm only.
11.15pm Mass to welcome the New Year
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Exploding a ‘Great Myth’

Gill Ingham-Rowe

Alister McGrath gives his book the
subtitle ‘Why we can’t stop talking
about science, faith and God.’ His
intention is to investigate and
deconstruct the apparent conflict
between science and religion – a
‘myth’ which is particularly
prevalent at the present time
‘when the cultural establishment
of the West seems to have locked
itself into a science versus religion
groupthink.’ It is not just the
cultural establishment, of course,
which peddles the view that ‘any

thinking person must choose science over religion’; it
resonates throughout society in this age, and he thus ensures
that his argument, although scholarly – is at every turn clear
and accessible. 

McGrath himself embodies the two sides of the debate: he
is the Andreas Idreos Professor of Science and Religion at the
University of Oxford, as well as a Fellow of Manchester
College, Oxford. Yet this is not a purely academic tome, for he
continually refers to his own experience as a touchstone of the
arguments he posits, telling us of his personal and gradual
transition from the ‘somewhat naïve’ belief that ‘science
offered a complete, totalized explanation of the world’ which
rendered religion and philosophy redundant, to that of a
scientist who is also a Christian.

McGrath begins by exploding what he terms ‘the great
myth’: that science and religious belief cannot be held
together. Finding in the ‘science versus religion groupthink’
adopted by the West, the sort of unthinking dogmatism of
which it accuses established religion, he is refreshingly
vigorous in his criticism of popular scientists such as
Christopher Hitchens and Richard Dawkins – whose lack of
reason have often surely made us all want to scream in recent
times. But McGrath does not scream, and – wishing to avoid
dogmatism himself – very fairly deconstructs their arguments
by using the methods which they themselves think they are
using. He is also careful to bring in supporting criticism from
those with other beliefs.

He defines science and its limitations. ‘Science is… very
good,’ he says, ‘at helping us to understand the processes
which brought us into existence in the first place, and keep us
alive in the second.’ But he is strenuous in his assertion that it
is unable to answer what the philosopher Karl Popper calls
‘the ultimate questions’: what is the meaning of life, what is
the purpose of my life, what is man’s task in the world? The
danger as he sees it, of the ‘New Atheism’, is that because it
has to acknowledge that science cannot answer these
questions, it assumes that there is no need answer to them,
and that they should therefore not be asked.

Much of the book goes on to explode other related myths
which we all too easily swallow: that religious believers were
always thrown and thus antagonistic towards Darwin’s theory
of evolution, for instance; or the misconception that
Renaissance humanism can be identified with the creed which
is modern humanism. These researches are very interesting,
often amusing, and studded with quotes from up and down
the centuries.   

But McGrath is also at pains to show the parallels between
religion and science. It might be supposed, for instance, that a
major difference between them is in their method of enquiry:
science requires proof whereas religion relies upon trust and
belief. McGrath’s discussion of the underpinning of scientific
enquiry is very illuminating to the non-scientist.

There are ways in which each discipline can aid and
enhance the enquiry of the other: the theory of evolution, for
instance, can cause us to marvel anew at the God of creation,
‘who can make all things make themselves’; whereas religion
can pick up where science has to stop in asking the fascinating
question as to why the created order is so readily permeable
by human reason.   

Towards the end of my reading of this book, hugely
intellectually fascinating though it had been, I hungered a little
for a more subjective view of both disciplines. But McGrath
seemed already to know that! Considering the theory of
relativity, he describes the coldness with which it left him.
Einstein’s brilliant work was ‘a remarkably impersonal and
abstract account of space and time. Where, I wondered, did I
fit into this map of space and time?’ He went on to discover
that this was something which also concerned Einstein
himself; as his colleague Rudolph Carnap wrote: ‘The problem
of “now” worried him seriously. He explained that the
experience of “now” means something special for men.
Something different from the past and future, but that this
important difference does not and cannot occur within
physics.’ McGrath bridges this gap with Augustine of Hippo,
who ‘offers a framework which articulates and preserves the
subjective importance of the present moment.’

Consideration of living in the moment – the underpinning
of much religious mysticism – leads McGrath on to his final
chapter, in which he links the science of space with the sense
of awe expressed by the star-gazing Psalmist (Psalm 8), who
was at the same time aware that God, who made and sustains
‘the moon and the stars’ – is also his loving Father.   
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